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"Writing about Muncie IS a hell of a job,

- and about all I can say is 'your blood be on

your own head.'"

@BO. R. DAIE (%0 R.S.Iynd)

"Double, double toilAana trouble,
Fire, burn; and, caldron, bubble.n”

MACBETH ,
Act IV. Scene I.



ACKNOWIED GEMENTS

I am greatly 1ﬁdehted to Mrs, George R. Dale for
her generoéity ih placing at my disposal material withbut
which this thesis would have been impossible. And to
Miss Virginia Dale mv thanks for her help in checking the
&ocumentation. ' o

Professor Robe:t LaFollette of Ball State Teacher's
College, Muﬁcie, and Professor I 7. Salter of the
University of Wisconain have made'valuable suggestions as
has Professor Robert S. Lynd of Columbia University who
graciously offered his ihiimate knowledge and keen inter-

pretaﬁion of Middletown.

To my tutor, Professor Fritz Morstein Marx, goes my

sincerest appreciation for preserving my equilibrium.

! MOD QS-

Kirkland House

Cambridge, Msssachusetts.



>

CONTENTS

Pagg ‘

‘ Acknowledgémanté...‘.....................".’.. h
'.Introducy‘bion...-.......o.....Y..’..-u...,..v... 1
| | CHAPTIR I
Backgro@nd: The‘Post War Erfieececcsscacscses 8
| CHAPTER II
The Ku KluxAKlanooogo-oo-o-oo'n‘oooolo‘.w";qooo 32
' CHAPTER IIT |
55

George Dale: EditOorecceccscccscecssscnncccsns
| CHAPTER IV
Freedom OFf The PreSS.ecscsscscsscocssssaases 94
CHAPTER YV
"The Truth Is‘No Defense";.................,122

CHAPTER VI

Conclusion........“q...‘.._............-_......'.'148

Epilogue...._.......p.....'....oo.ov...........l52

/



O

INTROLUCT LON,

This is & case study in political confllct. It

1s a story that desls with some of the institutional

~ ¢leavages to which post war American society has been

subjected. The setting is Middletown; the hero, a

- politicel "reformer". The plot deals with the rise and

fell of the Ku Klax Klen in Middletown, The nexus be-

tween plot and setting is a phase in the career of the

" hero. "To some Americans this man,.Gedrge R. Dalé, was

the best-known oitizen of Middletown. When he died at
the ﬁge of sixty-seven in March, 1936,ethevAssociated
Press obituary commanded space of half a column oT moTe
in the press of New York, Chioago, and other cities.
Dele was a 'white-haired little man with the seat worn

out of his pants'.who for twenty years had edited =

local Democratic weekly. Always fearless, he'xoée-to

netional prominence when, almost single-handed, he

. fought the EKu Klux Klan which ruled the state and city

in the mid-1920ts. "1

‘1pyna, Robert 5. and Helen Merrell, Middletown in
Transition: A Study in Cultursl Confllicts, New York,
23. For e*ﬁew«York Times,

1937, p. & ‘ K t
Merch 28, 1936, p. 15; also the New York Hersld Tribune,
March 28, 1936, p. 10. The quotation about the "white-

-haired 1ittle man...." comes from Douglas, W. A. 8.,

nThZ7Mayor of Middletown", American Mercury, August, 1930,
po 6. : .



| Middletown, now famoua laboratory of the Ljnda //«3 |
who gave its name to their two sociological studies, 1is '
~in reality Muncie, Indiana The first of these studies,
‘niddletown: A Study in Contemporary Americen. culture,g

is a landmark in American institutional history not only
because it is the first exploration into "the social
anthropology of contemporary life", but because it put.
the welgh%t of authoritative research behind the keen
 analysis and cynicism-of 8inclair Lewis“uaih Street and

Babbitt. America saw the ﬁhola_panorama of its very
existence laid bare befom it .’
Gontrary=to*p0pu1ar-belief, Middletown 1s not
a "typical" community. Uninformed citizens of Muncie
1ike to think ﬁhatvthéir‘a'haa been chosen the "idesl" | Q;D
American city. Never have the*Lynds'made suoh claims
Their aim has been not to prove an elaborame thesis but
rather "to record observed phenomena, thereby reising
‘ questions and'suggesringrposaible fresh points of depar-
ture in the study éf group behavior“.5 In searching for
a representative American'community they_;trubk upon

Muncie because it seemed more nearly than any other city

'zﬁéwvtork, 1929.
3Middl-etown, p. 3.
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to fit the Qbiective‘atandardé of éelection which has
been determined beforehand. Climate, Tate of growth,
divergified”induétrial activities, ouitural advantages,
population, and geography were a few of the characteris-
tios‘oonsidered. | o

| ~In orde:\to‘inaure.a complete overall picture

it was neceseary to choose a city'whichsiduld‘lend~it—_

~self best to the technique of field research. YW1£h‘tpe

obvious mechanicsl limitations in mind it was decided

that a oity of between 35,000 and 50,000 inhebltants

would be the most eamsily studied. "A city of this size,
it wgs felt, would be‘iargeﬂenoughvto‘havé put on long
trousers and to take:itself seriously, and‘yet¢small\\

enough to be studi'ed-‘from'many aspects as a unit‘.,':',"‘ .

‘Furthermore, in & city of whose total‘poﬁulgtion Negroes

and foreign-born form only an infinitesimal part impor-

tant problems of racial dynamics do not impinge upon

those purely cultural. This consideration might in.

itself be enough to disprove any of Middlet,own!;q claims
to being "typical®. Racial conflicts certainly are im-
portant in much of present'day’American industrialized

soclety. |
Stressing "its characteristic rather than its

014, p. 8.



exceptional features", ithe final selection was oriented -
toward Muncie because it had nolspecigl "gocial problems" ‘3
overshadowing the entire 1ife of the community. A decade
later Muncie could no longer meet the same Belective .
requirements 5 | L

My own reasons. for ohoosing thls subjeoct about
which to write a thesis are.obvious.v‘Muncie has been
my home for almost as'many'yeérs as 1 can remember anﬂ
although I was very young at the time I still have vivid
recollections of the great turmoil caused by many of the
events described below, Especially do I remember the
Ku'Klux Klan and Geoge Dale as Mayor of«ﬁuncie., It was
only natural then, with o few years of maturing on the
oollegé level plus'a goodly’exposure to prbbleme of . 'Q;D ,
government that ny 1nterests should be direoted back to

the communtty of which I am 8 part.f '
- With literally oceans of untouched material at

my fingertips and,my-1nterestagcrystalizad by the work
of the Lynds I set out to explore the politics of Muncié.
Invariably my attention was draﬁn to George;R.'Dalé...;
of all people! The man who without much :eflection i‘had
looked upon, aiong with the rest of Middletown, as a sort
of circus freak. It mas & stending joke in my family to

Syiddletown in Transition, p. 315.




)

call myvyoung sister, "George Dale", when, in childish
stubbo;ness she was diBObedignt.-:Suohvan attitude
superficially.ccﬁoed'Munciels,bpinion,of pale, the in-
corrigible, the man who would_not‘conform; ‘ , |

+ But curiosity turngd'to’inquiry,~1nquiryvto
dovnright interest, As e result i have been stﬁdying
this man's political‘ca;ngr‘fqr over a_yéa;, In this
thesis I bave attempted to foous sharply upon what seems
to me to be an important, if not the 1mportant phase of
Laleis"political‘life in connection with Nunole's

| The difficulties of such az},under,taking are
obvious. .F;rst;,there has been the problem of selecting
material. Becondly, it is hardly an easy task %o isélate

a éhort period in the history of a community or a person

'and present an intelligible picture to the uninformed

reader; Finally, the-négd for objectivity in a study of
this kind doee not have to be stressed. .My omn peculiar
relation\to the topic might go tonidve>Piofeésor Lynd's
statement the "the soclal scientist as an imperaonai-,

worker selecing problems and analyzing them with blood-

"~ less concern only for science exists no more than does

the '‘economic man', Bubjective factors inevitably

intrude...."6

61pid, p. x.



© Just a word on the documentation. Most of the =
material incorporated into this thesis has been taken S
from Muncie'newéﬁapera. 'Iale's-attitude toward the
community has been easily traceable through his own
'editorial'columns; Fbr?a'complete pioture of Muncie's
attitude toward Dale the task hes not been so simple.
The two daily papers, the Munéiexuornigg'étar, and ‘the"

Muncie Evening Press, are both Republioan,--That they

oan not be said to represent adequately local public
opinion is shown by the Lynds.? In an’ economy that dedi-
cates itself to Mammon, "Middletown's prese, like its
pﬁlﬁit,'haS‘largely*surrendéfed its traditional role of
Ieader;‘both havevbartered‘theif peCﬁliér rights to pro-
olaim‘eﬁérply dissident‘trutha for the right to be well | Q.J
éupﬁorted'by thé reigning*éOOnomy.1 And as a'resﬁlt;linv
the central areas of businéas,'national politics, and
civic pride they tend to reflect the point of view con-
venient to the puipoees of-ﬁhis“domingnt*core of business
interests...."® guch §n ana1yéia, however, coﬁld"neVer
be applied to Dale. ,The«faet.that'mdnéy meantvvery little
to him insured two thiﬁgs; one,fthat»he~cqu1d never acdept

the dominant symbols of the community and'secoggly,'bf
7Ipid., Chap. X, p. 373%f. |

81bid., p. 3a1.
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freeing himself from them he was able to write in any
manner and about anything he pleased. .He never bartered
his birthright to the truth for & pot of the economic
porridge. ' |
Relatively speaking, the evening paper has

- glways exercised the greatest amount of editorial inde-

"pendence.g For this reason I have relied upon its

editorials almost entirely to give the background picture
of what Muncie thought of Dale. I do not pretend that
the picture 1s aoccurate in detail but I do say that it

approaches as nearly as is pdssible with the tools of

' research the general outlines of a nebulous public opinion.

Ibid., p. 374.




CHAPTER I.
BACKGROUND: THE POST WAR ERA.

To attribute all our American difficulties
since 1920 to the first world war would bé obviously
stretching a point. But there are certain social
'trends which, if they did not actually begin with or
were caused by the war, at least became evident during
and immediately after the war period.

. It is hardly necessany for one to be a trained
psychologist or physiologist tb understand what a war
such as the last one can do to a whole nation. If the
"ngtion in arms* is only the product of very careful and
clever planning on the part'of proPagaﬁdista; if infelli-
gent men suddenly become not only willing but eager to
"make the world safe for democracy"p if the "civil state”
suddenly beqomes the "soldier state“,l that a1l this
will be quickly forgotten and efadicated from the nervous
s&stem of the nation as géon as the immediate pressure

has passed is a non segquitur. It is much quicker process

to anaesthetize the patient than to brihg him out of it.

No great social pressure had forced the American

people to feel very deeply on any significant national

Litorstein Marx, Fritz, Govérnment In the Third
Reich, New York, 1937, (2nd. ed.) p. 1bff.
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problem since the days of Réconstruction;q The obvious
exception to thig statement is again, the world war.

The trémepdous‘amount of nationalism and patriotism
whipped up after 1916 touched off a spark‘difficult"to
e;tipguish when no lohgef needed. “Granted_the qualifi-
cations_of such a thesis, I am‘personally convinced that

much of the internal unrest in the United States during

‘the 1920's may be traced directly”to»the nation*s search

for an emotional outlet - a pop -off valve - to allow for
a more gradual escape of ‘the super abundance of . lqyaltles
created but not‘nearly'épnauméd.by necessities_of war.

On the national scene, the end of the war saw
also the end of legal liquor and the coming'df female‘v
franchise. “Normalcy" was uaﬁered‘in with the returnfof
the Republicans. The peace treaty still had to be signed
and something had to be done about war profiteers - now
that the war was over. DPrices shdt.upwarda and "the:
high cost of'living“'became a most important table topic.?
Mmerics then had‘her”big “réd scare®. Newspapers pic-
tured the "communist menace", - dirty beards and bombs -
lurking in dark places intent upon bloﬁing the land of

the free into complete anarchy and en era of black bread,

2Allen. Frederick Lewis, Only Yesterday, New York,
1931, P. 5.
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_ Then there was always the cartoon of the "real
Americéns“, New England Yankee type, kicking these
"Furiners“'all.tﬁe way from the,coasf of Maine . to the
river Don. Even Harvard was'“ihVestigated*_but Dean
Pdund and Fe11x¢Frahkfurter‘were found not ”subvérsive“.

‘Strikes were an every day occurance especially
in the coal snd steel industries. The Boston police |
stiike.echoed thfdughout the nation and caused many who
had not done so before to ponder. Law and order were
'no longer taken for granfed,kaittle‘wohder, then that
this situation soon brouéhthabout a regction. The
vigilante spirit of the frontier days suddenly gripped
many sectioﬁs of the country; the Ku KluxaKlan was be=~
coming a powerful movement,

As the nineteen twenties rolled on tradition
" and faithpwefe”again gi&en a severe test by;tpe-scbpes
”monkay” trial in Dayton; Tennessee.: Clarence Darfow's
p01nted queries about the Bible shook the bellefs of
many more- persons than William Jennings Bryan. The
nation was wondering as never before about its morals;
thig was. the "Jazz age” ‘ |
But. all the while, the great panacea of all
national ills - economic prosperity - was oatensibly

healing the wounds made by those events, Prosperity gave



if not a real, at least an apparent stability to the
social order Wh;ch allowed‘itvto progress, Prosperity
made the nation quickly forget the Teapot Dome ecandéls
and enabled it to recoup its investment nerves shaken
by the Florida boom. Prosperity made Americe oblivious
to economic warnings of the dafk days of 1929,

| Turning from the national to the local scene
the picture is hardly chénged. Because it is a part of
the United States, Muncie, Indiana, was bound to feel
the same imbacts that affected fhe nation as a whole.

Thig little city felt the war's aftermath keenly. The

nation‘lost citizénéybut Muncie fémilies_lost husbands

and sons. Grain prices rose on the Chicago Board of
Trade butjmnnéie hdusewi?es.were much more annoyed that
bread priceé went up a penny or two, Business indices
moved ﬁp'or down but Walnut'Stfeet Mefchaﬁts were much
more interested in knowing whether the week's business
would be ruined if it rained next Saturday. |

| ‘Aside from all these national factors, Muncie,
like aﬁy other American ddmmunity, had its own particular

city joys, hopes, and sorrows, Proximity to local pro-

1

‘blems magnified their importance.

‘Muncie's great post-war joy was the advent of

the General Motoré which céme to build a great plant and



a great city. This was in 1919 when labor troub;é was
something peculia; only to backward Furopean nétions;
The Genera} Motors was eagerly welcqmed_uy 8ll atraté
of society. \Labor hoped for jobs, and buéinesa'planned
to profit as nevér before. Rumors were heard that four
to five million dollars was to be spend in the city
immediately. Muncie Was,ih economic ecstasy, Bellowed
a civic minded eéitorfat the time of the announcement,
"are you ready to help Muncie become g city of 100,000?”3
Some time latter the people were solemnly informed that,

++« YMJNCIE IS BIG OR LITTLE ACCORDING AS SHE GRASPS THE

OPPORTUNITY FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH THE GENERAL MOTORS
OFFRRS HER."4 Certainly officlals of the General Motors

had been faithfully promised by-the “Chamber of Commerce
crowd" that Muncie would tolerate no amount of labor
actxv1ty. They also attempted to convince the mass of
citizens - the laborers'- of how well off was their state.
Eaitorials insisted that notwithstanding higher costs of
living “labor never in its histony'is s0 wéll off as today,
ngve# so wellpoid and never so discontonted. Organized
labor, especially has come into its own, is getting‘ﬁore

nearly what is its due, and insofar as its new rates and

SMuncie Evening Press, Sept. 9, 1919 and following
numbers., : \ ‘ ‘

41pid., Oct. 23, 1919.

12
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privileges are making for happiness and better 1living,
homes and betfer.living‘cpnditiona, everybody is pleésed.

“But there has ariseh in its renks a radical

- element composed largely of foreigners, of_diéloyalists

that seem bent oh wresting control from the_conéervativea.

~ the latter of whom have made possible all of labor's
‘prbgress; industrially and socially up to this time.

The radicals are the same‘to a large extent, that fought

'ihsidiously against this natibn“during the great war and

they are opposed to American institutions and are the

real foes of American labor,“5

13

In the same issue of this newspaper was a picture -

;of John L. Lewis under which was the warning caption:

"If these men get a,SO;hour week and'so per cent more.

wages, for which they threaten to strike, coal prices

will soar.“6

Sixteep years later when the General Motors

- returned to the Muncie it had deserted during the de-

pression, the attitude of "the business class" toward

organized labor had hardly changed,! "The plant moved

back after, and because of, the bitter Toledo strike,
S1ibid., Oct. 20, 1919,

61bid.

7See‘Middletown in Transition, p. 36ff.
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and the central issue in ites return was the fact that
Middletown is an open-shop town and its controlliﬁg
business-meh were prepared to-pledge its continuance
as an open-shop town."® Next to its glass jars? its
transmissions became Muncie's pride and claim to fame
in the world's markeﬁs.

| The coming of the General Motors also brought
with it minor problems with which the city had to cope
before it became adjusted to its new economic advantages.
There was an acute shortage of housing facilities. Said
& local editorial, "We are not now in need of civic
movement bﬁﬁ 2 CIVIC”MGVEMﬁNT. the housing movement."10
There were‘cnYB set up against "rent profiteers", threats
and exhortations but these were soon forgottenyin the
excitement of Muncie's political problems.

Throughout the first half of 1921 the most im=-
portant political question facing ever& citj in Indiana
was whdﬁ to do about the‘recentlj passed Knapp Act,
which permitted cértain classgified municipaliﬁies to
institute either a commission or a Commission-Manager

form of government.' Local 6pinion in Muncie was

81bid., p. 35.

91bid., p. 74ff. on the "X family: A Pattern of
Business-clags Control.®

1°Muncie Evening Press, Oct. 23, 1919,
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definitely split on the queétioﬁ. The evenlng paper

.rapidly opposed the proposed change which was to be

decided by popular referendum'while the mornlng paper

 mildly supported it. The Mhncle Evening Press supported

a "Home Rule League" opposed to the strong minorlty

- favoring the possible change. City officials were

naturally the most violent opponents of the new plan

becauSe_thqy’sfood'ﬁo lose most by it§“therefore, they

found many columms devoted to their opinions in the

‘evening paper. The City Attorney accused the National
‘Municipal League, the American civic'Aeeocietion, the
‘National Short BallOt‘ﬁssociatiOn.dand the Cify'Manager4

’Associatlon of attempting to s&eze control of the clty.

Some of his remarks were actually laughable. Said he,
"The plan iSaee.’ to get absolute control of municipali-
ties. Theyll are engaged in the buszness of manufac- |
turing clty managers and’ secretarles of commercial clubs

and they must find a market for their finiahed product

else their business fail.... But thank heavena, the
: multitudes are fast becomlng famlllar with their deceptive

‘arguments, and on the 7th day. of June next. a righteously

indignant people ofﬁthis city will hurl from this mni-
cipality the heartless crowd of New York which is

llReferring to the above named organizations,
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attempting to tear our liberties from their ghrine. (ﬁmﬁ
and barter them awqy to the enemies of freedom., -
~ "You voted against the‘League of Nations on
last vaember, now are you goihg to vote for a League
of Mnnieipalities and place those New York *birds' in
eontrol? Are you going to inv;te them to enter our
gates aﬁd take.éoseeseion of your,persone and propery?
"I class them as roving bandits of old, who
under chiefs or leaders subsisted by eweeping down upon
Aand plundefing the people. They would take possessien
of_ourselves and our proepeious city, supdue.its people
and divide the spoils between themselves, I cennot.see¢
 any otﬁer‘ebject ‘they have in mind except to get control."lg —
| As the date of the referendum drew near thls ")
paper indreased its howls against a form of government
that was “autocratic and subversive of American ideals"'
egalnet a remedy "worse than the diseaee” it was intended
_ to cure.15 The days of war propaganda were not so distant
" that the people forgot their late hate against things.

Teutonic, The Mnncie Evening Press etirred up old embers

with telllng effect eaylng. for example, "We must heed,
too, the warning of the people in the towns that have

12Mhncie Evening Press, May 20, 1921.

131bid., May 23, 1921
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been afflicted by the impoéition of the Germanic form

of government upon them, and in the listening loss for

the moment the clamoring voices of theorlsts and faddists

who would bridle us in 11kewise."l4 qnerried the same
paper a few days later in most ominous tonea;-”Wouldn't
it be worse for the voters to find théir‘hands‘tied by
a man foreign to the community who had ho interest‘in
the_community except his salary check, than to :1nd

themselves in the hands of their own citiZena who would

be fearful of the wrath of the voters if these officers

misbeha.ved....? .
"Wouldn't it be worse to have a foreign burgo-
master like the Germans have in charge of their cities -

which is all that a manager would be -~ than to have an

vAmérican_mayor and an American council in charge of our

American city as we now have?  COULIN'T IT BE WORSE AND

WOULIN'T IT BE WORSE?“L®

‘The morming paper's mllder support of the plan
hardly compared with the force of the Opp031tion and
probably kept the fight from being more important than
it actually was. This paper.took the very safe position

of advocating the hackneyed reformer's plea; that is,

14Muncie Evéning,Press, Mﬁy 27, 1921.

151bid., May 30, 1921.

17
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put the aity on a business basis and throw out the
political bdssea.w Suggested its editoriéla; "If any
voter who 1s,opposéd to.the present system of political
government in city affairs fails to vote.... he should
forever hold his tongue and say nothing abbut“hdw the
affairsof«Mﬁuncie,ai‘e»conduéted.“l6

_The most emphatic editorial in support of a
City Manager Was an admonition to cast off the- political
yoke; “The proposal to put Muncie's govarnment in the
hands of a non~partisan board of commissioners 1n whose
interest will be the interest of the taxpapers and not
that of the Republican-dr Deﬁocratic party, shduld.be
supported by .. every man and woman who thinks of the ‘safety
of their homes and chlldren.”;’7

The plan was defeated in the referendum by a

margin of 2'to 1l. 'There was a real léndSIide against it
in the pdorer sections of the town and very noticeably
in thetcoibréd distfiqts. The morning.paper‘Was resigned
to the outcome and weakly suggested that "the average
voter requlres an occaaionaly prodding to awaken within
him his duties as a citizen.

"We belleve that those responsibilities have been

16yuncie Morning Star, May 22, 1921,

171bid., May 26, 1921.
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awakened and thHat the voters of Muncie will go into
the primaries and nominate the men best fitted for the
placés which they aspire to fi11i® - Just as if the
good people had.not always had a chance to nominate the
"best® men but usually neglected too. . R
The Press was jubilant. It 1ooked‘upon this
defeat as a personsl victory and an index of its own
power in the community. Gloating, it wisely remarked -
that it Was e7ident~tha£ the people "are not ready to

place themselves mnd their affairs in the hands of one

man as community boss énd‘thaf they still preserve in
‘their hearts the ideals of freedom and democracy incul-

cated by the constitution and be the founding fathers.

*The PRESS is glad of the part it played in
this victory which it believes is distinctly that of

the csmmon peOplé; and if the occasion should again

arise when it felt called upon to defend the interests
of the community it will have no hesitancy in doing so.“19
Ad so was ended a short and bitter fight, which, if it

did nothing more, proved that all was not complete

accord within the‘communi@y pattern. Fissures desper:

18Mhncie'Morning Star. May 28, 1921.

19Muhéie Evening Press,.June 8, 1921,



than partisan differeﬁces became‘faintly discernable, ‘/A)
The years were to clarify them., |
Nk ok R R Kk kR
Munciets cleim to fame, aside_from being used |

a8 & sociamlogical laborétony. from its Ball family and

their glass jars, and from its basket-ball teams may be

found in its politics about which few of its citizens
like to speak publicly. The fair name of Muncie has

been regularly Spléshed overlfhe front pages of metro-

politan newspapers in connection with some political

‘scandal or other ever siice 1919, 1In April of that

year came a great political stench. For the fi:st time

in its histo:y Muncie was aware of a small army of -
Federal investigators in its midst.‘ During the next ‘-;)
~decade and a half similar situations were to become

everyday occurances and veﬁy little thought givén them

other than the usuai explanation that scmething-must;
heawrong-at-city-hall-again. |

| The local papers announced that the federal

Afficers were investigating a large ring of confidence

men who were conducting fake prize fights and making

fraudulent land deals, There were rumors of "big money"

being taken from out-of-town "guckers"®, No names were

as yet divuldged but the evéning paper saw a note of
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}subtle humbrfin_the cémical way in which “auckers*

bite.?l |
1t weakly admitted thét~vice coqditions did

exist in Muncie snd that the eity should be "cleaned
up" but suggested that the federal men should cooperate

'}'with the local police if there was any iﬁvﬁstigating to

do, Still, it was consoling to know that there was
vice in every city and that it was impossible to\wipe
it out‘combletely. "Surely there is a way to do this
ﬁnd surely public sentiment in time will crystallize
to the point where it will demand that Muncie be made

‘a throughly decent place in which to live. Enough has
been divulged and is to be divulged by federal investi-

gators to warrant the bellef that with proper coopera-

tion the locsl authoritiés'mdy'be‘able to acéomplish a

,vgreaﬁ‘deal toward ridding the community of its low dives,

at least. This task is not a job for professional
feformers; hal f-baked politicians nor men with sxes to‘
grind, however, end whenever any of these elementé under-
tokes reformatibn“the movement is foredoomed to failure

before it begins, but certailnly if the men whom the

- public has entrusted with the conduct of its affairs

are sensible and right minded they should be able to

21ld‘uncie Evening Press.<Apriirl7. 1219,




accomplish mugh.»az. Thia same paper tried to iaugh off
the whole situation .in ediforialsvtélliﬁg how much
worse were crime conditions in Chicagdg§»m'a city sixty
times larger than Hnncie - and hy admitting that® even
if all the stories told about the swindles of the Muncie
gang are true, the men did,not do much robbing of Mnncie
‘people, preferring to work. on outsiders. Welshould be .
areful to. give proper crédit in these little matters.'24
I do not imply when I éuotg from one of the

local papers that either of them indicate the opinions

of morg_than a very small portion of‘the community. But
it gives an interesting insight into some of the political
ideas,pf‘the "good people® of‘an amerage\Amﬁricéh,commun-
ity to note how editoriala representing their opinions
have and sfill‘explain the phenomena of;loéal.politics.
The present exgmplg_camgwat.the height‘df.tpe recent
- federal inwestigation. As yet eve;ythipg was s8till in -
the secretive stage, no one knew who was going to De

exposed although it was becoming evident;that goms local

offigials might be connected éomewhere in the operations -

of the *ring". At‘such-é-time,.the evening paper ex-

plained all the city's difficulties in these terms:

.k?SMnncie Evening Press, April 21, 1919. _
241bid., April 22, 1919,

221pid., April 18, 1919,
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. ®The principle reasons why viciousness
has been so generally triumphant in the long
run even when at times seemingly brought to
hay, have been about theges :

“Toomnch politice.

*Lack of temperence of speech and act
on the part of those who have taken the lead
in attacking vacious conditiona.

"Unlimited 'nerve' snd funds possessed
by the lawless element.

"Protection of 1aw1esaness by persons in
high places.

