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INTROLUCT ION,

This is & case study in politiosl conflict. It

is a story that desls with some of the institutional

 ¢leavages to mhich post war American society has been

subjected. The setting is Miadletown; the hero, a

- political "reformer". The plot deals with the rise and

fell of the Ku Klax Klan in.Middlétown. The nexus be-

tween plot and setting is a phase in the career of the

" hero. "To some Americans this man, George R. Tele, was

the best-known citizen of Middletown. When he died at
the ﬁge of sixty-seven in March, 1936, the Asaociated
Press obituary commanded}Qpacé of haif aicolumn or hore
in the press of New York, Chiocago, and other cities.
Dele was a ‘white-haired little man with the seat worn

out of his pants'.who for twenty years had edited a

looal Democratic weekly. Always fearless, he rose to

-national-prominencé<when, almpst-single-handed,ﬂhe

- fought the Ku Klux Klan which ruled the state and city

in the m1d-1920's. "1

1i,ynd, Robert 5. and Helen Merrell, Middletown in
Transition: A Study in Cultural Conflicts, New York,
19%7, p. 823. For %Ee‘oEIiuarIes"eee the New York Times,
Merch 28, 1936, p. 15; slso the New York Hereld Tribune,
March 28, 1936, p. 10. The quotation about the "white-

‘haired 1ittle maen...." comes from Douglas, W. A. S.,

"Thz.?.ua}'ox of Middletown", American Mergury, August, 1930,
P 6. 2 ,
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| Middletown, now famous laboratory of the Ljnds //«B |
who gave ite name to their two sociological studies, is g
- in reality Muncie; Indiana. The first of these studies,

Middletown: A Study in Contemporary American Culture,3
ig a landmark in Amefiqan«inatitutionai history nof only
because it is the first exploration into "the social
antthpOIOgy5of contemporary life'", bux bécausé.1t put.
the @eigh% of authoritative researchubehind'the keen

~ analysis and cynicism-of Sinclair Lewis“uaih Street and

Babbitt. America saw the ﬁhola:panorama\of its very
existence laid bare befor it. _

Contrary to popular belief, Middletown 1s not
" a "typical" community. Uninformed oitizens of Muncie
1ike to think that their's has been chosen the "