~"Lack of common sense 1éadership and‘lack
of adequate organization on the part of the
- generally decent.element..s. |

- ~“"While we continue fn our present state -
of disorganization, we can only trust that
those outside the city who have been investi-
gating things here will continue and will act
upon the results of their investigation.
Maybe we shall be together in some organized
way, soon, but just now we need help from

outside.“ ‘

The city was ”together in some organized way“ 1n a few
years.' | . , .

Thg upshot of the inveétigations_waa the in-
dictment of the mayor and pfosecuting attorney along with
others for violation of the United States postal 1aws.26
Thus was begun the era of mayor troublee which even today

Hnncie has not been able tq leave behing. In the case 1n

25Mnncie Evening Press, May 12, 1919,

. 2GI.bid., June 26, 1919; Muncie Morning Star, June 27,
1919; Wew York Times, June 27, 1919, b. |
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point, the Mayor and hia con.frerea were accused of being
embers of this swindling syndica.te which carried on some
of its activities thr_ough the mails. The gpol:!.tical
career of that mayor, Dr. Rofflin Bunch, would indeed
make a faséin‘ating case study i:nﬂ itself. A reai ward
boss type of.politiqian,v he had vhuilt his beraonal or-
ganization on a firm social aénice foundation. A4s a
'guick" physici’an, - but‘ noné the less a wvery able one -
he has built up & large practic'e.among the poorer classes
and was known especially among the E’égroéa as a man who
did not press his debtors too ha-réhly. Blected mayor in
1914 he continued his chartible -ﬁroclivities and if his
methods of 'disbursing serviceé wére not alway's Jethical.
they were at least effective politically. Eveh‘if cars
of cosgl and _flour were mysteriously rlobbed in Mancile
freight yards, there were a good many familigs that were
warm and had bread during the winter months. -  In 1916 he
had been charged with accepting protection" mouey from
various ®"dives®™ and gambling housea in .Muncie but the
Jury could not agree and his case was dismissed. He was
reelected the next year bjr the lafgest majority evér
given a candidate before that time.®’ Now he was to

face a federal, not a county court,

271{uncie Efening Presa. June 26, 1919.
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The local papers made an honest effort to

be impartial after the indictments had been returned

and before the trial began. Editorial opinion admonished
28

~the people to "go slowly" in judging the accused men.

*We shall not ﬁrejudée,the men who have been‘indicted‘and
have no wish to do so; but we can ju@geuburaelvesJand |
our community.as harshly as we pleaserand not be amiss.

If Mnncie's name has become a byword and é hissing through-
out the state‘among decent pé:sons;,it 1s because we have
allowgdvit to become so - and by 'we' is meant tlose who v

consider themselves decent citizens.' If this reﬁutgtion

- if to continue, we will be to_b1ame.F29 This last opinion

is very intereating,in that it was one'Of the few occasions
when either}of the local papers was willing to make a
distinction in its editorials between the "nice" people

of the community and all others. As thé trial drew nearer

~the papers concentrated upon Munciefslﬂwide open"Avice_

éonditiqnagahd the fact that something should be done about
them.sp But the community could console itself in the know-

lédge that Muncie was different from other cities suffering

from unhealthy polities. In Muncie, "evil is resisted and

®8yuncie Morning Star, June 27, 1919,

2%uncie Evening Press, June 26, 1919.

%O1bidi, Nov. 3, 1919 and following numbers,
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apprehended and punished, whereas in many other cities
it is folerated. condemned and endured."31 Iﬁ sy case
the defendents were found guilty.sz and the mgyor and
prosecuring sttorney were sentenced to serve two.years in
prison,. o A,neﬁ meyor and prosecutor tock office and
snnounced a “cieén—u—theecity”‘policy. ‘Such a program
has become asregular an event in the political life of
the city as the annual Community Fund Drive,

 The later career of the mayor is very interesting
in view of the fact that after he was pardoned by President
Coolidge in 1923, his ﬁame éleared‘and franchise restbred,34
he slipped back quietly into his practice andibegan repairing
his broken‘organizatiOn.' That h}s réhabilitétion was suc-
cessful 1is evidenced in the tacf that he is the present
mgijyor of Nnncie; | :

‘The next political stir that ceme to the city was

the announcement that federdl indictmenta hgdﬁbeep served

“upon & number of locaiiiquof.law violators.?’5 Stories of

graft and unholy political connections flew thick snd fast.

31Mnncie Evening Press, Nov, 6, 1919.

32Ibid., Nov. 11, 1919; New York Times, Nov. 12, 1919,
p. 1l4.

33Miimcie Evening Press, Nov. 25, 1919.

Stpm—

$41bid,., Sept. 15, 1923; Muncie Morning Star, Sept. 16,
1923. _

351bid., Dec. 7, 1921 and following numbers in both local
papers.
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The evening'pape: bemoaned the féct that federal
authoritiéé‘alwdya,had to come into the;city to clean
out vice and corruption which 1dcél officiala‘aaqmed"
unwilling to touch. The city would get & bad name if
something were not done about this state of affairs.
But there was' a ray of hope. Said the ggggg.’ﬁuuncie-”
is about to have a change in her city adminiétratioﬁ;'
We expgct conditions here to be helped materially by -
this.change heCausé it ia'the'uhdéfsfanding that there .
is to be a general cleaning-up of‘the~pdiice department,
among othér thipgs.“ss ‘ |

»  Surelx enought,‘aslﬁhe'first duely elected
mayor since Bunch went to prison tooquffice, there came
the expected ”ehgke—up”‘in'the police department.57 For
s time Muncie politics ran smoothly. .

Because of its greater editorial freedom and
igterest in local affairs, some editorisl opinions of
the evening péper are very interesting especially when

 written during periods of’comparative political calm,

There: is. for example, & great deal oprractlcal

o6 Muncie Evening Press, Dec. 9, 1921,

$37In both local papers, Jen 3, 1922. It is unimpor-
tant but interesting to note in this connection that the

new mayor was also a physician.

/
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philogbphy of government applicable to much of our
Americén experiehcg in the following excerpt from an
editorials "The Americen people-are great 'kickers®
about the way their government is run and sbout the
kind of men that sometimes get into office, and yet
when they make these objections they would be‘bettér
made agminst themselves. '_ | |

‘”We have ahoqt‘the«kiqdvof:govermmenﬁ"we wish
and have in office the kind of men that we ourselves
are, in the mass, or father better. The greatest
difficulty is that we do‘oﬁr objecting after election
instead of oui investigating‘before‘eléction."38
. “But even with the occasional outburst of a ¥ ::;D
"common-sense® editorial, the local papers in Muncie "
bcould hardly be said to hold a consisteht position in
poiitical attitudes. .When; for instance, Muncie was
faced with the city maneger problem:the‘ggggg screamed
for “Cdnstitﬁtionaliam?.and the "good old American way"
of running a government, It insisted that-"the federal
system with the primazy election plan is the fairest
‘method'ever devised by men. It gives to each voter the

right of individual expression; and for this very reason

S8ymncie Evening Pfesé,AApril‘lz, 1922,
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it is freer from ébuses‘than any other plan.... ﬁhat a

publie aervant violates faith is no qut ériticism\of

the politicsl aystem.*sg And-jet,gnot a yedr later, -

came the following editorial onzthe~diréct primary where -

ihe seme paper chémpioned "change" and,ﬁprogress5 in

government; “It was the idea of the nation's_founding o | j

fathe:s«that'we’should‘have a rgpresentative government.

- A pure democracy was found,impossib}e after the nation

had outgrown its swaddling clothes and‘attaihed a large

p0pulation and it then became more than ever necessary
that the people shduld.geledt their officers‘ﬁhroughu |
men delegated for that’purposé,ﬁ Thé‘system*worked_well
and 1t produced the nation?§ gréqt statesmen for a

hundred years or more. It had come to'bq realized that

the douhtzy had‘paased_the town-meeting stage of its

existence. Now there are those who would go back a cen-

tury end a half and attempt to place us within the old

shell that we have outgrown and cast aside."%C This

editorial went on to discuss the~procésses of government

and has an~interesting thought on. civil service which
might be of great significance if it represented the
Opinion of the entire commnity on this subject. This

39%Mncie EVening_Preas,_May 28, 1921.

%01pid., April 18, 1922,
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paper loocked upon the creation of a civil service in
American government as a“”béautiful theory". In practice,
it went on to explain, men appointed‘under civil service
proviaions tend to becbmg lazy and inefficient because
they know‘they will not lose their jobs. And by the =
same reasoning it concluded that appointive, political
officials always will be best because the alertness
needed for them to keep their jobs will mean that they
will perform their duties better. This is not necessarily
a haivevsort of argument, It ﬁerely demonstrates how
thinly developed among the peOple-was‘any'idea‘of having
trained administrators to run their ggvagnment a8 well

as how deep-rooted were traditional faiths in the inher-
-ent goodness of their institutions regardless of how
badly they worked. Editorials are not quite the same
today; Muncie has begun to questioﬁ this old gymbols,

I haveskiressed these editorial opinions to
suggest lines of division in Middletown's cémmunity
pattern that were apparent in- the early 1920'5. The
local papers were an 1nadequate but non the leaa important

index to these divisiona and therefore cannot be taken as

irrelevant, But if the above-mentioned disturbances of the

'5ygtus quo were only embryonic at this early date, there
31d be little question of the tremendous strain put upon



the commnity by a new organization which suddenly
engulphed Middletown - the Ku Klux Klan. Most importent
was the part played bjr this new group alignment in local
politics for the next five years.

B




CHAPTER LI.
THE KU KLUX KLAN.

When in June, 1922, a Negro in Muncie was
kidnapped and either flogged or threatened with .flogging
by & band of “mgsked men",1 Mhncie hardly raised its
eyebrows. The ggggg, however, was very careful to deny
that an organization called the Ku Klux Klah had anything
to do with the kidnapping. The city attorney, afterwards
known as having Klan affiliations,2 emphatica1xy denied
any Klan connections with the episode., Said the chief.of
Poiice. "I haven't seen any masked men and I don*t think
there were any."5 There was no prosecution.

The rise of the Ku Klux Klan points to some
very significant things about American pblitical and men—
tal processes and gegause it played such an important part

in the political history of Muncie, I shall dwell upon it

at some length.

lunncie,Evening Press, June 12, 1922,

2This man, C., B, Benadum, has since been connected with
similar movements in Muncie most noteably the Silver Shirts
which was esentially an anti-Semitic organization. He has
also written a book called Blackshirt (Philadelphia, 1935)
which tells sbout Klan-like activities of a fascist order

in America.

SMuncie Evening Press, June 13, 1922,

. B
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The "big Red scare® coming as it did on the
heels of the war made the nation jittery. For the

first time in its history America was conscibusvof

ﬁreaI labor'agitatidn.;-Strikes, higher prices, and a
ffew scattered bombs convinced a large sector of the

“public that all this unrest Was perpetrated by insidlous

"radicals",

‘"The American business man.,.. had come
out of the war with his fighting blood up,
ready to lick the next thing that stood in
hig way. He wanted to get back to business
and enjoy his profits. Labor stood in his.
way and threatened his profits. He had come
out of the war with.a militant patriotismg
and mingling his idealistic with his selfish
motives, after the manner of all men at all
times, he developed a fervent belief that
100-per-cent Americanism and the Welfare of
God*'s own Country and Loyalty to the Teachings
of the Founding fathers implied the right of .
the business man to kick the union organizer
out of his workshop. ' He had come to distrust
anything that was foreign, and this radicalism
he saw as the spaswn of long-haired slavs and
unwashed East-Side Jews. And, finally, he
had been nourished during the war years upon
stories of spies and plotters and interna-
tional intrigue. He had been conv1nced that
German sympathizers signaled to one another
- with lights from mountain-tops and put ground
glass into surgical dressings, and he had
formed the habit @f expecting tennis courts
to conceal gun-emplacements. His credulity
had thus been stretched until he was quite
‘ready to believe that a struggle of American .
laboring-men for better wages was the beginning
of an armed rebellion directed by Lenin and
Trotsky, and that behind every innocent pro-
fessor who taught that there were arguments for
a8 Wwell as against socialism there was a bearded

rgscal from eastern Burope with a momey ba% in
- one hand and a smoking bomb in the other.

4f11en, op. cit., pp. 48-9.
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When, in Septemher. 1919, The Boston Police went out on
strike many people were convinced that der tag had come,
that "the dreaded revolution~was beginning here and‘»naw."5
‘Then, as if all this was not sufficient proof of
& great "red conspiTacy® against the United States‘govern-
ment, there came the great steel and cosl strikes of which
I have spoken above. Even.the @Qet level~headed ware be-
binning to wonder. Suddenly the Government came into the
picture, United Staree AttorneyAGenerel, A.'Mitehell
Palmer, the "Fighting Quaker" turned the Department of

Justice into a very effective 0. G P u. Red—baiting, arrests,

raids, and deportations were the order of the day - Wlth
little cqncern for such incidental considerations as

Amerlcan citizenship, warrants or writs of habeas corpus,

“Hysteria had reached its height.

' “BOr did ‘it quickly subside. For the
professional superpatriots {end assorted
special propagandists disguised as super-
patriots) had only begun to fight.  Innum-

" erable patriotic societies had sprung up,

each with its executive secretary, and
executive secretaries must live, and there-
fore must conjure up new and ever greater
menaces,. Innumbrable other gentlemen now

discovered that they could defeat whatever
they wanted to defeat by tarring it cons-

- picuously with the Bolshevist Brush. Big-

'~ Navy men, believers in compulsory military
servrce, drys, antl-cigarette campaigners,

5Allen, p. 53.,

-
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anti-evolution Fundamentelists, definders
of the moral order, book censors, Jew-
-haters, Negro-haters, landlords, manu-
facturers, utility executives, upholders
of every sort of cause, good, bad and

- indifferent, all wrapped themselves in
0ld Glory and the mantle of the Founding
Fathers and allied their opponents with

- Lenin. The open shop, for example. be-

© came the *American plan' "6 ,

Hardly a public-spirlted citizen or civic group in the
country did not at some time or other come under the
dark cloud of accusation._ The National League of Women
Voters, the Federal Councill. of Churches. the Foreign
Policy Association.*even-Jane Addams' and Will‘Rogers
bore watching.7 it was during a time\eueh a8 this that

Mconformity* Became.the watchword.ofcthose who wished

Allen.ﬁpp. 58-59., It is interesting to note an almost
identical opinion expressed to the writer by the present
mgyor of Muncie - the same Dr. Bunch who went to Atlanta
during his second term - on the question of *radicalism"
in Muncie. In an interview in December, 1936, when asked
his opinion of the Massachusetts Teachers! Oath Bill, His
Honor said, "...there are too many non-governmental insti-.
tutions regulating our lives. They drape the flag and the
Constitution around snything they want done. Then if some-
one won't support them, they are immediately dupped tun-
Americant', tcommunistic*, etc," Certainly there is no
better proof of the extent to which old ways of political
thinking are breaking down in Middletown when a man steeped
in the tradition of the political boss, and an active boss ,

himself, makes such a declaration. ' ,

?1bid., p. 60.
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to be immune from suspicion. It is this same kind of
‘conformity" that still pervades life in Middletown.83

Intolerance became a commonplace.

- “Almost inevitabLy it took the form
of an ugly flareup of feeling against
‘the Negro,,theﬂJewj,and the Roman Catho-
lic. The emotions of group loyalty and
of hatred, expanded during war-time and
then suddenly denied. their intended ex-
pression, found a perverted release in
the persecution not only of supposed
radicals, but also of other elements
‘which to the dominant American group -
the white Protestants - Seemed allen or
'un-American' " : B PR

Exigencies of the war caused a. great migration‘

of southern Negroes to the North. In fact,.the great

Hneed,for indusprial,lahorwbrought;alsp'a-movementvof” o

southern whites. But at least they were not so obvious k-)

as their,cOlored’b#gtﬁfén; <Fri&ti9n and maladjuétmeht
was bound to occur whenevér'large‘aggregates of one racisal
“group noticeably implnged upon the social and economlc |
 §ph§;es of\gnothgg. The North began to see a problem wzth
which“tpeVSputh had‘grappled for,generations.lo Anq1his
aw&fegess}brogghthith it violence. There were raée riots

in Chicago and uneasiness ih‘other largeﬁcitieé.lx

~ Bsee Middletown in Transition, Chapter XII, on ”The
Middletown Spirit.? _

9p11en, op. cit., p. 62.

loGosnell, Harold F., Negro Politicians, Chicago, 19353
qp. XX, -l, 150

1l1bid., p. 63fF. » .

_____



- tales were revived and there were those who were certain

pants pressers and bankers,‘most of whom could not even

understand each other, were to pounce upon the other two

| complete control of a Pope who was not even an Amerloan."

‘A Stuoy of the American Mind, New York, 1924., p. 125,

Henry Ford cryatalized the latent anti-Semitism

- of meny people with his aeries of articles called the

elnternaxional J_ew'_'.,;l2 although‘he,prohably'was not

qulte sure just what the storiee aigned by him in his
Dearborn Independent - and written by hlB now well-known

expounder of Sunday night Fordian philosophy, Mr. V. J.

1Cameron - actuelly 1mplied, The old ?internationallplot“

that every Jew in the world was connected with some

sort of mysterious tong. Twenty million individualists,

billions or less in the world‘and completely subjugate

them. e . ‘ _
Catholics, too, were dragged intO'the‘picture.’
Here was a large group of people ‘who would not send their

children to public schools. Furthermore, they were under

How many persons were convinced that the Vatican City WOuld
be transferred to Washlngton was well proved by Al Smlth‘
presidential campaign.‘ "It was in such an atmosphere‘that
that the Ku Klux KlanblbsBOmedint'o'power.'"l3

121bid., p. 643 Mecklin, John M., The Ku Klux Klan:

13510 en, op. cit. p. 65, Cf., also, Johnson, J. E., .
(comprler)"K&“KIﬁf Klan®, The Refereﬁce Shelf: vol, 1,

no, 10, for an 1nteresting and valuable survey of early
edltorial, aca demic, and purely partisen_ opinion deal=-
ing wit ghases of the rise of the Klan that are

1ent10ned in ig thesis,

-~
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In 1915 a dreany-eyed myetlc. William J. Slmmone,

a former professor of Snuthern hlstory is a small bouthern
college, etarted the modern Ku Xlux Klan. "Fesclnated
as he was from boyhood by'the"romentio story of the old
Klan of Reconstruction days, which is laoked gponiin the
"south as the savior or Sbhthefn‘ciﬁilizatipnsfha'caiied
the ‘new order the Knlghte of the Ku Klux Klan.”l4

| | The first five years of this "fnaternal" organi-
‘zatione were unBVentful and - only scattered sectione of
the country were ‘even aware of its existence. The year
1920, however, saw a sudden and most phenominal rise in
its membereﬁip and‘poﬁer; QThw wholé nation took notice.
Attacked hy the powerful New York World and subject to C;D

,Congressional inveetigation at an early date, the Klan

weathered all opposition and_eoared to new heights of
political power.ks o -
Thistsudden'expaneion of the Klan in 1920 was
. the result.of an internal reoréehizaﬁion”by'meh who saw
great financial possibilitiee in the hooded order. A
propaganda machine that WOuld have gladdened the heart
of Herr Goebbels wae set up by one ‘Edward Y. Clarke whoee

former occupation had been organizer for such apparently

14Mecklin. og. cit., Ps 4.

151b1d., p. 3.
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harﬁless movements as the Anti~Saloon League, the Roo-
sevelt Memorial Fund, and the Near Bast Relief. To
facllltate ‘canvass and control from: Atlanta, the nation-
al headquarters, the whole country was div1ded up into

seversl geographlcal "domains"."“Each 'domain' was divi-

-ded into 'realms' or states. The head of the promotion

department as & whoze‘was~1mper1a1*xieagie E. Y. Clarke.
The head of the 'domain"Waa‘dalied‘aVGiénd'Goblin.: The

head of the 'realm' or state, was called a King Kleagle,

and the house~to-house solicitors, or legwork men, were

called Kleagles. There can be little dOubt‘that'tha

'purely commercial motlve had ‘much to do with the succes-

ful promotiqn of the Klan. The membershlp fee was ten
dollars, which was divided as followas four of the ten

dollars went to the Kleagle, or local solieitor, when hé_

‘signed up a hew‘member? one dollar went into the pocket

of ‘the King Kleagle, or state salea-manager; ‘the Grand

Goblin, or district salesman, had to be content with onlj
fifty cents, while the remaining four dollars and fifty
cehts Went to.At1antas";6' With an orgéniiation>of such
pecuniary possibilitigs-EmperOx-simmons Was’ha:dly able
to cOpe.. He was soon left behind in‘thevrush and a more

paractical opportunist, Dr, Hiram W. Evans, a Texas

. 16 ‘ ’ ‘ . -
Frost, Stanley, The Challenge of The Klan, Indianapo-
lis, 1923. pp. 42, 121ff.; MEcklln, Oops. cit., p. 8; Allen,

OE. Cito. ol 664
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dentlst, exchanged his drill for the toga of the xmperzal

~leard.‘7

) Granted the power of finaﬁélal appeal. it alone
”hardly explaina the phenomlnal growth of "the giant in
the white hood,." 18 If the Klan was a purely “taklng".de-

| vice it neVe#theiess gave back something for which its

ﬁembers_were looking. Therein lies its great signifi-

‘cancé for American politicél h;story. To admit that men

 Joined an organization which aubtly_played‘upon their

prejudices and hatredaAtofthe point of eommércializing
them is only half the storys the Kianvmadegaa'strong“a
plea to the "patriotism and....moral idealism of its
members., The baser motives Were present. but- they alone
~can never account for the spread of the Klan," Rather

than being "un~Américan” as the Few York World tried to

paint it in its great espose, "the Klan was but the re-
crudescence of forces that already exiated in Amarican
society, some of them recent,Hpthers dating from the:
more distant past. '20 It would be altogether a distor-
tion of the Klan's real significance to dismias it as
something completely foreign to the American way of life.

17508t op. cit., p. 20ff.

18 '
Ibid,.} Chap e Ie

lgMbcklin, op. cit., p. 13,

20 »
Ibid.
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Mecklin hﬁs tried "to show that the Klan drew its in-
spirations from ancient prejudices, classical hatreds,
and ingrained social habits., The germs of the disease
of the Klan, like germs in the human body, have long
been present in the social organism and needed oﬁly the
weakening of the social tissue to become malignant.'zl
The importgnt thing is to discover what there is or was
in American life at the time that called for and per-
mitted an organization like thé Klan to?achieve such
tremendous political and social power. h

The answers to this query are innumerable. I

can only present a few of those which seem to me most
{

important. _
To use Mecklin's figure, the 'gerﬁa' which have

long been present in the social order are found most ob-
-viously in those racial and religious hatreds mentioned
above, In the case of the Klan, the anti-Catholic fever
seemed to rise much higher than did hé;red at Jews and
Negroes -- although these were very much in evidence.
The primary motive in many cases for joining the Klan
was this anti-Catholic attitude.22 When Klan leaders

had to find something to *sell®™ in order to entide new

21
Ibide, p. l4e

22
Ibid., p. 38.
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members they struck upon the idea of catering to this
hatred -- an old ¢eﬁice used with singulaxr success to
enlist "that powerful body of middle class Protestant
traditions which have registered themselves in the Know-
Nothing Party of the middle of the last century and in
the A.P.A. movement towardé its close.'23 Childhood”
memories of many persons were brought back by Klan-
circuia.ted stories about Cathc;lir_cs, theiyr‘nuna and priests.
A most effective story in boosting Klan;?embershipréas
that describing a secret Catholic ritualiby which a rifle
‘was buried under a church or a Knights of Columbus Hall
every time a male Catholic was born. ‘Thié rifle was to
be suddenly slezed in two or three decadeéy well oiled
and loaded, to be used in the great Papal %lot to sieze
control of the United Statas.24 Out of their context
thesa stories are absolutely ludicrous. Their effect,
hosever, on fhe growth of the Klan was most amazing.
Writing in 1923, when the Klan had just seized politics
by the ears, in Indiana, Lowell Méllett.said; FWorry
about the Catholics....has been reviied. It is part of
the state of mind that accounts for the amazing growth

of the Ku Klux Xlen in the old Hoosier commonwealthp

21vid., pe 42; Frost, op. cit., p. 102ff,

24Mb11ett, Lowell, "Klan and Church", Atlantic HMonth-
1y, November 1923. p. 587; Mecklin, op. cit., p. 167ff.3
Frost, op. cit., p. 103,
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that enablee Indiana’to oompete with Ohib‘for the dis-

tinction of having a larger Kian membership than any
other State., It helped make possible the remarkable~
election results of 1ast fall. when prantically eVery
candidate OppOBed by the Klan went doWn in defeat "25
Aside from its scapegoata. the Klan found ite 4
greatest appeal in ite promisee to "clean up” thinge -
esped1ally in local governments. The Enstuwar break- |
down of traditional morality caused a reaction in favorﬁ_
of "1aw and order."® Ir the legally constituted force B
of the state was unable to prevent this growing laxnese,
the Klan would.‘ The appeal of the sheet struck the
Robin Hood note in many cases -=- as well as the Freudian.
That the common law had placed great emphasis upon the
inviolability of pereonal integrity and one 8 private
life made little difference to a ‘group of eelf-appointed

“reformers“ who took the morale of the community under

their own surveillance. If a'woman B drunken husband

disappeared too often she might'appeal to the Klen to
take him in hand. And woe to the Klansman who.treded with

25Mellett. OE- Cito. ppo 587.8.

26Mecklin, op. cit., p. 40. In the early period be-
tween 1915 and 1920 Pit is probable that the role of a
vigilanace committee rather than that of a purely fraternal
order was the real attraction of the Klan, The traditions

- of the old Klan together with tthe lax post-war conditions

.cted to combine to turn the Klan into a sort of local
nooded vigilantes.®



& merchant not approved by his Bxetnren. From the =
'slow of thought“ the Klan receivad its support in :
these undertakings. Here was an organization that got
things done,®27 wr hear the Klan kind of fixes up ‘
things that ain't right'zalexpresses most forceably
the ideas of mauy people whollooked upon the’KJan as a
panacea for almost'stery kind of perSonsi'gricrsnce.
The ®nice people“ too, in most communities supported

the Klan at its inception because they saw a chance to

rid their respective cities of corrupt political machines. 29

This situation. however, was mors common in‘the South |
where the name of the Klan still hrought back patriotic s'
thoughts of the old organization's role in Southern |
'histozy. The signifioant factor in much ofthis earxy
attitude toward the Klan is the apeed with'which the
breakdown of the traditional gadgets by which ‘most |
Amsricsns lived brought about a desire for authoritarian-
ism to relace the indecisiveness of representitive in-

stitutions. Comparisons with similar German oxpariences

are most striking.

27Frost, op. cit., pp. 161ff., 199,
281p14., p. 167.

294ecklin, op. eit., p. Al.

TN
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But its very secrecy and unholy myste:y lost .
the Klan the support of the "better elements" The

'.novelty of "night riding and tar and feathering parties

soon wore off. There must have been and probably still
is sqmething in the make-up of the American pPople which

made them.eytermexy susceptible to such a movement,

‘Partially due to its racial and religious restrictions

but mostLy becanse of its appeal, the Klan was essentlally
made up of solid middle class American stock. . Klan‘
organization was most effective in the small town where
immigaation and industrialization had not yet hecome a
recognized part of community life. Nbcklin explalns the
Klan as a "defense mechamism" en escape from the drab,
eve:yday existence of the small town. ”Ita'cheap moral
idealism (filled) a need not met uy buainesa‘or ﬁodiél’

:and c111c life."so In sum. then, the riae of the Klan

3OMIecklin, p. 104. This author alao mskes some inter- .
esting analyses of the psychological factors which influenced .

the growth of the Klan. %bid.. pp. 107-8 "Here we have a

curious side-light upon thepsychology of the average man

of native American stock who fills the ranks of the Klan.

‘He is tossed about in the hurly-buryl of our ‘industrial and

so-called democratic society. Under the stress and strain

of social competition he is made to realize his essential
medio¢rity. Yet according to traditional democratic doctrine
he ‘'is born free and the equal of: his fellow who is outdistanc-
ing him in the race. Here is a large and powerful organization
offering to solace his sense of defeat by dubbing him a knight
of the Invisible Empire for the small sum of ten dollars.
Surely knighthood was never offered at such a bargain! He
Jjoins., He becomes the chosen conservator of American ideals,

+the keeper-of the morals of the community. - He receives the
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must be traeced direetly to "disturbed pbst—war conditions,

The War. with ite hymna of hate. its stories of p0130n gas

and human carnage, its secret spyings upon fellow Americane;

its aocounte of Belgian atrocities, its imprisonment of
radicals, its fearful tales of Bolsheviet dealgn upon
American 1net1tutions, had opened up the fountains of the

great deep of national feeling. After the armistice these

hates kinmled by the war and to which the nation had become

habituated during years of bloodehed were suddenly set
adrift becauae stripped of the objects and the enda around

which they had been organlzed by the experience of the'war.

~ As a nation we had cultitated a taete for the eruel. the

brutal, the intolerant. and the unehristian that demanded
gratlfication. Here was an unparalleled opportunity for
the Klan'ealeemen of hate*. The Klan offered Jjust what
the war-torn distraught emotion of the nation demanded w31

The eonclusion is obvioue; that the American mass

mind which hae in the recent past accepted the dogmas of

label of approved fone hundred per cent Americenism'. The

"Klan slogan printed on the outside of its literature is
®an urgent call for men,* This flatters the pride of the
man suffering from the sense of mediocrity and defeat. It
stimulates his latent idealism, It offers fantastic possi-

bilities for his dwarfed and starved personality. Member-

"ship in a vast mysterious empire that 'sees all and hears
all' means a sort of mystic glorification of his petty self.

It identifies his own weak incompétent will with the omipo-

. tent and universal will of a great organization. The

appeal is irreetible."

3lpecklin, pp. 121-2,
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the Klan'underloertain giveniconditions would'ceftainlx
repeat their:attachmenf1toja:Klan;iike f33cist_movemeno”
if such conditions wefe to ieepear; In”an era‘of ”general‘
unrest and dissatlsfactlon with both 1ocal ‘and national
conditlons" when all men were greatly distressed hy "the
high cost of-livxng,_socialwinjustioe and inequglity, mal-

administfation of justice; political obrruptiOn;:hybhenism,

dieunity, unaesimllated and conflicting ideals and stand—

ards"®? the Klan offered a solution. ' . -
What dld the Klan mean for Muncie, Politically it
meant a new and powerful force straddling both political

parties and threatening to beoomeva‘dictatorial(govement.

————

Soeially, it meant that an already distrubed commmity

was to be divided again on & new issue. Suchfexperiences
were in no way peouliar to Mnndie, Theyibecame a common-
place over most of the Mid-weet and patte of“tne South and -

far West. .

"Coming upon Middletown like a tornado,

catching up many.... latent differences into

a frenzy of activity, the Ku Klux Klan,... -
emphesized, during its brief career in Middle-
town, potential factors of disintegration... ,
Brought to town originally. it is said, by a
few of the city's leading business men as a
vigilence committee to hold an invisible whip
over the corrupt Democratic political admini-.
stration and generally 'to clean up the town' .
its ranks were quickly thrown open under a :

%2prost, op. cit., pp. 170-1.




professional organizer, and by 1923 some
3,500 of the local citizens are said to
haVe Jjoined. As the organization developed,
the business men withdrew, and the Klan
became largely a working class movement, '
"Thus relieved of the issue that prompted
its original entry into Middietown, The
Klen, lading a local issue, took over from
the larger national organization a militant
Protestanism with which it set about divid-
ing the city, the racial issue, though'
secondary, was hardly less ardently pro-
claimed. So high did the local tide of
Klan feeling run that in 1924 a rebel group
in Middletown set up a rival and 'purer!

 national body to supersede the old Klan,

Tales against the Catholics ran like
wildfire through the city.... Local Klans-

men vowed they would unmask 'wien and not

until the Catholics take the pydison walls

down from about their convents and nunneries,'
and the *confessions' of Helen Jeckson, 'an
escaped nun', were widely sold at local Klan
rallies. Fed on such threatening rumors, '
Klan enrollment boomed.... To this Catholic . LT
hatred was added Negro and Jewish hatred : Q,J
fed by stories that the Negroes have a
powder which they put on their arms which

turns their bodies white, and that the Jews
‘have all the money, but when the Klan gets

into power, it will make a new kind of money,
.80 that the Jew's money will be no good.,.

Klan feeling was fanned to white heat by
constant insistence in season and out that
tevery method known to man has been used

and is being used by the alien-minded and
foreign influence to halt our growth.!

Social clubs were broken up and chruch -

groups rocked to their foundations by the:

tense feeling all this engendered. The.

secret of this eruption of strife within

the group probably lies in the fact that it
blew off the cylinder head of the humdrum,’ .

It afforded an outlet for many of the con-

stant frustrations of life, economic tensions
and sdcial insecurity, by providing a wealth

of scape-goats against whom wrath might be
vented; and two of the most powerful latent
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emotional storm-centers of Middletown,
religion and patriotism, were adroitly
maneuvered out of their habitual un-
eventful status into a wild enthusiasm
of utter devotion to a persecuted but
noble cause., The high tale of bitter-
- ness was reached in 1923, and by 1925
the energy was mainly spent and:the ‘
'~ Klen disappeared as.a local power, leav-
“ing in itgs wg%e wide areas of local
bitterness. _ o

Not until the eummer of 1922 did Mnncie papers.

begin to carny stories about Klan activities in other

sections of the count:y.o Although her citizens knew the
Klan existed in Mhncie, Saturdey night Klan parades were
the only obvious manifestation of euch existance. Sudden-
ly the city was made acutely aware of the Invisible Empire,
There was ‘& “shake-up" inihe police department. ‘The Chief
of Police was accused of dieregarding orders to keep the
streets of the businees section open during 8 Klan parade

a week preViously.sé

"If the good people of MUncie were not aware of
how mugch eontrol the Klan wielded over their oity they

eoon learned. Three deye‘agter,themabove‘mentioned in-

cident local papers candidly admitted that Klan pressure

had forced Mayor Quick to reinstate the Chiéf-of-?olice_

and also ask for the resignetion.of~the Board of:Safety.i

33Middletown, p. 481ff.

54M’v.ncie Horning Star, and Muncie Evening Press, Oct 4,
1099, -




The Press carried_thg following news sto:y‘on‘its‘front

page: T T
"Hundreds of members of the Ku Klux
Klan gathered in the Campbell auditorium
Friday evening in a protest meeting #hainst
the discharge of Van Benbow as ‘chief of . .

L police and a number of fiery speeches were
“made on .the subject. Then the members in
scores of sutomobiles came up town and
crowded the city streets with their vehi-

- cles from which hills were passed calling
~for an tindignation meeting® in the court-
_yard Saturdsy night for the purpose of
- mgking further protest against the removal

of Benbow, The handbills said the object

of the proposed meeting was to *Save Muncie®.
It is understood, however, that the leaders
of the project, now that their object has
been accomplished in keeping Benbow in hls .
- Job, have called off the meeting, ‘

-~ "The retention of Benbbw.;..and the ending
of the official careers of Rosenthal and
Collins as members of the Board of Safety,
all are regarded as constituting a complete
and sweeping victory for the local Ku Klux
Klan to which Mayor Quick has been bitterly

“opposed., -The mayor became a member of the
Klan soon after tsking office, but later with-
drew from it and denounced it after the Klan
had demanded of him that he get rid of flve35
police officers’ objectionahle to the Klan,"

Such blunt.reporting‘makes further’elaboration upon politi-

cal conditiohs in Muncie during this period‘unnecessary;
“The extent to which the Klan controlled Muncie

became legend all over the state of Indians. And Muncie,

in tum, became a hotbed‘of Klanism, The Kamelia, the

35uiuncie EVening'Presa,-Oct. 7, 1922,
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Press, Jan., 2, 1924,

1female Klan auxiliary, was organized in Mhroh,t192s.“
*Kluxing became a thriving end profitable business. But
superfiuouity of finances wae.hound to sring internal

discontent and before 1923 was half over. there were

- rival Klans vieing for. eontrollin‘Mhnc;e.1 In the ‘mean=-

time,,meqy_good‘Mhneie_citizeqs euccumbed to the 1ure
of the night—ehift andie}reai 100% Americapiﬂnatufeliza-
tionﬂ. Here/it wes,ltrue "patriotism" dispensed for a
mere $10! ‘The Klan was creating a ﬁonopoly oh loyelty.
U ) Then Mnncie was subjected to ita periodic
lllmees - mqyor trouble. The year 1924 was ushered in
with the ‘usual pollce department uphea.vel.37 A few deye
later the mayor was lndicted on charges of interferlng
with his Boarﬂ of Safety.§8 The situation p01nted to
Klan 1nterference but three days later the c1ty council
refused to sanction an attempted 1mpeachment and dismissal
of the mayor. concluded the Press,_"It has been evident
that the attempt to 'get the !gyor at this time hae had

361nterest1ng to observe is the superficiality of
idealogies when ope considers the difficulty with which
a Muncie woman of obvious Jewish origin convinced her
housemaid, & proud Kamilia, that her employer was ‘hardly
a potential member of the new orgenizatlon. ,

57lﬂluncie Morning Star. Jan. 1, 1924° Muncie Evenlqg

38Ibid., (in both papers) Jan. 5, 1924.

I




viittle:popular'sympaﬁhy, since ‘it has not appealed to
the public*s sense. of justice and fair play."S9
‘Rumors were persistent throughout the winter of

new Klan organizations being formed. Muncie soon mothered

‘the Klan of the North®® and the Independent Klan of Americafl

which ceme to be the real powerful Klan in Muncie due to
‘ﬁhe'geniue of its ldcai organizer. Then came the expected
split. The Independent Klan held its first natlonal con~
‘ventlon in Muncle and began charglng the parent organiza=-
tion with graft. corruption and all sorts of mismanggement,
‘In June of the same year the old Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan sued the upstait'branciﬁgorvdamaéee chargiﬁg that
'prdpertj‘had”been illegally‘teken frehuthe oider.grdup.43
Seversl days later the old Klan asked for a reclever for
its bankrupt drgaﬁiZation.44 The Klan iesue was hardLy
dead over the nation. It almost Wrecked the Democratic
National Convention of 1924. But in Muncie it still re-

mained powerful for sbme7tiﬁe.

‘lsgnhncle Evening Press. Jan. 8, 1924,
'4°1bid.. March 1, 1924, o
411v14., March 15, 1924, |
%21314., March 24, 1924 snd following numbers.
431bid., June 13, 1924.

44Ibid.. June 18, 1924,

TN,



53

| The stagéering blow to Klan dominion in Indiana
‘and consequently in Muncie came with the trial and con=-

viction of D. C. stephenson. former Grand Dragon of the

- Indiana Klan, for having caused the death_of.a_girl‘who

took poison after he attacked her.4§‘ The moral sense pf

the'whole state was shocked and diegueted. Even though

the Klan repudlated the ex~Dragon and even passed.nesolu-

tions bitterly condemnlng hJ.m46 the public never separated

hls name from the organlzation.
In the meantime, the Independent Klan of America

with national headquarters in Muncie, was atruggling

against great odds to maintain its former power. By court

‘order it was forced to drop the name "Klan® bscause of

prior use by the old Ku Klux Klean. 47 The new organizatlon.

'now called the Khights of American Protestantism, came into

a very weak and gradualiy disintegrating”existence.48

49 Two months later a rather sad

In

a year it was bankrupt.
remngt of the old Klan held a parade in Muncie for the sole

45 Muncie Morning Star and Muncie Evening Press, April 4,
1925 and following numbers., For details see almost any
American newspaper for these dates.

46Muncie Evening Press, April 28, 1925, -

471pid., March 31, 1926.
481pid., June 14, 1928.

491bid., June 15, 1927.



purpose of'shcwingifhat it still existed.so In a last .
feeble effort at regaining its former grandeur‘the'national o
organlzation unmaaked and changed “its name to the Knlghts
of the Great Forest.s; The Ku Xlux Klgn became a dead
'issue until 1937 when it was revived for a time by the
appointment of Hugo Black to the United Statea Supreme
Court. Muncie looked back upon her Klan histony a little

sheepishly

Auncie Evening Press, August 27, 1927,

51Ibid.. Feb, 22, 1928; elso in the Muncie Morning
Star. ' o



CHAPTER LIL
GEORGE R. DALE: Editor.,..

Tt would be difficult tb~present & highly

‘documented picture of Muncie during ‘the two or three

years of complete Klan control. The two dally papers
were Judiciously silent in their editorial columns

ahout Klan activities. After all, in this commercial
world a newsgpaper haa to exist and to does 80 by paid

advertising. It would have been economic folly to

 jeopardize the papers® incomes merely because of deitor-

"ial‘poliqy. If the pspers. fought the Klan they would be

exposed to the wrath of an Invislble Empire that could
miraculously stop advertlzing intlmidation. n the other
hand, there were the Jenish merchants and small Cargollc mi -
nority and others who might refuse to advertise if the papers

became too obviously pro-Klan. The result was no editorial

‘poiiqy of ‘any kind with respect to the Klan. This was roughly

the situation: that prevailed over the entire state of Indiana.
There was, however, one exception to this rule --and |
a glaring one. That was a four-page weekly newspaper aalled'
The Muncie Post Democrat,ledited by an insignificant little
man well past his prime who at first'glance seemed to‘dispel

any doubts as to the certainty of Darwin's theo;zﬁof evolution.

1The name was later changed to the Post Democrat




With qplck wit and & sharpar tongue, Geocrge R.
Dale became the terror of the Klan. An iconoclast, a
.\crusader.~1t.was~he;who mede the first visible inroads
into Klan dominance"inilndiﬁna; It was he who gave heart
and in fact shamed the great metroyolitan ‘newspapers into

following suit in attacking~the movement he 2o bitterky

disliked.2

_ _There is no specific explanatian for George Dale's
ihtense and bittgr hatred of-the Klan other—than in his dis~-
like fo: hypocracy and sham he would have attacked any
ﬁe:son or organization which he felt embodied these ele-
‘ments, He would have been the first to attack any organi-

- zation sﬁacking of fascism. He might’have Been a-counter—

part of Sinclair Lewis’ Doremus Jessupe
Loved by same, hated by more, but respected by all

for his abilities,'he‘left an important mark upon<Mhncie

and wrbte a‘fasdihating'pagevin the'histonygof Americgn'

journalism. A master of invective and diatribe he proved

once again the political power of the pen. And if his

. personel weaknesses prevent the honest observer from dub-

bing him a ®great®™ msn in character, at least the prin-

ciples for which he stood have been those of great men.

2See"Douglas, WeAeSey, Ope Ccite, po 484, For a brief
resune of Dale's fight wi e Klan see Seldes, Ge,
Freedom of the Press, Indianapolis. 1935, p. 335ff. He
says that VYamong the outstanding examples of achievements
of the American free press as listed by Col. McCormick :
of the Chicago Tribune are the destruction of the K.K.K.
and the case of George R. Dale, Muncie, Ind., publlsher,

sentenced for contempt of court®,

/
\
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affairs...may be ascribed_almost‘wholly to his lack of

57

, Khown;as'a scharacter", a fighter, a person who
couid be:counted.on tb.be "agin?t it“.When some contro-
versial issue was facing‘the city, he remained an out-
sider all his life. -H;fwas‘a:non-conformist who never -
"belonged® with the "nice ﬁeéple" offMiddletowﬁ.‘ He
lived by a set-'of vaiu§s completely fofeign\to"theirs.
What an exasperated community thought of him during the

middle of his'term~és mgyor-of Muncie Waé well summed up

in the opinion of the editor of the Press: "His nearly
complete failure in administration of the city's

. 4 | 3
Judgement and to a misconception of.his own ability."

This attitude "represents the judgement of a culture

~living by compromisé»and indirection~regardi§g the -

frank, often mixtéken efforts of a lifélong>cruéader
forced by temperament and dircumstancee to *go it
alone.? )The lifenof.Georgéfbale provides &n inﬁerestL
ing .commentary on the culture in whidh-he liveds it
could not uée-him and he could hot‘use it."4

Born in Monticello,® Indiana, in 1869, Dale lived

there just long enough to receive his formal education

SMuncie Evening Press, Feb. 1, 1933

“Middletown In Transition, p. 324 n.

Sthe following biographical material c¢omes almost
entirely verbatim from Mrs. Dale. Some mgy be found in
Roll, C.} Indiana, Chicago, 19313 vol.5, p.l91. Most
of his obiTuaries mentioned before carry some informa-
fion of this sort. See also my article "Middletown's

- Maverick Mayor", in the Harvard Guardian, vol. II, no.

% Do 31.



in pbg.publid~schoois. His father, a Civil War %et»
‘eran,,pfactised.léw and had a reputation‘for beihg a
great fighter and political reformer. This is the

only possible environmental explanation for'Daie’s own
missionary zeal. The fact that his father“Was'aimost
beaten to deatd before his eyes by thués after winning
a case left an indelible impression upon young Dale's
mind.  For the first time he_saw how much the truth

- could hurt, -Whether this incident had muCh‘to“dd with
formulating his om crusading character is highly doubt-
-~ ful, As;hia‘wifE’said{ many years léter, when 4sked

' to what she attributed her late husband's disrégard

for the.accepted_yélues of the community in faéor'of the

reformer's mantel; “There is no explanation. Every once

in a while there 8 one of them born.™ - ‘

At the death of his parents, Dale went to Hartford
City.'Indiana,‘and-wquedain;a factory Just long énough
to decide hé would never be a“manuai‘laborer. He was
21 when. with a friend he~startéd\hiarfirst'neWSpaper
in Hartford dity. From that time his career was'jburna-
lism, He edited, at various times, several newspapers
in”ahd‘arbund Hartfprd City, One;thing common to. all
his publications»was‘that they were factiouss; always
dedlcated to “cleaning up dirty politica" in one place or

other. In time his unique Journalistic atyla evolved;

-
§
‘ w
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~ he held until he became mayor of Muncie.

biting yet humorous, tactlesa but always trufnfn],‘

Satirlcal and blunt on the one hand, he was equalxy a

master of annuendo on the other., Ridicule tempered

w1th wit, audaclty tempered with more audacity made his
name a fearful thing to those he opposed. h w
When Hartford city was incorporated.Dale'served as

its first city clerk. It was the only political office

Poli&ics'wes:
his avocation. often he remarked that he was much more
1nterested in making or: breaking someone: else political-
ly with his pen than in holding office hlmaelf. J }
Most ‘of his early edltorial battles were waged

around the issue of prohlbition.’ At a time when many
count;es in Indiana were instituting local oPt;on the
county in which'Dﬁle published his papere waerringing
wet. One of his- ‘papers, the: Hartford City Journal, wasv
financed by a group of local ”d:ya". representing both |

po;ltical parties, who asked Dale to 'clean up* the clty‘
with it. He refused the help of the “3ﬂnctimonious old
hypocrltea“ in the Anti-Saloon League and. did the clean-
ing yob 50 well that he was onee'heard tO'remark while
passing through Hartférd'City years 1eter5,"bddn!t‘f‘fix
this town,? It's sure a dead hole’ now. ' |

In fact he "flxed“ his home town so well that there

was not much left against which he could crusade, Then
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too, economic pressure causedfby a growing family"in»
duced him to move to Muncie, a much larger cify, where
he‘had been offered & third interest in a new politi-
cal paper §pdnsored by Dr. Bﬁnch, then mayor. But
‘with Bunch's fall from grace there was little more in-
centive to éontinue/with the paper and Dale sold his
interest.‘ In 192; he decided to start his own paper

again. .
Iuring_the firet year of its publication, the

Mhncie Post-Democrat cried out against pubiic utilities

privafely owned, vice, and the Republican party but
darried very little Ku Klux Klan information with the
’exceptidn of a few scattered remarks about/anonymouslr»
lettefs andvﬁhreats that suggested Klan tactics. Dale's
remarks were so abusive and outspoken ﬁhat'féW‘people'
in Muncie did more than shake their heads'when the fol-

lowing editorlal appeared on the front page of his

paper.

. "Last Friday night a band of armed thugs, with
their faces completely obscured by black masks,
Jumped from an automobile.... and mirderously
assaulted the editor of the Post~ Democrat and his'
eighteen year old son,

- Another automobile accompanied the death car,
but the skunks occupying that car did not get out,
Guns were stuck in the i aces of the editor and his
son and they were ordered to throw up their hands,
The former grasped the gun and succeeded Iin dis-
charging it at the thug who held him up, possibly

wounding him.

It carried a challenge and 8 declaration of faith:
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‘ Just as the shot was flred, one of the gang~

 sters struck the publisher a severe blow with a

. blackjack and at the same time oné of the scoun-
-drels beat the boy over the head with the butt

of a remolver, after the boy had shown resistance.
The gangsters then jumped into their car: and

~ drove away, accompanied by the other cars’-

Before leaving, however. the assassin who had
beaten the defenseless youth, took deliberate aim
at him and shot,.the bullet going wild, however.,

The attack wasﬂcowardly. and was evidently the

‘work. of men who would fear to show their ugly

faces in open comoat. It was very evidently the

| work of men who fear the Post-Democrat, and who

took that method of attempting to instill fear into
the heart of the publigher..e. . -

‘The Post-Democrat wishes to serve notices here
and now, to those who hope to intimidate us into
servile fear of reprisals, that they have picked
the wrong bird. The rule of the blackjack, the
automatic, the black mask and the dark lantern,

never works.

‘It might be possible for these dastardly cowards,

"who did not hesitate to beat up a boy because of

their hatred and fear of his father, to inflict:

‘some serious injury on their vietim, or even murder

him but sure and sudden punlahment awalts the per-
petratora.-

This is ‘& civilized community. populated by
people who believe in law and order and who abhor
crookedness either in business or politicsesss
Mincie is not going to submit to the rule of such
a small majority. If bands of gangsters are
allowed to go unpunished, then law and order ceases
and every man should carry a-gun to protect- his
llfeo o :
~ The Muncie Press was the only one of the two
dailies here to find fault, editorlally, with the
vicious assault of the masked assassins. It very
trutnfully said that the men should be apprehended
and given the maximum punishment provided for by

“law. It might have gone farther and selid that the

cowards who hid in their obscure offices and in-

spired the attack, should also be dealt with as

severely as the men who wore the masks. : _
The Star did not consider it worth while to

moke editorial comment on an act which was meant to

- strike at the very heart of the freedom of the press.



The Star evidently fears to antagonizp the thugs.,
Pogwibly the editor would be afraid to go home in
the dark if it said naughty things .about the rude
thugs who wore terrlfying masks and carried pop
Buis,, »
There are some who seem to think that the
attack was made by common, ordinary gangsters,
working under orders issued by some common under=-
world boss. We are inclined to believe that there
will be some surprises when the ‘real ficts are
known and when the dirty skunks are compelled to
stand before the bar of juatice with the masks
Strlpped from their engaging maps. o

The Post-Democrat does not intend to be
‘throttled by fear of personal violence., It will
continue to tell the truth about the activ;tles of
crooked politicians and their lawless understrap-
pers, in spite of the terrorist program'whlch seems
to have been inaugurated in Muncie.

- Cltizens who believe in law and order ‘and who
do not want to see the city turned over to scoun-
drelly Apaches with masks over thelr faces and mur-
der in their hearts, should stand behind the Post- -
Democrat in its efforts to promote‘decent govern—
ment and to expose crooked politics."6 P
Sparing no names, Dale had been laying bare the state
of Mun01e's-polit1cs and from the above edltorial it 15
clear that he looked upon the attack as a result of per-
sonal anlmosity on the part of persons he had BXposed.-
The Klan was scarcely mentioned. Had Dale the slightest
notion that the Klan was connected with ihia'attack he
- would haje ceftéinly refefred}to it in'his next editorial,
He was later convinced thatfthe’attackeé“whom he "possibly"
wounded died the next day . | | o
| To show how little he was frightened. Dale publlshed

a scathing editorial the next_week\about ®A Villainous

\

6 o . .
Muncie Post-Democrat, March 31, 1922.
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Pblitical Gang® in which he. contlnued his serious

-.charges against Muncie's pollgical mogusl and their un-

holy practices., Said he,

"We have the evidence that this attack was in-
spired by an article published in the Post-Demo-

- crat the week before which exposed the infamous
deal whereby certain democrats and republicans in
Muncie, threatened with prosecution in the federal
court, had been assured by corrupt republican poli-
“ticians that 'everything would be Jake' with the -
criminals if they would organize the secure votes

~for Senator New and the local candidates on the
Billy Williams (Republican) slate.... .The Post=

- +Democrat  put in print what wegs in the minds of many,
namely, that there was ample ground for the sus-
plcion ‘that votes were 'to be traded for immunity
and almogt ijmediately after that the armed and

- mgsked thugs attempted to murder the publisher and
his son.... When a desperate band of bi-partisan -
politicians, fearlng that justice will overtake
them; boldly attempt to murder a man who has the
‘courage to maske a battle in the interests of the
citizens of Delaware county. it is high time for
“everybody to wake up.*?-

) For the next~few-months Dale settled~back'into his
usﬁaiwrole‘of *hell raiser@,and-levelledea steady barrage
at his pet peeves of the moment; the “bi-partisan" machine

whlch he insisted had complete control over Muncie and

‘the vice conditlons which that machlne was allowing to /

run rampant. SOOn he found a real subJect for attack in

the Kn Klux Klan.

Until uhis time the name of the Klan meant very little
to most Munc1e citlzens. - The daily papera had carried a

few scattered stories agout the activitiea of a hooded

7Ibid.. April_ 7, 1922,




organization but most of these reports came from the

South and Soﬁthweet anﬁefew~people gave more than a
 passing thought to the possibility that this organiza-
tion mlght come to Mhncie. Dale's was the first nevs- '
-paper in the city to even discuss the new organization.
yet there was nothing in hie earliest commente to sug-'
gest that in a very short time ‘he would engage in mortal
combat with the white sheets. In fect he even seemed to
look with favor upon the new ”patriotic" organlzation.
Here was a .group of vigllantes standing for "law and
order" and were not theee the same things for which he

stood ! But this favorable att;tude lasted only a ehort

time. It soon turned to one of Jestlng about big men in

maske. The Jeets became vicxous sarcaem and bitter ver-

bal lashing. Dale was fightxng the Klan,
When the little-publisher wrote~therfollowing‘edi-
. torial-story he had not yet seen the implications of his

suggestion:

"Tast Sunday night twelve robed and. ehrouded
knights of the Ku Xluz Klan, marched into the
Methodist Church at Eaton, (a small town in the same
county as Muncie) while services were in progress
and took charge of the service. They left, after
presenting the minister an envelope containing thlr-
ty-five dollars.

A note accompanied the gift. on Ku Klux station-
ery,s indicating the Klansmen belonged to & Muncie
organization. Very few people outside of those who
belong, were aware of the fact that the Ku Klux have
an organization here, but it is known that the order
"is strong here and that there are probably six hun-

dred members in Muncie.
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The Khighte declare in their letter....that
they stand for law and order and for fair play.
There is c¢ertainly g}eg;y of room for an organi=-
zatlion of GHis Kind t0 WOTK in Delaware County.

The Post=Democrat would suggest that the
doubty klansmen don their pillow case helmets
and white robes and call upon a few of the poli-
tical double crossers who are now at work trying
to put across a slate of candidates whose elec~
tion will make law and order a joke in Delaware
County. *’

They might also make a tour of inspection out
at the county infirmary and get at the truth of
some things which the recent grand jury seemed to
have overlooked.

. They might 1nvest1gate why vicious criminals .
are sllowed to go practically scot free after the
commission of abominable crimes and why brutal
murders and attempted murders have not even been
investigated by the officers whose sworn duty it
is to uphold lsw and order in Delaware County.

+ It is the failure of sworn officers of the law

~ to et in behalf of the public welfsre that en-
courages the formation Oiatﬁé Rnilux and'kina?ed
organl zations . s N .

In this last sentence Dale summed up one of the still
most pOWerful 1ncentives to the faecist solutlon. Still

unaware of phe heights to which Klan pOWer would soar

. about him,'he“could Well afford to be}mild‘in'his bpin?-

ions toWard,it.“ Hed the Klan stayed out of politics,

George Dale might never have fought it, E ' »
Muncie began reading in its daily papers more about

Klan actlvity in other parts of the country during the

first part of the summer of 1922, Georga Inleg began to
tell about Klen activity ih Muncie. Now openly question-

ing the motives of the secret organization he was issuing

-

s .
Ibid., April 28, 1922, The italics are mine.
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' Mild‘warninﬂs'to Klan membere~to examine the orders of

their leaders. "®If the Kluckerﬂ GXPect anybody to take

them seriously, they had better wake up and find out

whether those who are directing the movements of the or-

ganizatlon are in it for patriotism or. for polltlcs and

9
revenge."

r
. i

In the same issue of the Post-Democrat there was 8

news story accuxing the Klan of slipping in one of their

members on a jury trying another Klansman. The prosecu-

tin6 attorney was a well known Klansman by this tlme.

Sald Dale of this situatiun;

"Strange thinga are happening in Muncie these
days, Hundred of citizens here, many of them being
men of high character, are joining the Ku Klux
Klen, but we question very much whether or not a
very large percentage of these are realxy aware of
the things pulled off by an inner circle of Kluck- _
ers, who, most likely, refrain from igforming the

“rank and file....o0f their maneuvers.... The courts

are the final resort of citizens seeking fair play.
If unscrupulous members of the Ku Klux Klan make .
any further attempts to put over funny business in
the court room there is bound to be a reaction.
The attempt on the part of the highest officers of
the local Klan to cause the removal of officers who
have been especially active sgainst law breakers,
ought to make the honest members of the Klan sit up
and wonder why an order which claims to s tand for
law and order should attempt to destroy officials
who stand for law and order, at the gommand of men

“who were elected to office by the solid vota of

the law breaking element of Muncie,"l0

9
Ibldt; June 9’ 1922.

10,

Ibld.



~ Joked Dale on his editorial page;.

B "The Ku Klux does not initiate, it ‘naturalizes'.
If only those who belong are naturalized, what is
the status of those who do not wear & Mother Goose

~cap and parade in a nightyg*1l
By June 1922 Muncie was completely‘covered'by’the Klan
tidal wave. The Klan became bolder in: its claim of poli-

‘tical control in ‘the city. Its rapid growth could be ‘mea~

sured visibly in almost regular Saturday night parades
where the numbers of ten dollar bills that had been pried
from their owners during the past week:was attested to by
the lncreasing length of the parades. Woe ‘to the Negro
who might be caught on the streets during these parades,
woe to anyone who failed to senute the flag a8 it paesed -
being used as a eaddle blanket over 8 worn—out plow horse.
The Klan became arrogant. It‘%ok over the publlc parks

for its ”naturalization“ rites and kept out all but its

members., Its control over the police wes a fait accompli.

- Muntée shrugged its shoulders; Dale became violent in his

attacks, |
‘"One hears it‘every day on'the'street that the Ku

/Klux Klan here is made up of tour very beet cltlzens.

This is repeated 80 often that those who hear it are will-

ing and ready to say the same thing, parrot like..whenever

it occurs to them to do so.... Under the guise of being

4.



strong for law and order; unserupuioue members are grind- ; \)v
ing axes for & rotten, corrupt, bi-partisan gang who o
hope: to obtain political supremacy here and keep them- -

eelvee out of federal prison by threatening free born

2
white people with the'wrath of the Klan. wt

Conv1nced now that ‘the Klan had been responslble for
the attack upon his 1ife Dale roareds "*The thlng that
looms big is the fact th~*t if the Klanxnants to murder a
;cltizen and does murder him, it ought to feel falrly

safe. with the prosecuting attorney and other public Offl-

cers belonging to the order....‘ It may be possible that

by reason of numbers the Klanamen‘may be led into essault-

ing or probably murdering some fearless individual who

'doea not believe in ghosts, but in the end law and order ‘L_)
will prevail. even if rivers of blood flow down the , |
streets of Mhncie, in the accompliehment of that purpbse,* 13
It seemed &s if David had picked an invilnerable
Goiiath. To meny of the dieintereeted people of Muncie

this fight looked a little.siigy. if not eed --one insig-
nificaot oldvman fighting a powerfu1 and weglthy,org;éi;a-
tion‘like the Klan. L;fe:was to\becaﬁejrgther’dtfficult
for the 1ittle editor duringthe'hegt few years but he was

12 |
‘Ibid.‘; June 16. 1922-6

13
Ibida:
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also to haVe'his‘day3Q- even if it was a short one.

He continued his bitter anti«Klan editoriala. An-'

»gered at the fact ‘that the Klan controJled the police

he exclaimed' "The impudence of ‘the assumption on the

part ‘of the Klen thet it is the ordained keeper of the
conduct and the’ morals of all who refuae toxnear a masked

peaked cap and night gown, is galling to those who know
somethihg of the personnelcqf!the'Klaﬁ.314 In his edi-

torials he tried all the tricks of his facile pen to

discredit the Klen, He ridiculed --his most potent

method of attack -»»the foolish mmme ry and regalou of
the organization' he 1aughed at Klan antics, he sore at
the Klan. And the Klan swore at him but could do very
little sbout it.‘ At times he stopped‘to real "yellow®
journalism as in the following exqmple But‘he»put over

his p01nt in the proceas:

“The Ku Klux had better order out their nighties
and send another mob ground after the editor of the
Post-Democrat, for we are now preparing the data
for an interesting short story entitled, 'Law, Or-
der, Morality and Americenism as exemplified by
:Blodd Puddin' Hanks; the Ho Vamp of the Ku Klux,!

The hero of this exciting tale is one of the
‘most prominent members of the Ku Klux Klan, Read-"
ing from the card signed by every applicant to the
order we find that the Klucker must stand, among
other things,- for 'Protection of Cur Pure Woman-
hood.!?
+ This dirty scoundrel of the peaked hat and 1lily
- white gown, seduced the wife of & brother Klucker

14 ' ,
Ibid., June 23, 1922,



and broke up his home, thue demonstrating to his
brethren that it may be wrong to debauch the wife,
or sister of one who does not belong, but that a
'member may go as far as he likes w1thin the sain-

“ted precincts of Kluckerdom.
- The libertine who debauched the wife of another

'Elansman is still a member in good standing, dth
the accent on the standing. " He is one of the

elect who has enlisted with the rest of the sancti-
fied and glorified brethren who have set out to
readjust the morals and behavior of the citizenehip

of Muncies
We will give the Ku Klux exactly five days to

tar and feather, expel and publiecly expose this

rotten libertine, who poses as a 'protector of fine

womanhood! and expensnt of law and order."15

Every week Dele came out with more Klan etoriee.: He
reported every Klan move during the previous week and al-
ways capitalized upon the elighteet misstep of 8 known
member . Especially sarcaatic ‘about the eecrecy of the
organization he never lost a chance %o strike at it.
"Doesn't it seem etrange". he asked, *that the only real
one hundred per ceht'Americahe in Muncile, whovbelong to
an organization that would cogmit no crime greater than
slittzng 8 throat or- burnlng a barn, ehould be 8o terri-

bly - ashamed to be recognized as a member?
| “It is eaid that there are two thousand membere in

Muncle,but every menﬂwhO‘belonge,denies~it. Apparently
35 IR

Ibidlg June 30, 19220 See. Middletown; Pe 122n..

for a situation which suggests that the above editorisal

might have been more significant than mere ®dirt" in

showing what the Klan was doing to upset the. institution

of the family in Mhncie.
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‘himself.

the prime requisite of klanemanship is fo be»eﬁdemned'
liar, to quote the words ofiour’eeteemeqiﬂietrict attors

ney.'. Furthermore Dale constently'adnoniehed the Demo-

y,cratic party to steer clear of the Klan which he looked ‘

upon as a Republican‘organization. He warned that "Inas-

,‘much as the machinery of the local Kh Klux Klan is 1n the
hands of the high pireete of the republican standpat

machine, and as. these able machiniete deliberately affili-

f\ated w1th, and aseumed management of, the lawless organi—

ation for, the purpose of obtaining control of the police

k ‘?departnwnt and the county officea in the fall election.

democrats should shun this groteeque outfit as they would

.the cholera.

Iale now became crazed w1th the fight., Almost every

item 1n his four-page weekly had eomething in it attack-

ing the Klan.g A note of masochi!tic Joy 1n the atruggle.

hysterical laughter in the face of overwhelming odds, be-

gan to plqy about each new editorial.' Samson wgs wrecking

havoc,among the Philistines with‘the qewbqne‘cf en ass
end yet secretly wishing to become a'martyr at the seme
time; He made editorial capital of each new attack upon
In Auguet. 1922, the headlines of the Post-Demo-

e
Mnncie Post-Dmnocrat, July 21. 1922.

17
Ibid.. August 11, 1922,




 crat read thuslys SKULL AND CROSS BONES ADORNS IRTTER
SENT PUBLISHER BY ANONYMOUS WRITER. Under this heading
came the followinglgtony: |

_“The editor of the Post-Democrat receives many
anonymous letters. Some of them seem to be from
friends, while 'others are vindlctive and full of .
malice.

*One received this week charged us with fight=-
ing the Protestant faith and made the threat that
some day 'three thousand Of us! would wreak ven-
geance.

_ ®The letter was signed by three initials, was
‘adorned by a crude drawing of a skull and cross

~ bones and wound up with ‘the neawily underscored
words, 'Better Check Out Now,!'

*§e will merely state to this cowardly sneak who
hides his identity behind false initials, the same
as he conceals his carcass in a sheet and his face
behind a mask when he attends the Ku Klux ghost
dance, that the has the number sized up sbout right.

"It would take just about three thousand such
cattle as that to even attempt to frighten one man
who is not afraid of the scalawag outflt that he
belongs to. -

"We take it that thia anonymous akunk is threat-
ening us with the vengeance of the Ku Klux Klan,
because we happen to be exposing the real purposes
of the gang who control ble machinery of the outlaw
organization here.... It will take more than
threats of violence to fighten us. W& fear no
cowardly masked and sheeted organization that claius
to be God's chosen people ‘and the only cne hundred
per cent Americans in existance..,."18

In the aaﬁe‘issueubale showed how the Klan was playing on
" the emotions of éimplé people by walking into churches
during services, donating money, pr&yﬂné:Eﬁat Klan lead-

'ers4were'ﬁéking a gobddeai of money on klan “auckgrs"

18 ,
Ibides Aug. 18, 1922,
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19 &
was another favored arguments Every wedk, aside from

his own editorizls, Dale's paper carried anti—Klan opin=

ions of various promlnentlperSons and publications from
all oier the ecountry. Important national Klan 1nforma-
tzon was easily amailable becanse hlgh Klan officials
made the important Klan stronghold, Mhnoie. a ffequent
rendezvous. Hiram Evana was often around and 1t was in
Muncie that E. Y. Clarke, the~real organ121ng genlus
behind the Klan. met his Waterloo by having liquor found
among his possessions.zo As the fall elections drew
close Dale begged the people of Mnncie to "forget poli-
tics and ki1l this thlng (the Klan) off at the polls. ?
When in October. 1922, the vascillating mayor of
Muncile admittedly gave in to Klan pressure?abale wqa
furious. The idea of anyone bowing to his dispised antago-
nists was more than he could bear. Venting his wrath
upon an already cringing ohief executive he sneered, *To
the infantile and confused mind of the man who still haa
the temerity to call himaelf-the may or of Muncie, this

idiotic tempest in a teapot sounded‘londer than the guns

19 |
Ibido, Octs, 6, 19224

29£E£Q't Sept. 8, 19221

2 1vid., Sept. 22, 1922.

22 ' : : :
See Chapter II, n. 35, supra.
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of the battle of the Marne.

| “He fell at the first fusillade Of blank dartrldges
.and agreed to do anything in the world that the Ku Klux
or anybody else would tell him to do. provided they told

him quickly in order that he might obey orders without

the sllghtest delay. 2

The Klan was not deaf to Dale's attacks.
Violence would immedlately

The diffi-

culty was how to 31lence him._
be attributed to the Klan and would be bad publlcity for

1007 Americanism. Moae subtle couneel prevailed within

the order and there Lugan a serlee of reprlsals againat

Dale which did not necessarily bear the Klan stamp After'

RN
/

the attack upon him and his son, Dale asked the Klan
Chlef of Police for a permit to carry a gun - for self

defense. The permlt was cheerfully giVen - almost too,

'cheerfully - because one day Dale found himself arrested

by the Klan Sheriff on charges of carrying a concealed

Wea.pon.24 Dale saw in the concealed weapon ﬁharge an

‘attempt to "frame® him. He was rearreeted on a bench

2 | |
3M‘uncie Post: Democrat, 0ct 15. 1922. In01dentally,
it was during this storm in question that Dale announced

the jump in circulation of his paper from 2,000 to 5,000
copies per week. The demand was exceeding the supply.
(Ibides Octe 27, 1922)., Muncie was beginning to take

sIi Ht notice.
24 _ '
Ibid., Nov., 10, 1922,




circuit court, and he proceeded to blaze away.

75

warrant from the circult court and his case taken from
the city to the county court. "“PROMOTED, B'GOSH" was
the heading of his editorial which went ong

®Tt is a distinet pleasure for the Post-Democrat
to be able to confirm, thus early, its pre- election
predictions. In its secret councils the moving
criminal spirits of the Xu Klux Klan declared that
it would 'get' Dale and how the stage is set. " The
arrest was made by a Ku Klux sheriff, the case

. filed with one Xu Klux judge: who transferred it to
the jurisdiction of another Ku Klux judge and the_

state is represented by a XKu Klux prosecutor,
In conclusion we arise to remark to the low down,

‘grafting. good for nothing and wholly criminal RKu
Klux outfit and its servelings in office,... that
- they are all %oing to have a hell roaring lively
tine ’gettlng the Post-Democrat.®25
Dale'nowvfound.a new target, the'Judgé 6f the county
k »ESpecial-
1y bittei ét‘tne judge's sanctimonious attitude toward
erring youth,'hé‘mage His Honor‘appear rather silly at
tlmes when ‘he would sentence a younb person to the penal
farm from the avowed purpose of making him a "better citi-

zen" . Dale ridiculed what he considered the hypocrltlcal
"reforming“ attitude of this Judge who was one of the
guiding lighta behind\periodical “clean—up“ campaigns in
Muncie. He reviewed the personal life -= a sordid one,

at that, =-- of the prosecuting attorney who asked a jury

- to give & liquor violator the maximum sentence under the

law just because Dale was present in the guilty personts

25 ) ,
Ibid., Dec. 1, 1922,
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reataurant when the arrest was madp;gﬁ “ ‘ a
But if Dale'Was an edltorial opportuniat when deal=-
ing with personalities he was none the less effective
in presenting arguments.Which'éppealedvto_higher sensi-
bilities'of'the people. It was unfortunate for the sup-
port of his poliéies that he usually allenated the
"nicer elements" of the conmunity who, shocked by hig in-
delicate treatment of private lives, neglected to read
such truly patriotic edztoriala a8 the followings
ONE HUNDRED PER CENT AMBRICANISM - WHAT 18 177
"There should be such.a thing as one,hundred per
cent Americanism, but the man or group of men who
claim to be true hundred per cent Americans and
hold others to be enemies to their country who do
not believe and act as thqy do, are not true
Americans, « )
"The real one hundred per cent American does not '

boast continually of his patriotism,

"The isolationist, who declares himself to be the
‘tnly true American, is merely stupid, and demon-
strates his lack of historical information, sacred

and profane.
‘ "If Americanism means what the ieolationist de-

clares it to mean, the true American has no call to
need the divine. 1njunction 'go ye unto the utter-
most parts of the earth.'

"If the false one hundred per cent American cult
is to be the standard, then why send money to suf-
fering Armenia, supplies to starving Burope or
famine stricken China, or missionaries to the hea-
then races of the world?

*If Americanism means contented igolation while
the entire world goes to ruin, then we want none of

it in ours.
" And finally, if the real Americanism of this

" country is going to stand much longer for the false

26 '
Ibid., Feb. 9, 1923,
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gssumptions of an 'invisible empire"whidn claims -
a monopoly on Americanism, then will we begin to

-lose faith and hope in American institutions.-

"Muncie is cursed by the presence of this organi-
zation, and has been compelled to listen to its
hypocritical pretensions of one hundred per cent
Americanism and is compelled to look to members of

thig organization for official management of the

affairs of the city and county.
"Judge Dearth, a member of the: Ku, Klux Klan, sits

supreme in‘*the court house, in a position of power,
and the hundred percenters openly boast that they
are able to punish enemies and reward friends through

their locally controlled courts.
"The crimes that have been committed 1n the name

,of patriotism are legion, and unless some strong
hand intervenes and tears the mask completely from

the face of this insidious, sneaking organization in

- .Muncie, no citizen who dares to 1ift his hand against

its aggressions mey consider himself safe from per-

- gecution, or possibly assault and eath.

. “No' true Amefican could belong to an order which
assumes to be greater than the government. In Mun-
cie and Delaware county, the Klan has set up a super-
government, which boastfully declares its control of
state and government officials, and that 1ts dictum

: is the final word of authority.

"Men meeting furtively at night....wearing gown
end mask, and actuated by malice, hatred and- bbgotxy.'
conspire against enemies of the Klan and serve
notice on public officials that these men shall be
punished by boycott, loss of position. or framed up

- prosecution.

"Juries are selected at these criminal sessions
of masked outlaws and verdicts are rendered in ad-
vance and sentences of social and business ostracism

‘passed upon men and women who fail to measure up the

Americanization standard of the Ku Klux Klan.

. "Real Americanism will eventually drive fake
Americenism to the wall,” The traitors in the saddle
are riding to a swift and certain fell, It is incon-
celvable that a free city like Muncie willsﬁend for

‘this evil thing much longer."27

The implications are.apparent;' Here was a single in-

dividuai beginning to see the Treal significance of the

27 4
Ibid.. Febo 25, 1923#



vKlan for Ameriea. If patrlotlsm is one of 8the moet
powerful latent emotional storm-centers of Middletown“
it would be hardly stretohlng a point to apply this
_ahalysie to the whole nation.
are handmaidens. The strength of ite appeal to patrlot-
~ism is usually @ good indication of the strength of a
,government. Dale had begun to gee that if eny great maes.
movement could swing the.t:aditional eymbole ~-= of which

patriotism was one -- behind its activities, it would

e.eeon*gain eentrol of the gdternment. He saw such a situa
tion in Italy ‘and was to see a similar one take place in
I the Klan was to corner the merket on "Ameri-

If the Klan

| uermany.
canism® it would soon corner the governmant.

‘came so near to achieving thie goal why could not a simi-
lar organizaxion achieve it at soma future date if it
-avolded the mistakespfthe Klan, the A.P A.. and the Know
‘Nothings? Why not the Faeciet or National SOQialist

appeal in the land of the free? , e
Dale Was now striking at the very roots of Klan

eppeal. Furthermore, he was . Openly offending the Judge

_before whom he was eoon to be tried. He became more de-

:fiant and more fea:lese. The more. the Klan threatened

and warned.the-more he published.
In Febtuary, 1923, while helping federal agents

i

28 | | |
See Middletown, p. 481ff.
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1nvestigating politioal condltions 1n Hunqiaa nale waq‘
indlcted by the grand jury for "manufacturing. possess-‘
1ng, barterlng and glving away liquor and helpinn'nain-
tain a liquor nuisance. a9 He had been present in the

offlce of a local attorney'when police entered and found

a;liquor bottle" there.soe Seeing unhqu workingq.of the

'Klan back of this indictment, said Dale,

"Klan members have openly threatened to "get®™
and to "frame® Iale, time and again, but we have
about as much fear of this cowardly gang as we have
‘of a flock of jack-rabbits., When we get through

with them their strangle hold on Delaware county
will be broken, if God spares our life untll the

task 1s completed.
And in the meantime we are expecting further dem-

onstrations from their puny courts and Klux domina=-

ted "law enforcement" agencies.
The Post-Democrat refuses to:regard any public

official free from suspifiion, from constable to
judge, who belongs to this masked aggregation of

night riding fipols and knaves.31l.
Affairs now moved swiftly. In his march 2;'1923
paper Imle openly accused city and ebunfy officers of

*shielding, protecting and failing'and neglecting to

. prosecute numerous and divers persons to them well known

to be engaged in the illicit and illegal sale of intoxi-
32

cating liquors in the city and eouﬁqV;' He further

zguuncie Post-Demoerat. Nov. 30, 1923.

3oExteneive 1nquiry as to whether or not Dale drank

has resulted in a uniformly negative answer, This is

especially interesting in view of the faet that many of
his legal troubles where in connection with all ged
violation of liquor laws.

Slyuncie Post-Democrat, Feb. 23, 1923,
3gmuﬁcie Evening Press, Marfh, 14, 1923,




anatagonised Judge Dearth by insisting that his Jury ¢ Ol
missioners “.a.said eheriff, eaid proeecutlng attorney and.
many of said police officials are members of a secret organe

‘ization known as the Ku Klux Klan and they use their offices

for the purpose of favoring and protecting other members of :

their or-ganiza.tion.“33

The Judge, charging him'with 1ndirecticontempt of court'

- for these accueatiohs, sentenced Dale to 90 dqye in jail and

imposed a fine of! $500.34 | ‘
Commented the Judge,i”If”baIe and’tha others of lis

character do not like thie country they ahould go to Russia

where anarchy rules.

Commented the Prosecuting Aitorney: "He would even
lander a child as it played gbout its nwther’e knees” His
' publication ‘iga “dirty soandal sheet and not a newspaper,"

Advertizers in the Post-Democrat were roundly shamed.

. Commented the Press; "When Judge Dea:th'had_ennounced
his finding\eome of the persons in the court ioom mOved for-
The court only replied that 'The
cn35

ward to congratulate him,

court was just doing its duty. o
. If anyone thought this sentance would silence Dale he

33
34Ibid., Muncie Morning Star, March 15, 1923.

35Mimcie Evening,Press, March 14, 1923.

o
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was due for 8 eurprieeﬁ The next week tha Poet Demonrat

-repeaxed and elaborated upon its prev1ous accueatlons in
ansgwer to Dearth'e decieion.‘ Enraged. the Judge now charg-

- ed Dale with direct contenpt of court and doubled the gen-

tence.56 On the same day the Press carried an editorlal

on reformers:_-

« "Professxonal reformers should. but never will,
understand that the people do not wish to be pro-
fessionally reformed by the brainless blatherskites
that commonly are in the game of interfering with
other people's business for revenue only or through
pure meddlesomeness. When the people believe they
need reforming, they do it themselves and do a thor-

" ough job of it, their reason having been convinced
by acts uninfluenced by the narrow prejudices of

"witch burners. "o

This editeriai mdfe"er‘fese rebtééénﬁing-tha“epinibhldf

"upright® Muncie came too closely upon the heels of Dale's

sentences not to have referred to them, It carried with it

the I-toldﬁyou-ao attitude of a communitr addresaing its

burnt child.:

Dale spenﬁ the next eleven days in jall, the last three

'_in-the”state'refdrmatuﬁ&;vuhtilyréleased on bond by order

of the Indiana Suprem:e‘Cdu‘rt.38 The next day he called upon‘

the Governor to criticize the staxe penal farm and the way

1t wae operated 59‘ Eagerly he seized upon his new dlfflculty

to publicize rotten prison conditiqne. Furthermore he warned

56

Ibid., March 17, 1923; Muncie Morning Star, March 18, 1923.

' Muncie Evening Press, March 17, 1923.

38 ’
Ibid.,March 28, 1923,

591114, ,March 29, 1923,




82

those responsible fbi his “framed® conviction that”he v */m)
would hunt them "down until the last man who participated o
in the vicious plot will be exposed in hia infamy wd0
Huncie heard a ‘good deal about "that ‘dire and dismal
hell hole and blot in the fair name of Indiana -- the state
penal farm.'4l Pathos, humor,'énd indignétibn were regié-
tered in Iale's stories about his three daya in przson.
His readers laughed with him as he told ahout how he went
‘through the routine of hecoming a full-fledged njail-bird";
how his head was shaved to reaemble a billiard balls how
“his "manly form® was encased in the_ngrgeous;habiliments"
presented all piison_inmatés,d.Revoltingfwerehis¢reports
of prison_fqod,Lsaniggﬁy_gpnditions.‘and'brutality.%a.,The
reformer'was beating'his”drums‘ o | L ‘,‘ (;->
But reforming and crusading require financ1al backing
no matter how holy the mission. Dale had very little of
~this and recent‘develqpmepts were cutting down his alregdy
.meagre income; ‘Hia'papgx was ;ittlg mqre,§han~a,y¢ar old
and not‘tqo much spaceiwgs devoied to advertising. The re-

venue from officiai}notices of thg county was unsteady be- .

d4°Muncie Post Democrat March 30, 1923.
- 41 : : :
42

Ibid.
Ibid., also issue of April 26, 1923,
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cause truStees‘were not always prompt in paying their
bills, Dele WaS'often'forced to go to threaten suit
to get his county advertising bills paid.43 His court

.flghts were increa51ng. After hls release from the penal

- farm he was sued by a Mnncle grocer for: criminal libel

7ffor calling Bhat person a "hundred per cent draft dodger. "44

;COnditlons eventaully became 80 pressing that Dale had to

' aSk the Public for help to enable him. to ccntinue fight-
'lng. Said he’ ; : ,

»"'Gettlng' the publisher of the Post-Democrat by a
never ending series of petty prosecutions may appear
"to some to be a simple and easy way to destroy the
newspaper, but we are still on the job, thank Xou,
in spite of arrests. Jails and penal farms..."

He went on to show that the powers of arrest and prosecu-
tion in Muncle laﬁ with acknowledged Klansmen and that at

-

the taxpayer's expense these persons were having a fiasco

~with Dale by admlnlstering "Klucker's Revenge,”

“31b14., April 13, 1923.

44Ibid., April 6, 1925. This grocer was an agent for

the Firey Cross, an official Klan publicatlon.

.51b1d,, March 30, 1923,




He explainede

‘ "They know that the editor of the Post-Democrat (/mv
is handicapped by having to pay lawyers for defense L
«.sand knowing that we have not got money enough to
pay this enormous expense they feel certaln that the

~end is in sight.
| There has been some response to the request for

financial aid from those who see in this remarkable

tug of war a test which will finally determine whether
or not right and justice shall rule., It is absolutely
necessary that more funds be ralsed, It is your fight
as well as ours. Every friend of freedom and justice

should contribute.
It is very likely that there will be other prosecu-~

tions. We were informed the other day that at a Ku Klux

meeting held a short time ago it was decided to bring

some criminal libel actions. Nothing would surprise

us now, after the transactions of the. gast three weeke.
Contrihute to this cauee at once, "4

rorseelng the 1nteneity of the storm which had already
broken he Was t:ying now to enlist the aid of the people.
The problem.was to convince them that what had up untll this
“time been a purely private battle was belng waged in. the ;;D
publlc interest. .But here a dlllema which Dale faced all ’
" his life came into eharp re11ef. Fightlng required money.
JBy its own standards Middletown regarded the possession of
_mone& the index of a man's standing in the commupity; that
is, of his measure\of."sucpess". In theee terms Dale-was
never a."Sucgeeeful" man. He had substituted crusading for
the profit motive -- a thing.completely»alien to hie.environ-
ment. Thus when circumstances forced him to appeal to the

community for finahciel aid his problem was much more diffi-

~—

46
Ibid. °
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cult then it would have been had he moved in planes

famiiiar"te‘lﬁeal goclely, In the end he did get support,
but it,dame £rom fhe-Américan.newspapers, not the people‘
of Muncie. |

’ The conflict was evidenced by his fighting for city
and‘county 1egal advertising which he insisted was due

~him as the only publisher of a Democratic paper in the

county.47 When there were rumors of & rival Democratic
weekly to be created in Muncie ‘he sensed & Republican

backing which promised the legal advertising to this new

~ paper. Snorting his defiance of a group of so-called

Democrats who would sell Sheir souls "for a little measly
legal advertising", he proceeded to make clear his own posi-

tion in money matters as follows: “If the Post-Democrat

'wqre in business soEe1y for money, we would probably fawn

ag the feet»of every two by four republican city, county

and township statesmaﬁ who has a nickel's worth of adver-
tiéing to\givé out but,;stfangé ags it may seem....the gditor
of this paper refuses to play Fido at a republican feast

and sit up on-his hiﬁd,legs and_lspeak' for a‘bone-énd lick

the boots of ‘the giver,“48

47 The ataxe law guarantees publication of ‘all legal notices
. in at least two newspapers, one representlng each poli-

tlcal party.
48

Muncie Post-Democrat, Aprii‘is, 1923.
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_ For the next few weeks there was a lull between
témpeats.' Not a clever.propagandist like Drﬁ‘Gbebbéis, ' (/i>
Dale knew no-"sciéntific”'thbory of "dosing" the public
in p:dper}amounts.49, The effact of falling back into his
regular routine of lambasting several things at a time
instead of one was bound to be a let-down from the more
»conéentrated aft;CRS“of the paét weeks.“In any Casé“fhe :
Klan still held first place on his “fight“ liat  Then

came another pet hate.‘"busineaa clasa? control of the

qityvs.affairs.- The proposal of the »ghambgr of commerce'
crowd® that a new‘fiver‘boulevard be built.in4mnnciefand
the enactment of this proposal by the city council brought
down & storm of pent-up venom from Dale, He reviewed all

- the things wrong with the city in showing why thét-boﬁle- ;;D
vard should not be huilt.5o He charged the city adm:iniys-

trétion with'hiving:nb interest in the poor men; ﬁifh be-
\.ing~the tool of wealthy interests. Attackingkfax-evagion
by the rich he,pointed,dytvhow this class was pqying;much
iess than its rightful share of the city's expenéés'while
the poor man was overtaxed on everythiﬁg »down to his false

teeth and his jack knife.* He began cutting deeper into

Cf. Morstein Manx, Foy op. cits, ps104 where the German
Propaganda Minister is quoted as follows' "In the field
of propaganda all depends on prudent dosing and the

selection of the right moment.

The boulevard weas actually begun a decade later during
Dalets term as mayor.

50
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the social pattern by chaxacterizing,mnncie:as a "community

o» e ezoveried by two pets of ruleaemoneféet for thne dbécure.

_uninfluential and_financiﬁlly helpless, and the other set

for the financial gents who meet in the canmerciél club
with the sycophantic.ministerialvasaoéiation to*thank'ﬁhe

gbod Lord that they are not~a3'other men and to order the

Apassage of laws and ordinances for the governlng of others,

 but not themselves.'

"It is true that Muncie has an: udderworld and a redlight

esesIt is there in all its sordid ugliness, block after
.block, occupied almost wholly by white and colored pro-
stitutes, coke peddlers and "snow snlfters," bootleggers,

" booze runners and thieves.

Why is it there,....Gnatlemen of the clergy, you who

-~ have signed a blanket endorsement in béhalf of ALL city
and county officials, take a trip down there, get ac-

. quainted with the denizens of the redlight, go through
the miserable shacks, shanties and bug roosts they occupy,
.and then get down ‘on your knees and find out whether God
will ever forglive you for pleading not guilty for publlc
officials who permit the redlight to flourish in' order
that jails may be* filled with penal farm fodder and ballot

' boxes stuffed with the votes of protected law violstors.

Boulevards, parks, shade trees, beautified river front,

. ‘harps, wings, halos-~damnation! Forget it for almhile and

. clean out the redlight. Condemn and tear down the shacks
which fester in the midst of a eity of decent people. A
great work could be done there. The.entire south end of

- ~the city is contaminated by the redlight, It is due to
the people of the Southside that the redlight be torn
down and that residences of modern type, occupled by law
abiding citizens, be erected in their place,

- It*s all right to reach the ornamental stgge at the
‘right time but the time is not yet. Leaving the unspeak-
~ably filthy, lawless and obscene redlight as it is and

spending the people's money for mere ornamentation of a

~ favored portion of the city, is the heightof folly. It

"is absurd and unthinkable. It's too much like shaving
the lawn in fromt of a magnificent residence and permit-
ting jimson week to grow in the back yard; or hanging a
hundred thousand dollar painting in the parlor and harbor-
_ing cockroaches in the kitchen and bedbugs upstairs."ol

lMunc:te Post-Democrat, April 20, 1923,



' Such accusations and challenges aﬁ 8 time when hins

. nane was becoming aMfamiliar gound in-Mhncie~was_like pdﬁr-, (iw>v
.ing sslt on the community's open wounds, Dale was crystali- ”
zing and Jbringing 1nto the 0pen what many people in Mnncie

were beginning to feel-and vet not willing to admit. It

did not fit with;thertraditional symbolaiof‘Américah‘democ-

racy; with the "Middletown Spirit";%® to sey that the city
was\divided by the‘réilroad tracks. It‘Waé'irkSOme to the

“eity fathers" to hear someone shout that they were under

“the contrrl of thej“chamber of - commerce crowd"; it annoyed

'the Chamber of Commerce to hava Someohe’ suggest that it

was working in the sole. interests of the peOple on the north—
51de, it made people on the southside wonder about the vealues

‘by which-they were;trying to live. ‘MicroposmlcﬂMuncle was -
[ Eeginnihg to give evidéneeﬂbf thé gréat social change which \">
| has not as yet been completed in America, that is, the ‘trend
from a dynamic to a atatic society. - Free social mobllity

was glving way to class stratlflcatlon. - Here was the firsf
1nt1mation of a change ln Muncle's llfe thax Was to prnduce

acute pains ten years later. And George Dale was one ‘of the
first to see it; prooably the first to admit it. It was he

“who threw the first stone into the hornets nest but the re-
sulting buzzing has been 80 1oud that only a few of Hlddletown's

strongest souls have dared follow suit.

M————

B8 . . _ ,
See Middletown in Trangition, Chapter XII, p. 402ff.




If Dale alienated the monied clapses of Muncie with

this sort of accusation, he certainly endeared himself to

© the hearts of those %on the other side of the tracks",

the same group of people'who'seht him into the mayor's

offlce in 1930 with the ﬁreatest plurality any cendidate

up to that time ever had received.~53 Here was & champlon

who was nilling to give direction if only the peOple

followed., But it was tyoo/early for ,Dale to even consider
being‘on,ﬁhe insideiboliﬁically. He wee,being much more
effective hamme;ing_away as the opposition. Besides he
had just begun to fight the Kian.

- His next obaect for' editorial derlsion was Helen Jackson,

»_the "escaped nun," who caused qulte a stir in MUHCIP during

the spring and summer of 1925 and incldentally(gmde a
good deal of money “in the process, Speakihg'before large

crowds under Klan'auspices, she wee able to;gi&exvfirst_

\handﬁheorroboration'to all Borte of Catheliefhbrrbr‘stories

53
Ibld., P, 3235
54~

See Chapter II, n.55, supra.

TN
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which the gullible were wont %o believaaﬁﬁ Coneluded

edltor Dale Speqb1np about the - "eacaped nun"' (”“}
"Whén the Post-Democrat takeSfa shot at some measly

pro-German ex-~saloon keeper and bootlegger who happens
to belong to the Klan, the klansters at once demand that
the editor be sent to jail, but when an imposter of the
Helen Jackson type hits town and wantonly libels a re-
ligious creed and the entire membership of a church, a
great howl goes up when an insulted and reviled church
congregation demands that she be denied the rlbht to
insult their religion.

This 1is one of the cnnsistencles of one. hundred per-

cent Americanism,"56
‘Continuing in the same vein.he‘rapped'mésswignoranbe that
‘was fostering Klan growth and aIIOWing‘such preposterous
ideas to take the community hy ‘storm: | -

”The success of Klan propagandists in securing membere
is based largely upon their ability to make suckers be-
-lieve preposterous things which never happened and never
- will happen. However, organized ignorance and credulity
is'a hard combination to battle. The mule, generally re- B
garded as being rather low in the animal scale, can never .;->
55Just how far these Catholic bogey tales had sunk into
- the minds of the average Middletowner is shown in Middletown,
p. 482, where the Iynds quote the following interview of a
member of their staff with the wife of a well-to-do factory
worker: "Lady...you have asked me a lot of questions, and
now I want to ask you some. Do you belong to the Klan?....
(reply negative)...Well, it's about time you joined the other
good people and did something about this Catholic situation.
The Pope is trying to get control of- this country, and in
order to do it, he started the o0ld Klan to stir up trouble
among the Protestants, but instead of doing that he only open-
ed their eyesto the situation, and now all the Protestants are
getting together in the new Klan to overcome the Catholicmenace.
I just want to show you here in this copy of the Menace--look
at this picture of this poor girl--look at her hands! See,
all those fingers gone-~-just stumps left§ She was in a convent
where it was considered sinful to wear Jewelry, and the Sisters, .
when they found her wearing some rings, just burned them off
her fingersi" Little wonder, then, that this type of story
repeated many times should be accepted for gospel by people
who were sure that a few years previously German soldiers had
done the very same things to French and Belgian bables.

56

Muncie Post-Democrat, April 27, 1923. /”i)



be taught that 1t ie not proper to balk and Pick Coax~
 ing and beating only serve to intensify these mulish atiri-

butes. Likewise life is too short to try to quicken the

intelligence of the average klucker, who lies awake of

nights, oppressed by the horrible’ thought that the pope

is shout to emigrate to America and run for president.

It is such fellows as that who believe ‘the gruesame and
lzaltogether improbahle tales of Helen Jackson, the "escaped
- nun,® who shrewdly capitalizes mass- ignorance, with no ap-

.parent evoncern or care as to the consequences, of inflaming
-ignorant and inflammable minds- with felge ‘doctrines which
might easily lead to wholesale blood letting....Men and
women who really believe the preposterous falsehoods which
~are deliberately promulgated ‘for the despicable purpose

.. of getting money, are usually persons of limited intelled-
tual power, and such people allow preaudice, instead of rea-
~son, . to sway them, ~ -

‘With hundreds of people here believing. that the Jews are

preparing to demonetize the rest of the world, that the

L,Pope is coming over to establish a Roman Catholic empire

'in America and that the Jews and Catholics are financing
plot to cause a negro uprising that will have for its

purpose intermarriage between blacks and whites, it is
regarded strange ‘that blood has not flown like water in the
.streets of Muncie.,

. -Hasten the dsy that the conserVative, thinking people

y of Muncie combine/to put their united stamp of disapproval

.. upon a movement: which is destined, if not checked, to lead

' {-to dreadful disaster”57

Although ex post factc eXamination of Dgle's newspaper

tirades ehow them to be powerfully blunt and to the point,

_'their immediate effect upon the Klan was not ve:y great at
‘this early period. By this time the Klan and. its motives

hed ‘been ”expoeed" time and ag&in._ If there were people
convinced that these motives were base, they sald little

about it in public. If they agreed with the prIHClples for

4;which George Dale Wes fighting they were not willing to offer

‘more than moral support.‘ Dale needed real support. He-got

it eventually through his appeal to the aonetitutionel guar-

’a57

Ibid., May 4, 1925,




{

} antees of freedmm of‘the~prese* 8till he laughed in the

face of his enemies: - | - : 0

_ "The editor of the Post-Democrat'was threatened with
five hundred additional prosecutions at the time he was
sent to jail for contempt. Possibly there were some
foolish enough to believe that threats of that kind will
serve to stifle the truth in Muncie. The Post-Democrat
* publishes only the truth and since actual attempts at
~murder and frequent threats of murder have failed to
scare us into silence, fear of bodily imprismnment is
our slightest concermn.,,.
" With theé repeal of the infamous sedition act a hun-~
dred and twenty-five years ago it was thought that free
'speech and a free press were guaranteed to the.people
of America, but from time to time political tyrants, in-
vested with brief authority, have sought to inflict out-
rageous punishment upon those who dared to publicly criti-
~ cise their official acts. Invariably these puny despots
‘have been men of little ‘education and vast conceit, each
of whom fondly hope that history, which invariably records
the speedy descent.of these petty tyrants into political
oblivion will not repeat itself in his particular case.
The uestlon of whether or not a Muncie newspaper is to
be permi o tell the truth about condltions in Muncie,
is a matter of much greater importance Lo the citizenship
as a whole than it is to the editor whose liberty is threat-
ened. ’ <v)
There are a few people here who cheered mightily when
the word was sent out that the editor of the Post-Democrat
was in jail and that the Post-Democrat would soon be a
thing of the past. Such people are not fit to live in a
free republic. Their place is rightfully at the feet of
some hereditary monarch. These boot lickers to royalty do
‘not believe in free speech and a free press. They are so
‘lacking in common intelligence that they do not recognize
the fact that real ONE HUNDRED PERCENT AMERICANISM demands
. freedom of the press, and not jails for newspaper writers
who seek the redress of wrongs Perpetrated on:the people
by the men- they elect to office.

Here again was an attempt to bring the publiec to his support;
Dale was trying t0 make hia fight the people's fight In
this attempt he failed for two reasons- one, because the c om-

nmunity as a whole was not aWare of the implications of supress-

&&bid., April 27, 1923. The italics are mine.



ing the press., On the osther hand, he aliensted the support

of the "business class" elements in the ciliy many ¢f whom

could and did see the implications of the Klan and its sup-

pressive activities and who could have given Dale the finan-

cial aid he needed to fight it. There wgs a third reason.
One of his greatest personal faults was blind stub-
bornness. When he found a target he would hurl himself up-
on it heedless of the effect of his efforts. Furthermore,
his lack of subtlety, although making-for clear and under-
standable reading, lost its effect when hammered out week
by week in the same vein. Wit and sarcasm can be dulled by
constant repetition and Dale never learned the clever arts
of a first-rate propagandist. In his enthusiastic bitter-
ness he falled to clarify issues and crystalize a powerful
bddy of publie opiﬁion behind him; he rather confused many
who would have liked to support him ir they could only be
certain of the principles for which hs was fighting. His
own lack of direction, in the last-énalyaia, kept him frém
being an effective leader of others;- Then, too, his indis~

criminate attack upon groups in the community as well as in-

dividuals prevented any real coordinated support of his ideals

from the community. In attacking the "inner control monied

group® whom he charged ran the eity, he took into his anathema

- the Whole Northside, business‘men, and the clergy. Such in-

discriminate attacks naturally offended many.

B



| CHAPTER IV
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

The strangest about Dale's appeal to freedom of

the pfess was not the fact that he used it,but rather,

that he waited so long before resorting to it. Seeing

his entreaties haking little impression upon the com-
mnity, he began to direct them toward the entire Ameri-

A
can press., He warned his newspaper collégues in the

shhite thats ' o .

"If it is the law in Indiana that free speech
arid .free press is a thing to be set lightly asidéd
by court edict, it will mean that no newspaper in
the state hereafter will dare to criticize public
public officials without danger of being seht to
penal servitude at the penal farm for many months;
besides being compelled to pay excessive. fines.

If the libel and contempt laws are to be em-
ployed as a club to drive Indiana newspapers into
a state of satvery and peonage, the newspaper men
ci the state ought to know it and get ready for
the blow, in case the inconceivable thing should
happen, and the law be interpreted to mean that
the free and open discussion of public affairs is
to be construed to be a crime, punishable by heavy
fines and long terms in state penal institutions. "l

- Dale warmed up to his topic as successive weeks
rolled by. In this new fight for freedom of the press
he began to be eloquent and emotional. Not adveese to
over-emphasizing history in support of his own arguments,
he talked of "mediaeval tyrants", George III, and other
persons who had tried to stifle a free press and how

eventuallf truth triumphed. ‘Some of these editoriszls
~1

Muncie Post-Demoecrat, May 4, 1923,
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would have done Justlce to Mr. Hearst. Said Dale:

: It was. also Lord Mansfield, we believe, who

'wrote into the law of England, through court man-
date, the rather far-fetched thought "the greater
‘the truth the greater the libel.

- It was held that inasmuch as monarchs could
do no wrong newspaper attacks on the syphilitic
bums who inherited kingdoms constituted sedition

- and treason, since the people had no vote in the
‘matter and could not take part in g peaceful re-
volution by the use of the ballot!

Applying his arguments to the situatlon in ques=-

tion, Dale struck at the root of his troubles in Muncie.

' He talked about truth. ‘He wrote the truth. The truth
" was the cause of all his difficulties. Friends and ene-
" mies alike mgreed on this point. And if he colored his

" interpretations, the facts behind such interpretations

wefe-always unimpeachable, Pinching a tender nerve of
the polity he said:

"The truth hurts in Mnn01e and tuere are those
who seek to stifle truth. For daring to presume
that our constitution, which endows every indi-
vidual with sovereign rights and guarantees the
right of free speech and the right to worship God
according to the dictatesof his conasgience, the
editor of this newspaper has been imprisoned,
fined huge sums and pursued by flunkies and under-
strappers of manesty who seek his ruin in order
that the truth may be stifled in Muncie.

- It is almost unthinkable that in this free and
enllghtened city, in an age of progress unparalleled

95

in the world's histoxry, and with history, recording

in biack and white the fate of those who seek to
throttle public discussion and keep the people in
ignorance of the conduct of their servants in office,
that such a thing should happen.

21bid., May 18, 1923.
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, What the ultimate 1esult wWill be no one knewg, (A>‘
but one thing is certain, and that is that I will R
not surrender my right of free speech, nor will I
disgrace the memory of newspaper men who died in
the tower of London for daring to print the truth--
men who blazed the wgy asnd flaunted the torch of free-
dom. in the faces of despotism, cruelty and oppres-

Slono o
The Post Democrat will continue to tell the

truth in Muncie and there are not enough jails or

- penal farms this side of hell to prevent it. I
would rather rot in jail than suffer the humilia-
tion of running a newspaper that did not dare to
discuss the acts of public officials or feel free
to warn its readers when public officials are un- -

worthy of trust." nd

‘George Dale, the reformer, the mlsfit was fighting for

a principle. Combustible were his materlals,'hut out

of thé,gxplosions.rang soul-stirring echos of a_ZOIQ,

-a Bunyan, a Garrison, even a Mann. He had thrown down

another challenge. - oL SRS  v Q;D
| For a time there was quiet. Dale returned to rout-

ine aﬁtacks on the Klan. A-new bet editorial'topic was

the Way in which the county Orphanage was belng used as

a “political football“ 4 He was especially bitter in

| this case because Judge Dearth was behind redent person-

nel changes on the‘Board Qf Ohildren 8 Guardians.
Ifjthé.Klan was having slight success in silencing
Dale by intimidation, it still héld‘a more‘bbwerful weapon

S1bid. | |
41bid., Mey 25, 1923: June 22, 1923,
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w1th whlch to smxte the annoying editorumthe bayuut“.

That the small ~amount of advertlzing in the Post Democrat

vtsuddenly'began to shrink, ev1denced;the Klan's power

in Muncie,'mpre accurate explanation would probably be

fthat:ho'one‘Was quite sure Jhst how. strong the Klan was
 or who belqnged to it and rather ‘than risk loss of Klan

‘ trade or Klan v1olence, potentlal and actual Post-Democrat

advertizers felt-safer,in'fo:gettlng-this newspaper for

a while.5 Dale; too; knew this'mbst vulnerable spot.

‘he had to have money to contlnue. Came his "last" edi-

torial appeal~to the peqple of Muncié'fbr support. Once
moré he tried to prove his béttle theiré.» A note of
desperatlon and exasperation cfept into the edltorial

which he headed:
IT TAKES REAL MONEY

"The st-Democrat needs the practical support
of the people of Muricie and this section of -
Indiana who believe in political honesty, the rule
of g visible government and the destruction of a.
masked super-government which controls police and
judiciary and advocates crimes of violence, the
boycott and oppression of those who refuse to bow

to the inv1sible empire.

5 o L , s '
"Some individual's internal conflict was well demonstra-
ted in the Post-Democrat when there appeared the following

‘two column notice which ran for several weeks: COMPLIMENTS

OF A FRIEND AND WELL WISHER (issues of June 22; June 29;
July 63 July 13, 1923 and following numbers.) Torn between
a consclentious desire to support the principles for which
Dale was fighting on the one hand, this "fitend and well
wisher® was.also trying to protect himself from a danger

he could not actually see.



"It takes money to mn a newspaper and the (—«3
very fact that merchants hesitate to advertise e
in the Post-Democrat for fear of a Klan boycott
ought to impel those who &re not afraid to get
in the fight with thelr money and their influ-
ences
The Post- Democrat is fighting YOUR.battle.

We will need a big defense fund to carry our
cases  through the suprame court. No pains should
be spared to have these cases properly presented.
YOUR liberties as well as those of the editor of
the Post-Democrat are directly involved.

“You gave millions to keep the German menace
from Anmerica shores. An enemy a thousand times
more vicious is at your very threshold. Do you
think more of your lougy dollars than you do of

“your liberty and your right to wear your hat in
the presence of the masked enemy? If you do,

- hang onto them, and God help you. If you believe
in preparedness give, and give quickly to the
Post-Democrat defense fund., If this doesn't get
through your hide, nothing will, so this will be
the last printed word on this subject.

. It is not charity we are asking. We are in-

' stead offering you the priceless privilege of "
lending a hand in a great fight for human liberty. "

Dale‘certainly spoke the common man's language but he
could still produce no mass action behind him, Then he
showed an inconsiatent streak.j A champion of Cathollcs,
Negroes, and Jews because they suffered Klan abuse, Dale
would sometimes_bitterly.attack those gronpg because they
 lacked his coufagé and would not opénly-bgck'him in what
he felt’was their fighf. He was expeclally vicious against
Catholic and Jewish merchants who would not adVe:tise be-

cause they”feared‘Klan_bochtf.7‘ Desperation end dilemma

SMuncie Post-Democrat, June 22, 1922.

"Tbid., July 13, 1923.



him characterized some of Dale's editorials.

again evident, Dale wasg now attacking the few he might:
have counted'updn'fbr mbral:support at least. But he
needed money aiid struck blindly

As the summer of 1923 rolled on the Post Democrat

laughed at the way ‘in which women were being duped by

:the Klan as badly as the men, ranted about reports of

bad food in the penal farm, made Judge Dearth appear
ridiculous with hlB decisions. Once again Dale put forth

his credo explaining."that_the‘PostéDemoerat haS»been'dedica-

'ted to the public as a vehicle ‘of expression for the under-

G¢Og
dog. Plain speaking 19'necessary, sometimes, in order to

make clear to the public just what is meant.*® But "plain

speaking"edid not bring in more mbney and a note of super-

cilious contempt for those whom he thought should support
. "Talk is

' cheap", sald he, but it was not being backed up with action.

More specifically,xadvertising had practicaily ceased. The

Klan was really crushing him. Going to the root of the

Problem he exclaimed:

"Instead of getting business from merchants who
believe that we have been making an honest campaign
for good government, we find ourselves in the as-
tounding predicament of being subjected to a boy-
cott on the part of our eupposed friends.

8.
Ibid\o, August 3, 19:..5.
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_ They privately tell us that they are for us,
but for business reasons they deem it inadvisable
to advertise in a newspaper that has been telling
the truth about so many people,...The Lord knows,

-1 am not mercenary; if I had been I would not have
been fighting the grafters and the big interests
whom I have repeatedly pointed out as being ene-

" mies of the people. The point is that I am simply
sick and tired of stepping out for the best inter-
ests of the community and being penalized for it
by those who offer private encouragemsat and then
walk across the street when they see me coming,

. fearing to be seen speaking to an agitator.

~ Here Dgle showed one of his Worst personal limita-
. tions. Although he accurately explained the asituation
" he made no attempt to understand it, nor would he admit% V
that there was ample reason for this lack of pupport. His
own reforming zeal was so intense that he was unable or
uﬁwilling_to understand the psychology of a commuhity pre-
vented by fear from ostensibly supporting him. In his |
lack of patience, the reformer defeated his own purpose.
If the community failed to follow him after he had been
beating the‘drums for so long in its ears‘he could only
explain it'és a weakness in the stuff of which that com~
munity‘was made. Never-did he suggest the possibility
that his sppeal lacked something. Nor did it occur to him
that he had déafened_thosq to whom he was screaning as to
- the regl'merits of his pleas, Instead of gaining the con-

fidence of the pup with kind words and a lump of’sugar, he

9 .
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-thneatened first and whipped aftefwards.' George lale

was not a leader in the sense of one who 1nepired great
admiration and attachment to a cause by his personal
magnetism, politicelly he gained support by showing he
could browbeat better than his opponents and tnat there~

fore 1t would be better to be his friend than hls enemy .

kWhat power he ever enJoyed in Munoie came with the aid

of those who amnired his honesty on the one hand and his

fearlessnese on the other.
There is something about a man who is insensible to

feafpwhioh inspiree'the secret admiraiion of the average

_person. The example of a courageoua personality also stirs

vlongings in the breasts of those who “oonform" to the stand-

ards set up by the community to break away from the well
worn path of l‘lceep:i.ng; up With the Joneses” and striking
out in the world along some tangent uninhibited by those

standards. The example of George Dale atruck the imagina-

’wtions of many men and women caught up in the hum-drum life

of a small community. He epitomized the freedomffor which

.they were searching. Here was romance. under their very

‘ “Here was a sto:y-book character in Mungiel But if

they had any intention of converting moral intovpractical

support they were stopped short by the impact of the reality

of the situation. They had to live; their families had to

live; the power of the Klan was a very real thing in Muncie,



And so Dale had to fight on alone. Mnch a8 he tried,
he was never able to meke the communlty undexgstand hlm,
' much as it tried, Mnncie never fathomed Dale.
From the standpoint of a practlcal newspaper man

Dale had both feet on the ground. And although he bit-
ﬂterly decrled the edltorlal meekness of the two dallles,
he admitted that their 1ndecision was most pragmatlc
from the standpoint of f‘inancial gain. Hls own experi
~ences were teaching him the importance ofyfinancial back-
ing, A keen senge of stnoborn faete wasvevidende@ by

the following commentz

“No other newspaper in Muncie had the nerve
to take a stand on the Klan question. They pre-
served a middle of the road attitude, as they do
on all questions of moment, the theory being that
it is betted to gtay on the fence and get busi-
ness from both sides than to take a bold stand
ang get ripped wide open by friends and enemles

- alike. :
' In the sense that newspapers are. busineas
~enterprises, run for the money, they are right.
’ They are algo wise enough 1o know that the pebple
 here are not yet ready for Teform.

Possibly after a season of repentance in sack
cloth and ashes, the people of Muncie may come to
their senses and thank God that there is at least
one newspaper in Muncie that is not afraid....Until
‘that repentance matures the Post-Democrat is not go-
" ing to work uf a sweat any further in behalf of the

dear people,"

10 1pid., The italics are mine.

e



‘Aﬁmitting that Mnncie was n0t~yet\“ripe“,for,refomu,"

~he was threatening to forget all about the "“dear pGOpieP

to let,them become coﬁpletely'cowed,'politicglly, by the

Klan and its servonts'in:office. “To thdso'wﬁo knew him

best this was megninéless. Bale was like g fish out of

- water when removed from the din of battle, The fact

‘that he and the culture in which e lived never acceoted
each other. dld.not preclude hls orlentatlon as & reformer

in behalf of that culture. V"Sometimes we almost think

the people are not worth s§v1ng,ﬂll said’ Dale, but the
'”next Week his paper was as full. of.diatiioo in the inter-

est of the people as ever before.' Dale,efhe reformer,

could not have stopped had he wanted to. He indicated

hls 1ntention to create another newzpaper in Indianapolls‘

to fight the Xlan 12 The people were not to be "let down".

But this new litearaxy venture soon petered out under pres-

. sures more immedlate.13 Dale was found guzlty in Judge

Dearth's court of 11beling the grocer he dubbed a "draft

dodger®. 1 Insisting that his conviction Was the result

1l
Ibid. S o .

12 . _
- Ibid., August 31, 1923.
13

See Ibid}, December 21, 1923, where he announced that:

instead of the new paper he would concentrate upon expand-

ing the circulation of the Post-Democgat and thus serve the

same ends the new paper was to have served. : ‘ )
14

See Chapter III, n. 44, supra.
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of Klan controsl of the court%5he announced the case would

be appealed. N
, . )
The Post-Democrat was now carrying the following

coupon on its ‘front page each week:

‘MY CONTRIBUTION TO LIBERTY

1 4
.

George R. Dale,
Editor Post—Democrat
- Muncie, Indiana.

» Enclosed find § y my contribution
to the Post-DemocTrat defense fund. Use
this in your great legal battle to de-
fend the right of free speech and to ex~
pose the hidden hand of the. Invisible

Empire.

~ Bigned
. Address

\ \ This 1s For Your Defenae as Well as
Mine.

L

George Dale still sought the people. Said he; “Contri-v

bute to this fund now. It will be the be-t 1nVestment

you ever made, since it is in defense of a principle as
eternal as the hills, the right of . free speech,}without
which a free government cannot survive."16 By this time
his pleas had met with some responss from the eitizens,

but still not enough.17
15

Munecie ‘Post- Democrat October 26, 1923,

16
Ibid., October 26, 1923, '

17 :
Ibid., November 2, 1923,

//i>ﬂ
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~1s more than we can understand,.®

'understgnd box office tricks.

105

Evideneing a genuinely puzzled attitude as to its

meagreness he said: "A few have responded to'the re-

quest for funds to apsist in the Poat Democrat's great
legal battle. Just why the response is not more general
18 : ‘

By the end of 1923 Dale six cases pendihg in Iddiana
courts. Thé two contempt cases were before the state su-
preme court, a new trial had been moved in the livel case.
With a change in venue the concealed weépon.case had not
yet been tried nor had the "liquor" iﬁdidtment.lg The
editor of the Post-Democrat was certainly standing before
the bar of Justice and public opinion. And the need for

money was becoming acute.
Ralslng the copy price of the Post-Democrat from five

20
to ten cents did not solve the problem, but Dale began

~to see.that he had a freak appeal. People Were actually

buying his paper just to see what this funny old guy had

'to say. Lacking paychologicél; Dale was clever enough to

He knew he must appeal to

18 -
Ibld., November 23, 1923. The next week (Ibld.,
Nov. 30, 1923) Dale announced somewhat humorously a series
of articles dealing with the history of the Republican Party

in Delaware County. He explained that he was "going ghrough

this ordeal with much the same spirit that impelled Diogenes
to fare forth with a lanten." And as an afterthought he
added; "By the way the old boy must have missed Delaware
County in his travels, for history fails to record that his

- lantern was stolen.®

19 ‘
Ibid.’ Novemher 30, 1923,

20 :
Ibid., January 4, 1924.
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the ccmmsﬁ people; the working class, 'Hé knew they
were uneducated-fo?lthe most part, butfi£ Dale had any
:.consisﬁent,theory about journalism it was that the com-
mon man could understand ridicule much easier than un-
emotional editorializing. Truth tempered with wit afford-
ed_him-a'potentiswqrd. When the Klan?s;latést browbeaten
 victim, the mayor, was quaking in his boots in fear of
theryhité hoods, Dale came out in his defense, showed how
_.funny it was to fear the Klen. .Said he: "When I fight I
can't laugh, and when I laugh I caﬂ't;fiéht.a.;l'don?ﬁ |
"wmt to alugh, for it is no laughing matter. .I want to
cut loose with thiszold typewriter‘and~£§&fthe liver out
‘of somebody, but just about the time I haVe figured out
hbw tovspell.démitohell. I get tickled again“and COuldn;t

: 21 .
fight a baby rabbit." In coining new words Walter Winchell

would be an amateur compaféd with Dale. "Kluckerino" was

applied to all Kamilias; "Whirling dervishes", Hooded Hyenas",

ﬁKoo'Kooa of Kokomo{Ind.)" werg‘Juat!a few of the titles
~he created for his mortal enemies. And pepple bought the

Post-Democrat.

'By‘1924,therg ﬁére‘indicétions‘all“over the United
| States and more specifically in Indiana that all was not

21 o
Ibid., January 11, 1924

N
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well with the Klan. Outrages, avariciousness, and

political corruption were traced to that order., Similar

actions to that of the Muncie Klan in passing a unanimous
,resolution endorsing Jesus Christ COﬁld'only result in
shuddering disgust from the community and the alienation

of every Xlan "member r:zsessed .of a shred of respect-

' . ,22
ability or religion.® But if the Klan was loging its

6;iginal QAucleus of "respectable" citizens the majority
of its members still held together from the inertia of

éelf-aeekihg or ddsire for gelf-expression. The Klan was

by no means a dead issue. In Muncie the Klan was still

all-powerful.

 In April of this same year the liquor case against
Dale was throWn out by Judge Dearth on a motion from the
ppogsecuting attorney because of lack oftevidence.l'Liquor
~ had only been "smelled" somewhere in the office building
| whéfe Dale was. arrested. In his next editorial Dale re-

garded his vindicatlon from these charges as proof of the

accusations Whlch led to the two contempt proceedings23

. 22 : , : -

Ibid.. Peb, 1, 1924. At the same time this resomution
was ammended "to the effect that Jesus was not a Jew, but
~a native born, whlte Protestant American ¥

23

' Ibid..April 4, 1924, It is an interesting Bidelight
into Dele's character that when during this same period his

son was one of several boys arrested for visiting a house

of 111 fame he did not hesitate to mention the fact in his

front page editorial., Not willing to judge his own boy until

he heard the facts in the case he looked upon the publication

of the names of the arrested boys in the local dailies, an

unusual practice, as an attempt to discredit the elder Dale

hitself. Truth was truth even when it hurt himself or his

family. (IBid.,March 28, 1924.)
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-~ that Dearth's court was dominated by the Klan,

And still the Post-Democrat continued to grow.

Over half the entiré paper'ndw conﬁéining only Klan

v abusé ﬁas devoted to information.of interest Spécifi-(
~cally to other commmnities in Indiana and Chio. 1In a
little more than a year the_éirculation of_thelggggf
Demdcrat had jumped from appféximately twenty-five
hﬁndred to sixteen thousandAcopies WeekLy.24' In recog~- =
| nizing_that his appeal had ceased>tbfb§'a purely local
one, Dale changed the name of his paper to The Post-

L5

" Democrat.

 One thing about Dale's public career that stood
out most prominently was that no matter how bitterly

he fought at any given moment, he never forgot that basgi-

cally he was attempting to alter the political status guo.

Political reforming was the one consistent iine by which

24 ‘ , R
Ibid.,May 30, 1924. Compare thege figures with those

- given in Middletown,,p. 471, for the circulation of the

hno dailies one being 8,851 and the other 6,715 copies per

day. ‘fhis would 1ndicate a significant increase in- Dale s

potential power in Muncie with regard to the number of

people he was in a position fo influence as compared with

~the two Republican dailkes. Due allowance, however, must

be made for the fact that much of this increase was account-

ed for in the growth of out-of-town circulation.

25
Post-Democrat, July 18, 1924.
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his career oould be traced. If not the most bitter of

his many struggles,his antagonism of the Klan was certain-
1y the longest and hardest. Withal his téﬁdenoy $o lose
“himself in the smoke of battle, to become oblivious ﬁo

the possiﬁie outcomé;of his sometimes irrationa1 activ1ty
~George Dele's mind»wasvseared with the belief that his

nae alwaye the battle for rights. Those who have reé1 ‘
faith cen £ind almog? supei-human strength in 1ts embrace.
George Dale had a'féyhk, avbelief,;in_theheoessity of
pEEeserving thé ideals of“démocracy.: True, his definition
of those principles may not have been that of the culture
in shich he lived but suchiéonade:axions boxé little
weight with him. Fused 1n‘the orucible ofyrefbrmihg zeal,
missionary and ideslist became & powerful politicai in-
fluence. | ,
| Thus it wae with the interest of his pa:tyvin
mind that Dale attempted o 1a¢nt1fy the Kléh_with”thé
Republ ican paity; In so doing, he was forced to deviate
continually“from thé Immocractic»partyvin attacking
Democrat ic Klan members. Astride two mounte, he wﬁs
often throﬁn off. But whether in or outsidé»the good
grece of his party he remained consistent with himself
never conceding favor to anyone,connected»w;th thelKlan

no matter what his political affiliations. Had he not
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veered from the “party line" he would never have lacked | fN}
for funds. Had he never veered few peOple outaide of :
Muncie would have héaﬁd of Geoge R Dale.
o L. T TR T S I

When the split in Kian renks came to Munciéffnd
the old organization gave way to the Independent Klan of
America, brainchild of Muncie Klaﬁsmén,vndlé 1obged_ppon
the death of the old order as a direct result of his
attacks upon 14.37 It was with a note of egotiem that
he:impreésed'ubbn his readers the £énﬁ that only he had
dared openly defy the Klan. Here at last was some Teward
for whet hed looked like a thankless aeif-appointed taek.
If the giant-killér ovérgstimated'the'fatal effects of J  N\
his pen few begrudged him his moment of glory. Dele's i")
star was on the ascendent - for the moment, at least.

But 1f he thought his many enemies made in the
process of antagonizing'the‘xlan were ready #é’ﬂforgive
. and forget} he was aadly mistéken; On the bthét hand,
he had no illusions about the power of the Klan name,
It was still a potent force in the oommunity. No apciolif

gist, Dale saw deeper into the cleavage in the community

whioh were brought about by the Klan; The faoct that he

383ee Chapter II, n..42, supra.

| 27Muncie'Post-;pmocrat;cJune127, 1934,

—_—
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saw a ocorrelation between the grewth”of the Klan in
Muncie and the increase in divorces during the same
period would be unimportent if the same oonolueione
weTe not reached by more expert inVeeligatorg.aal If
the Klan as an organization was no longer active, its
peychologieel effects a8 a dierupting‘influenoe”in the

community remained in some form or other until the end

of the 1920's.

That the Klan was & dead issue was quiokly
disproved when eleven hundred and. £ifty oopiee of the
Poet-Democrat charged with being obscepe 11terature,

were seized and burned by the municipal polioe of
Newark Ohio. The paper had been carrying a weekly column
exposing Klan politics 1n Newark, Dele was furlous. Ad~

mitting that to publish the names of Newark Xlansmen was

- probably obscene in itself he defied any "two by twice

city Judge“’to conetitute himselfrcensor of a newspaper
accepted in the United States mails.2? With an editorial
note to the peOple of Newark asking them to see if they
could find anything "obscene" in 1%, he reprinted the

- article "showing up the slimy reptiles of the 'Invisible’

Byuncie Post~rbmocrat Aug. 1, 1924, See also Chapter
111, n.15. supra. ‘ _ ' ,

2post-Demoorat, August 29, 1934.
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Enpire".30 Repetitdon of the confiscation and burning
the next week had little effect in silenoing him.31 The
third week the Hewé:k police allowed.the~gg§tegemocrat'

to be distributeéd for about two hours befOre~seizing the

'remaining iaauea.33 Referring to the "budicrous aspeots" :

of the whole affair Dale commented: "These foolish
off;ogrg,_whp‘make themselves the,laughing stock of Ohio,
have started something. They are t00 stupid and t0o ob-
stinate to change their course. Wise men change their
minde, but wisdom and kluxiem do not go hand 1n hand. n33
Had he :ollowed;thgﬂagge-phiIOSOphyvputﬂforth here his
own future;ppl;tieéliga:eer.mightahave been much less
rough. Legally'Dale's cause fared badly. An Ohio”céurt
of equity refused to enjoin the Newark police from further

confiscations saying ﬁn part;

. "The oharacter'of the paper which the court -
has examined is such that it might be that the
next issue of the paper would be such that it"
would be the cause of public disorder, and the

| golice in the exercise of their discretlonary ;
30 cst =Demoerat, August 39, 1934. ‘

311b1d.,~September-s,_1934.

~

321p1d,, September 13, 1824. In this seme issue Dale
ras pleased to announce the "self-infliocted death' of the
Delaware County Democrat, the rival Democratic paper set

up a year before.

331pid.
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powers in maintaining peace and order, should
be permitted to determine whether or not any
particular igsue of this paper should be

- circulated."34

Answered the e‘ditor: ‘
"Of course the Post-Democrat will not, per-
mit such a finding to go unchallenged....If
- the ruling....is to stend as the law of the
land, then the freedom of the press will have
been utterly destroyed and the right of irree-.

ponsible, Klux controlled police to burn,
pillage and destroy thoroughly established w35

The confisca.t lons cont irmed.36

The next round of struggles went to Dale when 8
court in another county to which. the case had been venued
a.we.rded Dale Judgement a.ge.inst township trueteea rho had
refused to pay their 1ega1 aﬂvert ising bill to the Post-
‘Democrat on the grounds that 1t was not a "Demooractio"

~ peper, "and was therefore diequalified under the lew to

carry legel advertiaing which public officlals are requized

to place in political newspapers". 87 e __
| This was but a feeble victory The Klan, or rather

its members in public office, _whom mle cont 1nued to pursue
editorially had other plens for the editor. Finding hie

weskest spot a lack of money to eup_port a a.milx of nine
34

Post-Democrat September 86 1924.

351bigd.
361bid., October 3, 1924,

37_1_'9_:}_@., October 10, 1924.
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people and publigh 8 paper with‘gnall :evenne,.hia enémiee | /”\)
were pursuing a policy of loading him "down with criminal
prosecutions" 38 Again Dale turned to the peOple poiﬁing
out that he had sacrificed "time, money and liberty in
defense of the constitutional rignts of the peOple" and
therefore they should come to his aid Once more he stood
upon fdmiliar arguments in attempting to synthesise his
own besta 1nterests with those of the peOple. 8ince it was
their fight, he argued, the people should be willing to
finance "some of the harassing litigations 1nst1gated by , '
the Klan".39 \ |

- In the fall of 1924 Iale, thrusting the Klan more
into the 1nside pages of the Post-[bmoorax turned for a S
time to more orthodox forms of.muckraking. This time‘he | ;‘-)
began to expose to hio regders thé étory of how theilr road
commisgioners were making‘money from illégal.gravei oontraotofg

He finally ran & "gravel edition" of the Post-rbmoorat in

which the whole aituat lon was putb before the public together
with dates and figures and accueationa againat oity and
county golitical offioiale.41 That the moat bitter of these'

339¢sqgjémoorat October 10, 1924.

B1pid.

4°Ib1d., September 12, 1824 and following numbers,

“11pid., October 31, 1924.



attacka were made upon the Republican machine while ab

the same time Dele prayed for its defeat in the coming
eleétions vaé one of the few times his personal gnd party
interests:cpinoided.v But to no avall for although new
dounty bomﬁiasioners were elected they were soon upithe'
the contract letting!trioks of their prediceesore;/'nale‘
fumed ahdyﬁrOmised fo "keep~the'peOp1é.;.poated"'6n.all
the graft developments.4R He. attributed the defeat of the
Democrats to the crooked activities of the Republican

machine and its backing‘by practicelly every erticulate
interest group in the community from the W, C T. U to the
'bootl eggers. 43 | |

Now Dale announced the death of the Klan in

Indiana claiming it_to have served ite Iingl avowed pur-

pose in electing Ed Jackson Governor, 44 Suoh‘stateménts

only indicated more wishful thingking. Poesibly Dale had
thought 80 much about the death of the Klan he was actually

beginning to believe it. For Klan anathemas he now sub-

st ituted obituarie8.45 _That events belied his hopes soon

~ 43pogt-pemocrat, Yov. 14, 1924. Of some significance to
Dale was the fact that in a state and county which voted
Republican in the 1924 elections, Newark, Ohlo, wens Demo-
oratic and anti-Xlan. Dale looked upon unis aa a sort of

- personal vindication and fictory.

431p14., November 321, 1924.
44121@., November 38, 1924.

451p14., January 2, 19235 and following numbers.
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became evident. Even if the organization of tﬁé\Kiana
‘was dead its spectre continued to haunt Muncie. Ghost

or real the effect was the same. Potential advertizers

 mere still afraid to patronize the Post-Democrat. Added
to this was the dqst of pending legal”batties.“ As usual,
Dale needed money. and once again'he1appeaiéd.totthé'§eo; _
ole. "THE WAR IS ON', said he, the Klan 15 not dead!48
Insisting that the government of Indiana had been dellvered

to the Klan in the last elections he’ argued.

#This is the only neWSpaper in Indiana that
had the audacity to put all 1ts eggs in an
ant i-klan basket and risk exposure to the stink
pots and poison gas of the klan....This is no -
time to go to sleep. It is time for action.
The Post-~Democrat is here at your service to do
your fighting. We know where to shoot and what
to shoot at, but it will take plenty of ammuni-
tion...If the post~Democart is to continue in

. existence, it is 9bsolutely necessary...to rally

to its support.’

The degeneration of the "new" Klan which had been started

in Muncie soon became spparent when it announced that the ﬁan

on Negroes had ‘been 1ifted and from that time\on " the deecen~*

dants of Ham", as Daiegcalled-them, were tb“be admitted to

the sacred realm of‘one huﬁdred per centism. Such a devia—.‘
- tion from its traditional ideology could mean only one thing
A new resevoir of ten dollar bills was being tggg_g. Sneered

45Post Democrat Januery 9, 19235.

471bid.,



him.

~the Republicane tb office.

Dele, "The ultimate in klan idiocy has at ]aat been reached:

in Muneie "48 And Muncie was inclined to gneer glong with

Very active in the primaries of 1925 Imle turned "

-again for & time from the Klan to his role of Republlcan

curser at the same. time reaffirming that his neWSpaper

stood "for the things that are right and decent" as OppOBed

- to the Republican machine and its robote in office. But

although the peOple of Muncie may have been well aware of
the fact that he was fighting for ."the right of Justice
and decent government"i%hey paid little heed and~returned

Whether to renew faith in himself and the things
for which he was fighting or to reasgure the community
thet he had not backed down an inch ‘under any kind of

pressue, Dale often printed a resumé of his troubles since'

 he first established the Post—Democrat . These resumés were .

becoming longer and more detailed a8 the editor's difficul-
ties piigd one upon another. Always the argument was the
pame - "It ﬁas been a weary and thanklesa tagk" but Dale

stands adamant . 5L If he ever wondered whether gsuch tremendous

48Post-nemoorat February 13, 1925.

t

491b1d,, May 8 1925.

O1big.

Sl1pig., May 15, 1935.
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personal sacrifice was worth the little retﬁrn he qdictly
dlspelled such notions at the end of most of his editoriale
‘with the nﬁw familiar "we defy any man. ."58  g£111 Muncie
wae not convinced that he had its best inteiésts at heart.
A1l through the summer and into the i’all of 1925
Inle concentrated upon exposing the Republican slate. In
so doing he was unuaﬁhlly careful to aingle out personall—.
ties for attacks. O;; of these was Judge Dearth. Crooked
‘deals and past histories were raked into the qpen.v It was
mud-slinging of a highly technical naturé.‘ It’séémed a8
if the Klan was being relegated more and more into the _}
distant past. Dale still called hls enemiea Klanemen but
that,title was now used 88 & curse or a sneering tag. To (;;>
no avail, however, for the Renublicana swept back into ‘

control of the oity. Gooliége prosperity healed many
breaches in the economy. The Klan was something that had
paraded a few years ago and was hardly a political 1ssue
any longer. Sadly, Dale announced that "having squeezed
the county dry the gangsters will take the clty hall on.
January 1."83  And go he girded his loins once more and
began to gight again. Once more he played the familiar
They, o

' thnae - everythlng in Muncie, polit1cs is cgrrked, it must

be reformggl

szPost-;&mocrat, May 15, 1935.

531bid., November 12, 1925. i . {
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' Hardly a modest person, if Dele thcught he ‘hed

- done something laudible and worth while he was the flrst

to recognize it in his paper. Fortunately hevnever

~carried persona;”praise beyond the point of showing why
it ﬁas due him; the reason always being the people's
- interest, not his own, No,ohe ever disputed his often

,repea@gd‘olaim.to a'reputaiion for "truth and veracity".

It gave him great pleasure to inform his readers of
how much his paper instilled fear into the hearts of
local gangsters.54 Proudly he announced‘that aftér the

.,first of the year, when the new Republican adminiatration
;would take office, "the Post-Democra$ will be the only
; '‘policeman' left on guard to give the 'atOp' a;gn to

the reckless political speeders who are looking.forward
to an\undisturbed.era'of loot and pillage,"ﬁs‘.

~ The next week Dale's old concealed meapon case ’
was retried before judge Eearth -and the editor was found
guilﬁy.ss He immediately.annpunced.plans to appeal. The
front page of the Post-Demoorat for that week oarried a
full description of the "kangarbo Courtﬂ,.as>Da1e.ca11ed
it, togéther with‘co@ments on the perBOnél'livea of the
inroré and coustt officers. Somet imes later he was %o

54pogt—Democrat, December 3, 1935.

551vi4.,

56123@.,'Eacember 10, 1935.



have another libel case on his hands as 8 result of some
‘of the oomments'abont one of the Jufors;57'vThe case had
been reopened after Judgelneérth and fhe'prOsécuting
attorney had appeared before a special judge to prove
that the Grand Jury which had originelly indicted Dele

- on the gun charge in 1924 had been 111egally'im55neled.
Comment ed Dale, "If anybody knows'they'ouéht t0."58 He
had been charging 11legal impanellings for some time
now and had two contempt cases under appeal because of

~such accusations.
By the beginning of 1936 the Klan was mentioned

only‘sporadically-in~the Post-Demoorat, Dale was con-
cerned now with fighting the county and:city Republican
machine. But American justios grinds out slowly and:
often enables the past to have a'largé'nensnré of control
over~thebpresent ‘Such was Dale's fate. He éﬁill had -
'aeverél“cases‘on appeal in the courts. Their outcome
was to write the f1na1 and most thrilling chapter in his

fight with the dying Klan
In March 1926, three years after the original

contemptxcases, the Indlana Supreme Oourt hadned down its :

ggcisién throwing out the‘indiréot\contemgt charges but

57See Chapter V, n. 27, infra.

58po gt pemocrat, December 17, 1925.
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upholding the circuit court in the direct contempt
decision. For the moment Dale kept his edliorisl

temper and only sneered,

"The fact that the publication may
be true in every respect cuts no figure
whatever. The judge may be a burglar by
night an occupy the bench in daytime, but
the one who writes or speaks about the
judge's nocturnal peculiarities must go
to jail for it.

"No ,they can't determine what the
people may and may not read - like hell!

"They 'can't put tnu in jail for that,
either, but they do."S

%90 st-pemocrat, March 11, 1938.
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 CHAPTER V.
"PHE TRUTH IS NO LEFENSE."

Then Dale struck updn a catch phrase that was
soon to bring help from all over the nation. "The truth
is no defense", he cried. "IS LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE,
SPEECH AND PRESS TO BE NAILED TO CROS8?" was the heddline
for his next paper.l Here at last was the appesl for
which he had been searching since the beginning of the
decade. He argued, calmly this time, and very convinc-
ingly that the proeeéuting attpﬁney and Judge Dearth had
tacitly admitted the truth of his "contemptuouéF allega-~
~ tions when they threw out the "liquor' indictment in
'regard to whioﬂhe had written the two editorials for
which he was charged with contempt. How could the Consti-
tut ion mean anything or protect Americans if 1t could be
g0 flagrantly violated by the courts? Undoubtedl& lack
of technical training does prohibit newspaper reporters
and the reading public from understanding throughly all
questions involved in a legal action. Little wonder,
then, that courts receive much praise or censure from a

public not familiasr with intricscies of the law. In the

1pogt-Democrat, March 18, 1926.
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© he asked;

'caees.in'quéétion a fairmihQQd-xeader miet admit, even
if he:disagreésuwith'the'deqisionsé tha#?faota were not
completely‘lacking upoh Which Dearth‘couldimake our a
case againéf Dele. ‘Begal 6pinionJ;n the state agreed

that the Supreme court'of Indiana had preoedent for 1ts

decision but criticised that court for distinguishing

\‘_between t he two cases as well as not clarifying state

laws on contempt 2 These deciaions were just what pale
needed;‘ For once he caught the Spirit of the people.
"Who g Boss, Anyway?"s,the people or the judges,

”The . Judge...is e servant of those who -
who elected him. It is his business to inter-
pret the law, not make it. If a judge is a
poor judge, an indifferent scholar, a petty

- tyrant or a boodling bribe jpker, hie masters,

. the people, have the God-given right to protest
and critioiae both orally and in public print.

"And honest square, upright, scholarly Judge
does not require the protection of a "contempt"
- statute to shield his court from unwarranted -
criticism. The judge who holds himself to be
the servant, and not the master, of those resid-
ing within his jurisdiction, is respected and
not held in contempt \ o

"The small minded, shyster 1awyer who
~achieves judicial powers 'through the klan, the
political machlne, or some other device for- trapp~
ing votes, is generally the one. who feels the con-

133

20¢ . Willie, H. E , Indiana L§g~Journ§;, XXX Vol. II,
No. 4, P. 309ff. | =T

3post-Democrat, April 1, 1936.




tinual need of threatening this or that S * ,>
person Eith punishment for contempt of
court .t ' ’ ~

For the next few weeks Dale‘busied himself with
the primories by continuing to denouoe the Repdblicans
and Judge Dearth. Gleefully he headlined the defeat of
ﬁhS'proaoouting attorney, one of his bitterostvenemies.s

Things quieted for a time. The Post-Democrat took on the

aspect of large newspaper. Politics ﬁas the chief topic

in both news and editorial'coiumns}bﬁt-adverti?ing hadv

begun to reappear. This latest appeal was bringing in

revenue from natlonal advertizers. ele's stock was on

“the upswing. Ho even ran a oirculation contest givgng

an attomobile andiother cash priieé‘to the winners, But :;D
he never lost sight of the fact that Muncie heeded Political
overhauling New exposures came every week.

For the moment vica conditions in Muncie and their
proteotion by city officials ‘became his special target. 6
Here mas "class1oa1" muokraking Vice control was the
special avocation of Judge Dearth and 1t had always pleased
Dale to ridicule him for it because he waa a pert of the
Republican maohine which Dale considered guardian angel of
the "redlight". In the mldst of Dale's ourrent sttack on.

“4post rbmoorat,kApril 1, 192s.

SIbid., May 6, 1926.
6Ibid., June 3, June 10, 1838 and following numbers.
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i» > " vice the local papers announced that Judge Dearth was
r.inauguraning his own private vice investigation and wer.?
A few days'leter'thevpresa reported Judge Dearth'e crime
'-crusade a eucceea' "Red 1ights burn a pale pink ...A11 18
quiet upon local vice front. ..country is clean" 8
- Than oame one of the most astounding proofs of
Dale'e 1ntegrity and eincerity." Dearth publicy denounced
the city and county administrations fcr pxotectino the
"rotten conditions he had been investigating. Gonvinced
of his moet hated enemiea sincerity Iale editorialiged:
. MThe Poet-rbmocaat urges all good citizens
of Delaware countyto give Judge Dearth their
earnest ‘support and stend behind him as a
) | i -solid unlty in hie ”clean up" campaign
J '" "The editor of this newspaper has less
reason, probably, than any other individusal
- in the county t0 be personally enthusiastic
in behalf of Judge Dearth, but in matters of
public welfare we are always Teady to subor-
dinate personal bias and prejudice and welcome

- recruts to the army of decency and good "
government

"It took considerable courage for Judge
- Dearth to definitely break with the political
machine to which he was obligated in a great
measure for his election as’ ?udge .and to place
himself in a position which makes it impossi-
ble for him to secure future political favors

from that source."9

7Muncie Evening Press, June 5 1926, Muncie Morning
Star June 12 1986

8Muncie Evening Press, June 8, 1926

9post-Democrat, June 10, 1926. The italics are mine.
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~ Such a complete reversal of position could only
be s'demonstration of character to,thefpeople,of;Munoie;
_ The rish of "Llosing face” would have been too grest if
Iale were completely an opportunist ~TWhen hls ideas
coincided with ‘someone else's he wes the firet to admit
it. , . . . |
o Backed by his most violent enemy Dearth contin—
ued his vice crusade and called the grand. Jury to consider

indictments arlsing from the investigations 10 Said Dale,

"Our differences with Judge Dearth as ‘
expressed from time to time in thie news-
~ paper were wholly on matters.of publioc
“opiniofi. We have never attacked his moral
~reputation, which we believe to (be) unim-
peachable and have never accused him of &
crime, and never will unless he actually
commits a crime. "l vy

In the midst of the vice fight came mord from
the Indiana Supreme Court denying Dale a rehearing on its
recent deoision.18 A few weeks later Inle was pleased to
announce that the neWSpapers of Indiana (even the Republi-
can papers') had deoided to back his appeal to the United
States Supreme Court. 13, Dele warned that "if the highest

10pogt- Democrat June 17 1926, Muncie Evening,Press,
June 14 1926. | '

11Post pemocrat, June 17, 1926.

13yuncie Evening Press, June 11, 1926' ‘Mucie Monning
Star, June 12 1926

13post- Democrat, July 1, 1928,

e
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court in the 1and”affirms'thia'deoision'than'the entire
press'of the country will be jeopardized. Even as it ls,

the latest Indiana contempt oase may be oited in other

%staxea as a precedent for similar action."]f4 ‘The sudden
‘response from newspapers sll over the country aurprised
“even Dale. With such 1mpetus he definitely decided he
‘would take his case to the. supTeme Court,15' The local

papers even began to print stories of his past history and

- fight with the Klan emphasing Dale's boakt, "I killed a

man" which captioned a geries of posed plctures demonstrat-

ing how Dale and his son were attacked by masked aasassins

‘a few yearnrbefore.]f6

" Impoverished by his long fight with the Klen IDele
would have been unable to appeal his case had it not been
for the aid‘of-intérested indlividuals and newspapers. The

powerful Chicago Tribume, the Baltimore Sun, the Hearst

Syndicamek"the;Brooklyn;Eagle, and moét:pbintedly the New
York World took up the fight Hr rale. Editor and Publ igher’

was especially interested in the case and for a time the

American Givil Liberties Union;gromised aid later refused.
14Post~nemoarat July B, 1926 S

15Muncie Evenln Press, July 10, 19286; Muncie Morning
Star,m%"'.’—y - |

16tuncie Evening Press, July 14, 1928, Incidentally,
these same plctures were carried in all the Hearst papers;
e.g., the Ohicagg Herald and Examiner, July 235, 1928. 8ee
Chapter III, n.6, suprs on the Klan attackk
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The gap.waanqébn filled. Many newspaper s asked their ,f~>
readers for contributions to send Imle. . Most iﬁtereste o
ing and successful of these campaigns was that of the .

-u‘n

New York: Wbrld which instituted a GEORGE DALE DEFENSE #tn

- Muncie was astonished ax the sudden publicity
'to,which\ghe was‘being‘aubjectgd, 7Gou1d there be somethlng
to thié George Dale? -And Dale printed. a thought oflmany
who did not like to think it when he éaid, "Drenched in the
white iight of publicity Muncie and Delaware Copnty‘standsf
- forth before the wbrld as a city that has been run'for;
four yeaTs by the Klan. Thousands of newspepers in every
state of the union have made plan our lowly state."17 |

- Buch a statement was hardly an exaggeration. Public opin- .
ion all over the state could not help but oringe end look -

more favorably upon Dele when editorials such as the fol-
lowing (chosen at random) appeared in the American press;

. "Indiana, by its own interpretation of law,
abridges the freedom of speech and freedom of
the press through the decision of the Indiana
judge, which is sustained., If this can be
reported to in favor of the Klan, it can be
brought into activity for any number of fanati—
cal organizations that may be founded. It may
be the Ku Klux Klan today and some other organi-
zat ion tomorrow, both of them detrimental to
our form of free government and free speech....
If you want autocracy, then the place to build
it is in Indiana. The voice of the peogle would :

17 0t Demoorat, July 15, 192.
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- soon be stilled, and theae autocratic czars,
gnvérned, not by Tules of reason, but by.
those of narrow and bigoted organizations,
would prevail. Freedom of speech and free-

~dom of the press would be as scarce &8 near

beer in a distillery.

"How we would like to be down in Indiana
for just a short period to sheke up the old
bones in some of these cobwebbed court rooms

where the mask is fgcognlzed as an asset for
.good citizenshipnn s ,

rrr‘r

But although moral eupport came from every. n&t:un.
of the country the first real finan01a1 aid came from a
group of Chicago men headed by one Emmet Cavanaugh, a

wholesale meat dealer, who bedame interested in Dale's

case after reading aboﬁt it in the Chicago Tribune. On
July 9, 1926\cavahaugﬁ sent thé following explanatory
telegram to Dele; "ANSHERING BELIEVE I CAN ASSIST YOU
MATERIALLY IN OBTAINING FUNDS HERE TO BE USED FOR YOU
APPEAL NEWSPAPERS HERE TODAY DEVOTING MUCH SPACE TO YOUR
CASE AND YOUR PRESENCE IN CHICAGO IMMEDIATELY WILL INSURE
MYSELF AND FRIENDS MAKING A SUGGESSFUL IRIVE FOR MONEY
NECESSARY TO SEE YOU THROUGH I AM A BUSINLSS MAN HERE AND
MY ONLY REASON FOR COMMUNIGATION WITH YOU IS TO ASSIST
YOU BECAUSE OF THE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED BORROW THE MONEY
TO GET HERE AND WILL REIMBURSE YOU UPON ARRIVAL." A few

days later Chicago papers carried pictures and a_story

18rhe Shebovgen (Wis.) press, July 14, 1926.
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* about Dale Teceiving his first check of $500 from Cavanaugh's

group.1®. The New Ybrk‘Wbrld announced that ﬁithout golici-

tation moneyhad been sent to be used in Dale's defense after
his story had been printed in that paper 20 Here was real
human 1ntereet and the world.loet little time in capital iz-

ing on 1t for its own aa well as Dale's interest commenxed

the New York Sun, "George Dele belonga to a dying race -
the old time weekly editor. He is redolent of printer's

ink and he things more of the newepaper as an agency of
reform than an an agecy for produoing wealth.“al The |
American newspaper profeseion was frankly proud of Dale
Here was a brother who stood for real journalietic 1dea1—
ism. For the public there was romanoe in the etory. On

August 10, 1926, the New York World wired Dale that it

had collected $1 000 for his defense Eﬂifcriallzed the

gorld ‘
"The right of the press to print the whole
truth in the public: interest .should not be
‘jeopardized because of the mere inability of
one editor to raise a little money. There
are other rights whose defense may be equally
_important. The American press has developed
" a considerable array of associations for
commercial or_news purposea, some»of them.

190h1cego Herald and Examiner, July 18, 19386; Chzcago
American, July 19, 19286.

2%wymkmndJuym 1928.

Zlyew York Sun, July 30, 1926; also in the Atlanta (Ga.)
Trurnal Tor the same date. The New York Times &ls6 carried
sori€s about Dale and his fight™in 1ts issues for July 30,

.926, August, 2, 1926,
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- powerful. It is strange that with ite

fﬁmﬁ , pride in a tradition of freedom which

f o stretches back to Peter Zenger it should
have no general legal agency to protect
its weaker members, and steps should be
taken to remedy the omlssion. 133

, That Dale typified for nany nenpapers editors
: the type of fearleas writers they would like to have
been - Tather than the tools of "commercial' or "news"

1nzerests -~ may have explained maoh of their eagerness
to help. _gitor and Publisher had an EDITOR DALE'S FUND

- to which newapaperé were aaked»t6roontribute;: Gifts
were ack'noivledged in "fraternal appreciat ion", 33
- Daged by the sudden response in his behalf, Dale

'could only say,

S ’ "It is simply 1mpossible for the editor
;;-D . of the Post-Democrat to express in cold
type how it feels to be treated the way we

have been by strangers in every part of the

county who didn know us from Adam'a off-ox,

two weeks ago.

‘NOverwhelmed by letters containing offera
of assistance, financlal and legal, telegrams
containing contributions to the cause arrive
in such profusion that answering them all
promptly 1is simple out of the question.

"I am going to send a marked copy of the
‘Post-Democrat to every one of them this week
80 when they see this they will know why they
have not been answered. One of these days I
am going to take a day off and answer every

one of them, God bless 'em."3%

28§ew_York World, July 33, 1936.

3BEditor and publisher, July 14, 1926.

%)
°4£ost-pemocrat, July 23, 1926.
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| _Simultanebualy his caéﬁ*yent:to'the Unitéd 8tates Bupreme (~>
Court on a writ'of er?drqgs' Precéded two weeks or moré by

otherAneWSpapers'ihe Muncie Press finally produced an

editorial stressing.the importance of Dale's case for

newspepers and freedom of speech. The important question,

o sald the Press, is whether judges shall take precedence

Mbwn , ‘
over the:Constitdtion.as Kncie wae at last ;aking Dale

seriously. . | ‘
Then two startling things happened. The]géénd

jury which Dearth had called to investigate crooked

dealings in Muncie suddenly adjourned and Judge DeaTth

todk'a vacation leaving his viée war in the air. A few

: ﬂays later Dale wag arrested on charges of criminal 11be1 ' Q;J

preferred by one Raymond Warner, one of the Jurors in

the recent ooncealed weapons triai whom he attacked in

his paper.37 True to form, Dale went out to meet the

enemy and repgqted all the accﬁggtiéhﬁ.médé:against Warner

plus & _few more."Sneered'he.‘"Thidk’hesdéd gtupidity and

35New York Times, July 30, 1936; Muncie Evening Press
July 19, 1928; Muncle Morning Star, July 20, 1926; Post—
. Democraz July 33, 1936. , ’ B ~

yuncie Evening Press, July 20, 1926,

371p1d., July 28, 1926; Muncie Eorning St%g, July 29,
19286; Post gooratic, Ju1y 8. See 80 Chapter
1v, n.57. supra. _ _ S
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bull headed vindictiveness have markéd the series of
events._ The latest arreat the last of a series of six:
since war was declared in the spring of 19223, is the
silliest pe:formance ofyall.';'38 - Dearth hgé issued the

bench warrant by which Dale was arrested in this case.

Obviously the feud was_on_agaiﬁ;

And still praise,. encouragement, and money came
in to‘help'in the'contempt cases. . Even world attention

was being,fbcused on Dale's case‘when‘Editor and Publisher

announced that 1t would be considered hy the P?aas Congress

of the World at Geneva and Leusanne, Switzerland, in
September 1926.2° Yet with all the ezo;tgmeng of which

he was the center, Dele did not forget‘his rg}a‘as_reformer.

‘The Post-Demoorat varied little from week to week; always

the exposures; always the muckraking; always the Republican

administration at fault ‘ ,
When in the November eleotiona of 1926 Demmcratic

county commiss;oners tqok,officghnale réported that the
hat ed Repubncah mechine was "not tottering, but wrecked!"30
He had always insisted that the’ chief source of Republican

‘graft were the oounty road oontracts Now Demoorats were

%Post»-gemocrat, July 29, 19286.

29%Editor and Publieher September 4, 1928; Post-Democrat
September 9, 1028. | o

3°Post-Democrat, Ndvember4, 1g28.
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"to have control. Imle lookedvupon thie as partially
his victory. And sti1l he continued to aacuse personali-
ties. His bibel trial wes at hand when he found another
reason to screem editorially. - -

Later that month Dale announced in five inch
headlines that a bullet had ‘been shpt into his home and
that sones:had been th;own'through“hié‘windowe for the
past week.3l For once in his 1ife he was‘ﬁerfufbed; not
‘that he feared personal viclence but because his family
had narrowly eecaped'indury.v He was quoted in an India-
napolis peper as saying; "I am.willihg to face them my-
aelf, but I am not-wiiling to. have members of my fem11§
_killed or wounded because of my activities, 32 B

A week later he went on trial for libeling
Warner .33 A day later the jury hended down & verdict
of guilty. Desrth fined Dale $400 aﬁqfsentenoed him to
ninety days in prison. Less than half an hour after the
verdict another bullet came crashing through a window
of Iele's home but failed to hit anyone.34 He accused

the grosecuting attorney of being one of the gerpetrators

3lpost—pemoorat, November 35, 1938; and both Muncie
dailies for the same date. See also the New York Times,
November 26, 1926; ‘ o -

321ndianapolis News, November 29, 1926; aleo in the
New York Telep;ram Mail, November 30 1926. :

33
Muncie Evening Press and Munoie Mornin star Dec. 4,
1926; New York Times, December 5, 18 §§T““““& s

34Muncie Evening Press and Muncie Morning Btar, Deoember
8, 1936; post-Democrat, December 9, 1938,
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~of the attempted aSSassination:beceueeiduring the trisl

he advised that the people take the law into their ovn
hande with regard to Dale.35 Angered, Dele announced thet
he would "stick a.round" and fight 36 publio opinion was

| becoming BO incensed by his tneatment in the courts and
,et the hands of hie enemies that the Governor of Indiana

(a reputed Klansman) wa.s forced to take some aetion. The

following letter dated December 6, 1926, was adressed "to
the Mayor and Chief of Police of the City of Muncie and

the Prpsecuting‘Attorney‘qf Delawaregcounty,

Dear Sirs ‘ :
: Information has reached the
- Governor that during the past several days
'~ assaults upon the family of (george Dale of
Muncie by shooting through windows and doors
of his house have been occurring, The \
Governor has conferred with me and we both
feel the necessity that immediate steps be '
taken to protect this house from such assaults
- for the safety of its members and to prevent
a blot on the name of the 8tate which might
Tresult unless such steps are taken.

© I am, therefore, requested by the
Governor to oall the matter to your attention
‘and to convey our joint request to you that
- all necessary steps be taken to afford the
. needed protection and to apprehend and punish
those already quilty of these assaults. The:
8tate prefers at this time to look &b local .,
officers to accomplish these results because
we _bélieve 1t ig wholly within you;_power to

35pogt-Dpemoorat , Deoember 9, 1926.

36Indianap011§KNews, December 9, 1926; see also the
Indianapolis Times, December 8, 1926 | ‘




Lo

‘acoomplish them, Please give these
matters your 1mmediete and eerieue
atten’c lon. ,

o Re,zspect fully,

| (A. L. Gilliom) |
* ATTORNEY GENERAL OF INDIANA.

Even then Dale disdountea;propoaed efforts of the police
either to guerd him or the punish the guiity'parties. He
just continued to fight. Dearth was a.gain the ta::get
Dale accused him of having dismissed the grand, Jury when
it would not indict him for: 1ibeling We:ner and then
allowing a private act ion instead. The case was appea.led.
o "HELL® MUSSOLINI" was the headline in. his next
paper. The leeadixig‘_jet-or.y told of how Dearth yl\vae:" assuming
the "role of newspaper -ceneor“. by ya.rning/sf news dealer

to stop selling the P‘o.fe_l"c-,I_J;amoc:::au__t_.‘37 "Dale hac been

razzing us withcut” mercy 'and we are going to put a stop
to it," he quoted Dearth as ea,ying 38 Furthermore ‘he
accused Dea.rth of ordering the police to take the names

~ of all Dale's newsboys. "No self-appointed dictator is

| vgoing to stop the sale and dlstribut ion of the Post-
Democrat " he concluded.59 Thus ended the year 1926 with
the cauldron still bciling. |

The new yea:r opened with bad news for the editor.

37pogt-Democrat, December 23, 1926.

| 381bid
391b1d.
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The United States Supreme Court dlsmlssed Dale s appeal
~because bhe court record had not been prOperly filled. 40 .
" The Press for the first time editorialized in his behalf:

"It is unfortunate form the stand point of .
- the people that the United state Supreme Court
" ‘threw out on a technicality the appeal of George
R, Dale without deciding the vital poipt at
issue which is whether %he truth in a case of
ant empt of court:is or isnot a sufficient
" defense....The common belief thet this matter
is of more importance to the newspapers than
to the citizens generally 1s without warrant,
for the principle applies to the lowliest
citizén as well as to the greatest corporation.
«v+.If 8 cltkzen may be gunished for contempt
of court by making truthful char§es against
& judge, and the practice of punishing along
these lines were constantly indulged in, then
that would be the end of all our liberties;
popular government would be replaced by a
. government of courts, and judges, from being
- Interpretors of the law,...would become the
makers of 1aw....Whether Dele himself wasgright
or wrong in this particular omse was of no vital
importance to anybody except himself and the par-
ticuler judge he offended, If he were guilty of
‘contempt of court by making false cherges, of
course he deserved and deserves m hishment, just
as he might deserve commendation Af his charges
were truthful, but when a judicial body such as
the supreme court of Indiana declares that it does
not matter in a contempt case whether the state-
ments concerning a court are true or false, pro-
“vided only they be prejudicial to the court's op-
eration, then 1t 1is time that gomething were done
about i%....The issue failed to get before the
highest court because of a defect in presenting
- the case which rendered the appeal o0f no value,
and so the vital part of the matter gtands where
it has stood since the Indiana supreme court's
decision, virtually upholding the ancient con-
tention that the king can do no wrong; the king
in this instance being sny Indisne court.' nal

Oyyncie Even;*g Press, January 3, 1927 Muncie Morning

Star, January 4, 1987

1 «
Muncie Evenlng Press, January 4, 1927.
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Although.tardy, here was the first clear evideénce
that Muncie was 1bokiﬁg;at Dele in a more favorable light.
Whatever else ﬁay be right or wrong with "the Middletomwn
Spirit", certainly fair play was a part of i%. The people
were beginning to wonder whether aomething should not be
done to "make it all up" %o Dale for. the suffering he had
received igvtheir‘mldst.. The events of the next few months
| strengtbénedlahy such 1atéht.idéag;  For the moment Dgle
couid only ask to,reinataté’hiafcaée.befqre'the United States
Supreme Court. o | ,.

The new. year also brought a new prosecuting attorney :
who had taken office free from taint of corruption--sbh far
as IBle was onncerned - A week a.fter he. wen’c~ into office,
the new prosecutor announced that he had 1nvestigated Dale's
recent libel case and was oonvinced that he ‘was not given
~a fahr tria1.43' A few‘days later after a heated court ses-

sion between the old and‘neW“ﬁrdsecutora, Judge Dearth de-
nied the motion for a new tr1a1.437 Again Dgle could only
appeeal. In the meanwhile he continued his attacks upon
corruption ‘and especially the circuit court. |

Events so6n came to a head ~ Tnile Dale was in

" 'Ibid., January 8, 1937; Muncie Mornin Sﬁar, January 9,
1927. B 575 Tuncle Morning ghar
43 ,

Ibid., January 13, 1937 in both papers.
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Weehington trying to get his contempt case rainstated

" before the Supreme Court, Judge Dearth ordereq.the Posgt-

Democrat taken off‘the streets of Muncievpeoauae-it contain~,

ed chargea, very common lately, that~nearth,nasﬁtiedvup
with political corrnption end lawleseness in Munoie. About
fifty of Dale's newsboys weTe taken before Dearth by city
pbltee and threatened with "juvenile detention" if they
persisted,in peddl ing the;papers,4} Iele, obviously,

eoui,d not be_‘ervr‘e,sted einoe he wee out of the oity but
Dearth‘ineiated hefwould be charged with something as soon

.a8 he returned--his Honor ednitted_helwae_not quite sure

what the charges would be. 'Then‘yithout the senction1of

~ the prosecuting attorney Desrth called the grand jury to

45
investigate Dnle and his paper. The people, however,
hed stomached enough. quore‘pf'impeachment'were'rife»
throughout the city and state. In its next issue, the

Post-Democrat carried cartoons of policemen cheeing little

newsboys while at the same time prostitution and drunken-
ness ran riot in the city.

” Muncie Evening Press, February 19, 1927 Muncie Morn-
?_g gtar, February 80, 19 1937. See also the New York Times
or

The same date.

Muncie ' Evening Press February 21 1937 Muncie Morn-
_gg Star, FeBru ary 31, 3z, 1937, ,

qut-Democret February 34 1927.
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Déle'Succeeded in ha#ing the Supreme Oourt re-
instate his case and then announced he would remain in
Ohio until the controversy was 's'etued. ' Dearth continued
to hurl defiance and threaten prosecution. Then came
word from the Indiana House of Rebrééentativéé:that 1
mould consider impeaéhmeht“pefiéns égéiﬁ§f‘Ebérth.47)ﬁéﬁs-
papers all over Indiana pressed for the impeachment.éa
But state ‘legislators were heaﬁtant to pick up & hot poll-
tical potato. Democrats considered it a Republican matter
Rephbllcans ‘would have liked to forget it. ‘

Dearth made the next mpvg by filing chéfgéa of con-
tempt against Dale for his recm publ ications. ‘mwmg |
from Greenville, Ohiov'said Dale, "I am going tbféfay‘here”
to see if they really want me in Indiana " If they want '
me, they'll come and get me if they can.® Answered Dearth,

"T don't ‘want him{that bad....He can stay thérep"4? Daie

47
Muncie Morning Star, February 33, 1937;. Muncie Even— ;

ing PTess, February 24, ~1937.
A Sannt

Bent, Silas, Ballxhoo, New York, 1987., p. 384ff. The
author tells of how the powerful I dianapolis Times,
Scripps~Howard paper, got behind Dale in the last & stages
of his'Klan: fight and was the most articulate paper in the
staZg in pressing for Dearth's 1mpeachment.

Muncie Evening Press, Febxuary a5, 1927;. Muncie Morn-
ing g%ar,” February 26, 1937..

""
\ )
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replied that he would not Teturn until given absolute
assurity that his bail would be accepted 50 Editorial
opinion in Munoie meekly suggested that everyone remain
':calm gnd cool, whined about how Muncie was being hurt

by bad publicity, concluded, however that a free press
should be maint&&nedVSl Dearth issued & bench warrant
against Dale and gent 1t to an Ohio sheriff who arrested
~the editor. He was immedlately freed on bond,.a On the
.same day the Judio&&ry_dommittee of the Indigpg House of
Representativee’accueed Deafth of "high orime gnd‘corrup-'
tion" in supressing Dale's ppper.‘ "The Mussolini of
‘Muncie', as he was now being called by legieiefors on
‘1the floor of the House and by new5papers, was 1mpeached
by a vote of 93 to 1 "Remember the Ides of March"
said Dale as he noted that Just four years ago this month
Dearth had charged him with contempt of court

20 .
Muncle Evening Press February 26, 1927. See also the
New York Times, February 26 and 37, 1927. B
— 51

Muncie Evening Prese, February 35, 36 and 38, 1927.

53
Ibid., March 1, 3 ,1937; Muncie Morning gtar, March 3

1937.” The "New York Times cerried the entire efbry in great
detg%l throughout the months of March and April, 19a7.

Post—ggmocrat, March 3, 1937.

Ibid.
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Dale remained in Ohio "eatching up on eleep" unt i1

the en? f the month when he’ returned to Muncie, and was
55

arrested but immediately released on bond Said he of

the $3 000 bail, "exorbitant, it oughtn't to be over $2.75,

56 ,
at most for thie particular charge."” The next day Dearth's

trial came to an end when he was acquited by the State ‘Senate
on all seven counts against him. On the eecond count he
1ecked conviction by only two votes. He resumed his place
on the Delawaie County bench;57 Politieally,rhowever, the
‘Jﬁdge was iuined as was evidenced in his weak showing and
~defeat in the next election. |

A short while later, Chief Justice Taft, speaking
for the Supreme Gourt announced that that court had no
-‘Jurisdiction over Dale's.case‘beoause no federal question
was. involved.salbIneieting thah he was "peither down nor
out' Dale promised to oontinue the fight. "I will not
acknonledge final defeat until I hear the referee count

ten. I will go further than that. I will have te be so .

55Muncie Evening Press, Maroch 31 1937 Munoie Eornlng
Star April 1 1927

© BByunote Evening Press s, Maroh 51 1937,

571v14., Aprii 1, 1937; Muncie Mornin at , April 2, 1927.

81bid., April 27, 1927; (in both papere) also in ‘the
New York Times for the eame date, A

)
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far out when he counts that I‘cenlt hear him pronounce
the 1ast word. ' | |

~ "The Supreme Court of the United States has
dumped Indiana's filth back on Indiana: soil where it
really belongs.“59 Rumors began to float about the city

about a gubernatorial pardon for Inle |
‘And so Dale turned once again to muckraking,
The national publiclity he had Teceived a year before was
just a memory now as was the financial aﬁd moral aid it
brought Undaunted Dale again made one of his old time
appeals to the public to enable him to carry on his fight,
"It is not ch&rity I am asking", he saild,
"It ig a request for patriotic oitizene to
help in a cause which has for 1its purpose s
- redemption of our citizenship from crooked

olitica%ocontrol and the in riguee of venal
courts,' '

143

There was only one thing left that could éawe'Dale

from serving his sentence, & pardon from the governor. In

permitting his wife to petition for a pardon IDale made it

clear that such action was not being done for the purpose

of merely ‘avoiding "% he rigors of penal gervitude" but

rather to give the governor a chance to "rxght 8 great

wrong and to serve notice on those who would throttle &

59Post-Democrat April 28, 1027,

8014, , Way 13, 1927.
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free press and imprison those who publicly denounce
crooked'offieials that Indiana wilk not permit the
conetitutional‘liberties of her people to be trifled |
with.#61 Even the new Prosechting Attorney suppo?ted

the petition for pardon.62

Public opinion in the state led especially by
the Scripps-waard Indlanapolis Times preeeed the Gov-

ernor who finally left the matter in the hands of the

board of truatees of the state penal fa.rm.63 Dale said

he would appear personally before the prison board to
present his pet:['tion.6 How" Btrong public pressure for‘
his pardon eventually became was evidenced in the fact
that he wae‘even al;qwed,to appear peraona}lyrbefore
the prison board to present his case in vipiation of
the board's rules.55 That the good people of Muncie
were now supporting Dale was shown when the previously

indifferent Press editorialized as followss

6lpost-Democrat, June 9, 1927.

2Muncie Evening Press, June 9, 1927; New Ybrk Tlmes,
June 10, 1927,

65Post-Dem0crat, June.lG, 1927.

64Mhncle Evening Press, Julf 12, 13, 1927; Muncie
Morning Star, July 14, 1937,

6-5hmnc:ie Evening Press, July 14, 1927; Muncie Morning
Star, July 15, 1927. ‘ ‘
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, “From evexy angle of’common sense, “the
‘board. ‘should grant the pardon. To cause
Dale to serve this sentence would arouse

~again in the community the old animosties
that now, happily, appear to be dying out,
and renew troubles that the public does
not wish to be renewed.v_ i

o "wlthout entering into the meritﬂ oF
L, demerits of the thee...ilt may be paid
- .confidently that the best judgement of
the community is that this whole matter
should be ended at this timm by Dale's
position toward Dearth is much improved.
If that guess is correct, it is a good
» thlng for eve:ybo&y concerned. '

“If the Board of truatees were ac-
quainted with local sentiment that fact
would ald 1t greatly in mgking its de-
cision, but it is unlikely that it is
well informed upon that subject, so it

- _may, or it mgy'not,'make‘a tmistakg\ )
today."™. L .

And so a day later the prison board made 1ts

recomneddation and the governor paroled Dale. The $500

67

fine, however, was removed. -Congratulations and

hosannahs:rplledfin; it was a red-letter day for freedom
of the press. Commented the Press; |

A great deal of water has passed over
the dam in the four years since Dale made
the charges that constituted his supposed
offense. He has pursued his enemies here
with rare venom since that distant date,
and they have been equally hot on his trail.
The revelatinns that have come out ot it all
have not buen such as to add to the glory
of the commpnity, but maybe the various ex-

o 66yuneie Evening Press, July 13,1927. The italics aré mine.

57Ib1d., July 15, 1927; Muncie Morning Star, July 26,1927.
Post-Democrat, July 22, 1927 New York“Tlmes,July 12,14,16,1927,
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posures were, after all, a cleansing process
that has been beneficial. Bolls are far from
 pleasing v1sitorg but they remove 1mpurities
from the system. 8 ‘

Concluded Imle,

"I am content in the knowledge that I have'
gained in the love and esteem (of) my immediate
neighbors and that public sentiment in every
section of Indiana @8 well as other states has69
been whole heartedky manifested in my behalf "

One minor concluding note of humor remained to: end the

In order to be paroled, Dale had to go to the State

story.
prison‘to be enrolled a prisoner. The first time lie went

he was refused admittance because he had not brought proper |

commitment papere.
"Dale turned away minus lunch“.*read the Press.70

When he returned with the prpper papers the Press announced

his intention to "storm the penal farm anew', 71

"I wonder", said Dale, "if they'll recnrd my finger-
prints and give me a free haircut. I've paid the state
enough to entitle me to a free harrcout and I certalnly need

one. n72
Thus was ended one of the most fascinating phases

68Miuncie EVening Press, July 16, 1927.

69post-Democrat, July 22, 1927,

7oMIuncie Evening Press, July 26, 1927.

Ibid., July 28, 1927, See 2lso the New York Times,
July 27, 1927. - _ ,

7?Muncie Ewening Presgs, July 30, 1927.

—
\



of a fascinating cafear, In & pericd of five years
Géorge Dale had riéénvffom obscurity to a pogition of
fame and respect in the community. From the:ashes of
the Ku Klux Klan which he hélped destrﬁy he rose to
national prominence. Yet never once did he cease to'be
the refofmer. The power of his name alone gave him more
than 50,000 votes for Governor of Indiana al the next
elecfion.73 Fron then on ope of the most remérkable
pplitical careers Muncie has ever seen began to flower,
Thus also was ended a period of political and

social unrest in Middletown which had stirred the community

to its very core. Now the "house divided against itself"
for almost a decade wanted peace. United by its dominent

‘symbol - "success" in terms of money - Middletown forgot
differences of the immediate past in the mad scramble to
cﬁt itself a piece of the cake of prosperity. Fbr a time
cleavages in the community pattern were healed - at least

on the surface. That George Dale became mgyor‘of Muncie

showed how superficial was this recovery.

L

73 “
Douglas, W. A. S., op. cit., p. 484,

e e M 5




CHAPTER VI.
CONCLUSION.

A culture truly in transition is Muncie's. For
the past twenty years it has undergone changes'which have
undermined its complacent belief thagt "things alwsgys come
out all right in the end". Never before has it been sub-

Jject to so many new pressures. Reluctance to change, in

other words, the inertia of traditional symbols such as
the "good old days","the American way", and "every poor
bqucan get to be President of A.T. and T." has been forced
to c,ope‘ with realities of the day as seen in the need for
change, new pressurés on the péiity for services, new
technical developments. And although people in Muncie
would eringe at the thought that they livéd by "theories"
and were not very practical "down-to-the-sarth" individuals,
the fact remains that much of thelir inability to cope with
these new stresses and strainé 1s a result of the widening
divergence between traditional values, the thepries by
which they live, and the way‘thay-really live,

| Insecurity is éhe word which begt describes the
reason 8 for this dilemma, Iife has ceased to be simple
in Middletown. XNo longer is the individual sure of his
Place in the community. He finds himself buffeted by
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forces bigger than himself whieh*hefle unable 0 cohtrol.
He~knowe‘there is Bomethingwwreng somewhere but he‘never
questions that the fault lies within himself or the
peOple'around him., He 1is certain thet "the system is
funadmentally rightrand‘only_the,persone wrong; the cures

must be ohangesl1n~pereona1 attltudes, not in the inst 1tu-

tions themselves."l

Events of the past two decades show what will

‘happen to a culture when ite own senge of instability

and insecurity begin to weigh too heavily qpon i, Olutah-

~ing wildly in the dark for something firm ina wcrld sud-~

ﬁ denly gone liquid Muncie eepoused the Ku Klux Klan.

: Fortunately, for those who etill see demooracy as the
best principle to guide American government that Klan

proved .as nebulous as those who sought ite eemforting
support e “ ‘ | B |

“ It would however, be extremely foolish to dis—
miss the lessons of the Klan as completely 1rrelevent to
the future of American democracy. Two facte become at
onee-evident in this'cbnnectien.’ One ie thaf'fhere must
be somethingiinhereﬁtvin the American peOple; as has been
the case.with ether peoples, that makes them peculisrly
susceptible to the type of sppeal put forth by the Kian,

lyiddletwon In Transition, p. 493.




Becondly, if they acaepted such #@ippeals and.suéh:an 2
~ organizetion at one time why would they not be willing

to espouse a similar organization under similar’condi—

tions? More recent examples of Dr. Townsend, Huéy'Lpng,v |

- and Father Gbﬁghlin are certainly evidence that the
Amer ican people are ‘no mure 1mmune-£o'the«téohn1ques of
propagenda than are the Germans or Italians.

| "It is not 1nconce1vab1e that such a
soclety of individuals who feel themselves
floundering might go over like a row of

~ cards and vent its pent-up anxiety in a

- might¥ whoop of affirmation, if the right
individual came along and gave it the right

- assurance in symbolic patriotic phrsses. -

The working class, unorganized and devoid -
of sympols of 1te own, in 1924 served as a
keyboard on which Klan organlzers played

- fortissimo on the keys of patriotism and
Teligion. 1In 1932 and ex-Klan leader started
an abortive brownshirt movement, with meetings
replete with the fascist salute and other
trimmings. If, when, and as the right strong
man emerges - if he osn emerge in a ocountry
as geographically diffuse as the United -
S8ates - one wonders if Middletown's response

- from both business class and working class
will not be positive and favorable. For
unless there is a sharp rise in working- -
class solidarity in the interim, this
Middletown working class, nurtured on busi-
ness-class symbols, and despite its rebellious
Roosevelt vote in 19368, may be expected to
follow patiently and even Optimiagioally any

" bright flag a middle-class atrpng man waves,"?

| ‘Thls‘highly oonventionalized community pattern is
80 delicstely balanced upon its inflexible institutional

2yiddletowh In Transitlon, p. 509.
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framework that if the smallest peg 1evjaried the whole
,.strucfure shudders. Reeting upon such preaamioua and
mechanical security it is little wonder that guch &
'community should harbot vast potentiala for 1$;ational
action. ‘ _ ‘
j ~George Dele was an index of that potential a
result of disalocations in the rigid patbtern which came
in the post-war period; 'If he was a ripple on the sur-
face of~that-pattein it was only bedause the surface was
troubled uhderneath. Viewed againsf the background of
Middletown%s Dale's c&rféer.dnly served to emphaéize the
' disturbances in that background plcture. Géogge'nale’

was one of the many 1nd1cations of unrest in Middletown.
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EPILOGUE

| The story of Dale's campalgn and hise term as
mayor of'Muncie_réadg‘much like a dime novel. Muncie
‘never before nor since had seen anything qqite like it.
His success at the‘ﬁoila was almost as much q surprise
to Dale ée to the rest of the community. I can only
sketch briefly some of the many incidents that wé:e
crowded into Dale's term of office énd the lagt years
of his 1ife. o

~ His campaign waé,fypiéal-of\the reformer's

cleanfup—thé-city plea. But his keen sense of political
reality and showmanship enabled him to #eep his hand on o
the pulse of the people, espeoially those "on the othér %")
side of the tracks". The night before the primary elec-
tion he said to them, "You Demoératic terriers on the
Southside, I know you and I love you all! Get your paint
on tomight and hit the war trail at daylight tomorrow
morning.

, "You stood by me last spring when my name
appeared on the ballot and when the same gang was fighting
me...;I hawe fought for you and have stbbd by you in a11»
your lebor troubles and have never.beeﬁ found skulking in

the rear when a volce was needed to champion your cause.
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‘8band by me now, as you have done before and you will
'have a real friend in the mayor's office....”

| The fight was, as usual carried on through
‘the medium of the Pogt~ Damocrat ~To this was added the

'firet intensive radio oampaign ever made by a mayoralty
candidate 1n Muncie. Fortunately, Dale wae able to
CSpeak as effectively as he wrote. o

| | When he won the Democratic nomination the locel
papera were slightly surprised. They~suggeated that they—
'only through some accident would Inle ever be electéd.

‘The accident happenedl and the Preee vas generous enought

.to ask that the peOple at least give Dmle 8 chance to make
good as mayor.2 This paper also tried to calm the more
apprehensive; '

"Those who fear that the mayor-elect is
‘a radical whose deeds and utterances might
be harmful to the community, should know
that in most cases there is a vast difference
between a candidate for an office and a holder -
of an office. The candidate is without re-
sponsibility but the one in office has many .
responsibilities. Usually these responsibili-
‘ties have a sobering influence and those
considered most erratic before election often
become most congervative and most careful
afterwards..:

1gee Middletown in Traneiw‘:ion, . 332-3- "Ordinarily the

machinery controlling MiddlLetown's office of mayor, like the
rest of its governmental machinery, operates behind the scenes,
with only a chronic rumble of minor protest in the open. But
the mechanisms of control come somewhat more into the open in
an occasional brawling civic scene when the controls have
glipped momentarily and maverick candidate rides into power.
his last had happened in the fall of 1929...."

ZMuncie Morning Star and Muncie Evening Presgs, November 6,1928..

#Muncie Evening Press, November 6, 1929.
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Keener observers, knowing George Dale as they
did, had few illusione about his ever changing into a
“oonservative" Just beoause he was in office. Remarked
the editor of the Press in his daily column, Comment

"t he wor st thing that ever heppened to o
 George Dale in his long and tempestuous
‘oareer if I may be permitted the opinion,

is that he was elected. In an office and
olothed with responsibility he will be as
much out of water as a frog in'a tree.

 "With his tempersment, he can get nowhere
in particular without fighting somebody and
now he will have to fight himself or nothing.
James Whitcomb Riley wrote fantestiocally of
"the squldgicum-squees, 'at swallers them-
selves'!, but Dale cannot do that, He probably
would fing himself as: indigestible as his™ -
enemies " _

Events of the next five years proved thie Opinion hardly

wrong. ,
‘And so with the "aommon man" behind him and with

only the meegreifoieranoe:of the "nice pGOpie? he entered
office. |

"His administration showed a Quixotic
“disregard for 'playing ball!, 'mekéng deals',
and political 'face saving'!. As an inde-
pendent, lone-dog candidate unpopular with
~ the businessmen he entered office lacking
~ the poesibility of calligg upon local men

of ability to help him."

4ggnoieAEyening Prese,.November 9, 1929.

5Midd1etownin Transition, p. 335.
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Said Mayor Dele as he sal down at his new deek

and rapped it with his gavel immediately following his |
1nauguration; "I like to do thia.. I've had a judge do
this to me frequently."s His first official act was to
'fire the police force and appoint a new one. Simultaneouely
he announced tha Muncie ‘would be "cleanedrup" 7 That Dele
 attempted to oarry out his campan@ipgomiee’throughout his
term as mayor wae a fact 80 aetoniehlng as to be incompre-
hensible to Muncie.;; -

 From the firet day he took office it was evident
ghat hia administration lay in no bed of roses. He lost
contTol of the city council from the etart and only the
pressure of 1mmediate necessities ever got the mayor and
" couneil $ogether e,gain during the next five years.

Hie first maJor éncounter was with the police

judge who had been eleoted on the seame ticket with the
new mayor. The two men 1ntenely disliked each other and
| the judge had announced publioly before the election that
he wae running only to embaxraee Dale. When gwept into
office together the feud.wae carried 1nto the administra~

tion of the city'e affairs. Th judge, rafuee to eentenoe

6Munoie Evening Press, January 86, 1830,

7Ibid., and Muncie Eonning Star, Jan 6, 7, and following
numbers. S ;
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“the many'lidourVV1o1atore brbughﬁ'in by fhe‘zealous
new police force.8 The affair dragged on for months
spotted here and there with ridiculous incidente which,
when the fight eventually ended in a draw oould have
resulted only in a serioua loss of prestige for both
men - especially Da.le.

The city was surprised at firat by tha intenslty
with which it was being "cleaned up." HDalﬁ acted a8 if
he was trying to make a Néw Atlonti§>oﬁt‘of Sodom. Muncie
was not'GO'suiéﬂit was 80 bad‘aoxndle oaidkor that 1t
wighed to be so good as he deeired. Dale began to lose
the epirit of the peOple from the first. o

Unfortunately for himself and the oity Dale wag {;;>
inadept at the gentle are of oompromiee. In his Bincere
belief that he was always right, or 1f he was not right
at least his belief in taking a stand and remaining
there, he alientaed his own gppointeen and officials from
‘the start. Trouble with his health commissioner, his
board of safety, his police, his council and almost every.
other city official at one time or other undermined his
own power and prevented him from seelnglto a successful
conolusion many of the projects which he want ed and which

would have been for the begt interests of the city.

SMigdletown in Transition p. 324; Douglas, W. A, 8,
nop._cit., p. 484°5; Muncie Evening Press and Munoie Mornzng
Star, January 29, 1930 and following numbers.
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//M7 . :  Touching one of the sorest spoﬁa in the city
~goeernment - Troad paving.éontrActe - he ‘canceled manyl‘

_ that'had been made by.the~pieviqus administratiag_aqd
 ordered new ones let. Furthermore.he seriousiy émbar;

E assed companies aelling fair apparatus by regairing them

. to quote legitimate pricee for their producte and not to
provide for the usual graft expected by most city govern-
ments. By paying off the city s bonded 1ndebtedness
before it was due he angered local banking interests 8o
that yhen he wanted to 1ssue more}bond9<he could find.no
- home market for,them...ﬁewggﬂforced to sell them person-

p | ~ &lly in Chicago. , | -

:;;D S . Little wonder then that the army‘qf gngmies he
was creating would be out to "get" him. They made his

'ipublic life as difficult as'possi‘le. Finally came the
fimst real attack. He and several of his police officersx
were 1ndiofed by & federgl grand Jury,for viqlapion of
,tha.laﬁh_émenqunt.‘ The indictment was bésad on,”thé
eloqﬁently righteous oharge'that the mayor had caused a
g&llon of whicky to bn traneported to the State Democratic

Oonvention" 2 pale swore he was. framed. Some time later

was found gggyx fined ﬁl,OOO and aentenoed to el teen

9Middletown in Transition, . 386. Both Muncile dailies
and New York Times, March 6, 1933 and following numbers in
all these papers for deatils of the tria;a, '
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months in prison.l® The case was appealed to the United
Sntes Supreme Court. . Thelleoellpapers advised‘fhat he
resign. They'had”fdrgottenfto'ﬁhom they were making such
suggest ion. | o |
Monentarily stalled in the attempt to get rid of
Dﬁle; the city counoiletried to vote his office vacant,
e‘and elect one of their own body m&?or. ‘Ddle*laughed'at ,
'them,‘remained on the job snd continued his hectic ad-"
ministration. While his caee ‘was gtill on. anpeal he was
pardoned unconditionally by President Roosevelt.tl "The
1pardon took specific notice of perjury by witnesses againet
the  mayor during the trisl. nla. | '

. Hardly was this case settled when the mayor found
himself and.eeveral ‘others of his officisl family under
new indictments for conspiring to "coerpe" olty employees:
‘in to making "voluntary contributions" for 8 "defense -
fund" to enable Dale to carry his late 1iqubr charge to
the the Supreme Court.l® Undoubtedly connected with thia
crime, if it was a crhne, Dele wae merely using a commonly

accepted form of political financing which never before nor

1OMuncie Evening Press, June 3 1932; New York Times,
June %, 1932,

11Muncie Evenlng Preee, December 14 19333 New York Times,
December 15, 1933 - R . ,

13Midd1etown In Transition, p. 326

15Ib1d., p. 337; Muncie Evening Press, January 31, 1933
and following numbers.
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since has been\questionedvinexndiaha. ,The idea behind
the "defense fund" was the same that instituted former
Governor,Paui McNutt!sQnow famous "2% Club"}whichvcollects

that amount from the salary of every state employee for

‘the party\war chest. The present oityeadmihietratibn.of

Dr. Bunch has‘itS'own‘privatevlittie "Wel€are Organization"
which is reported to be very "effective'.l4 In July, 1933
the indictments were quashed by & federal court.l5  There
was one.more.way_tof”gef“‘George Dale and that was to
prevent his reelection. Here his enemies were successful .

Even the stoﬁtest»hemrt must bow to time. George

‘pele privately admitted for the firet time in his life

that he was~"éetting,tired“, His age began to tell upon
him. His health;was broken by the terrific strain of the .

- past few yeare But once more he took up his pen and be-

’ gan hba last fight a Bhort one this time, for he was

beaten by Dr. Bunch in the primaries.j The carefully laid
out plans of his Opponents backed by the money of business
interests who wanted a return to "normalcy” plus the general
disgust of the people with the oonstant turmoil of their
politics all oontributed to his defeat Middletown repudl-‘
sted the leader she never really understood and‘who was

unable to understand her.

laMiddletown In Transition, p. 337; Muncile Evening‘Press,
Jonuary 31, 1933 and following numbers,

lslbid., Munoie Evening Press, July 24, 1933,




160

Dale lived a year or so longer. For the last
time he was the reformer, the outs%derlobking in and .
analysing’thé.evils'of the,city'a-pblitics But for the
108t part he was forgotten by the oity to which he had
glven low taxes, real parks, publio projects, efficient.
adminiatraticn, 11@313 ‘graft. But when he died in- March
1938, Muncie already had had a year of the "old guard"
in the political saddle. Enough time had elapsed for the
community to 1ook'ba6k upénfhis:aﬂministrétidn and wonder
whether it had really understood what Dele had been’
t:‘yingitb do. Middletown had approached the ideal of/
- good government" _ '
| ' Little wonder then that both the - star and Press
-carried such poeitive editorial obituariea ae these:

"George M. Dale was a zealot, and while zealots
only occasionally have their way because Zeal does
not necessarily conform to reason and to orderly

- processes, they serve a high soclal purpose. When

- .they are wrong, they emphasize the wrongness of -
their position, when they are right the cause which

~ they foster, although immediately defeated, eventu-
ally triumps ...Had Dale awaited consideréd Judge-
ment before speaking or action he might have gained
‘more for himself and the causes he espoused, he
would have saved himself much grief and others ~
both friends and foee ~ much distress, but at the
cost of the destruction of his own picturesqueness,
and, there is much reason to believe, at the
additional cost of cheating himself out of a good
deal of fun, for he Joyed in the fight for the
fight 's sake. ‘ - ~
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"His serious error in publio life and
as an editor was his inability to win othera
to his purposes by persuasion and his willing-
ness to embroil himself in a controversy when
the use of peaceful methods might have aooom-
plished more. o - s

"But the very fact that he was no "puasy~
footer" won the reluctant but generally secret
admiration of those who decried his methods:
and even denounced his motives....If you are
an average citizen, you ppobably opposed ‘many:
~ of the things for which Geor%e Dele stood, and

~ because he had the special faculty of exciting
prejudices against himself and his works by
his utter lack of diplomacy, you may have de-
clared in your exasperation at times, that he
was never right about anything.. And’ there you
would have been ®rong, for he was right about .
‘many: things. As we look back cooly upon his
administration as mayor of Muncie since he
left that office, we aré able to say among -
other fThvorable things that it was devoid of
extravagance at a time when extravagance wag
common among public officers; that the city's
affairs generally were cared for with effici-
ency....And whether you were a partisan of
George Dale or an enemy, you give him credit.

" today, at & time when i% will do him no good
whatever, for courage - a courage that was
Teckless’ at times, but nevertheless, courage

- in a day when too many men and women are prone-

~to say,“'On the one ‘hand, but, again, on the
other!. ‘

‘" he newspapers of the country owe some-
thing to George Dele for his taking up the
cudgel in behalf of the well-established
principals, then under attack, the truth is

a sufficient defense when 1ibe1 is alleged.
He helped to make newspaper history by his
firm demand that this prinoiple continue to

be recognized.

"It was unfortunate for George Dale that
he was unable to separate persons from causes.
It was a weakness of character that probably
brought him more distress than thoee he attacked



183

- for, although he professed imperviousness
to assaults upon himself which his attitude
naturally provoked, actually he was sensi-
tive to criticism, as aBe so many who profess
that their spear knows no brother. fis sup-
posed callousness was a mere shell."l6 =

"Whatever you may have thought of George
Dale, some color has been taken out of his -
community by his passing; some spice is gone
from the confeotfgn of many ingredients we
call "society"." ; i e
", ..no Mayor of Muncie ever put the vivid
color into public affairs as George Dale did."18

‘"For Dele it will be the end; but for his
- work, into which he breathed much of his stormy
manysided personality, it will be only another
event in the annals of time....He became a nat-
ional figure in the eyes of all who stood for -
tolerance toward all personals, regardless of -
race, of color, of religion....He was a master
of satire and of irony and, armed with these -
two weapons, he ridiculed and belabored those
against whom he was opposed....He had the cour-
age of his convictions and he fought for a -
cause he believed was right regardless of whose
toes he stepped on, to the distress of himself
~end his family....It was 'thirty! for George
Dale and there will never be another who can _
-take the place that he filled in this world."1®

But no one could ever know what went on in Iele's mind better

than himself. Last year'the‘foliowing;letter ﬁritten;by Dale

was found by a friend and published in the Munoie Btar because

18yuncie Evening/Press, March 27, 1938.
171pid., March 28, 1936. '

181p1d., March 30, 1936.

1°ghhéle Morning Star, March 28, 1936
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it Beeméd tO‘exﬁresé Dale to the environment in which
he lived much better than he had been able to during
his‘l;fetime.~ Many who had never quite fathomed him

léou&d now feel that ‘they had missed & dash of sparkle

“in Middletown, o '

"E‘..Q.v:

I wag & hell of a good mayor, I flushed
thelr sewers, gathered thelr dead dogs and
catg, collected their %arbage ‘and ashes
put their bootleggers and let the
bankers and chamber of commerce run 1oose.

But honestly I would rather be mayor of
Lincoln (Ind.) or Grassy Point (N.Y.) than
mayor of Muncle. The sewers in those places
are less complicated, there is no city plann-
ing fommission to worry the mayor about filling
station sites and there's a stove to splt at
in the wintertime. The simplef life isn't
80 simple after all. :

I hanker for the homely virtues of a
Lincoln or a Grassy Point, where sooiety ad~-
justs itself admirably without even & constable
for a referee and ¥hose humble environments
1ncu%axe great newspapermen and great atates-
men.

George‘R. Dele,30

Muncie Morning Star, Uotober 17, 1937.



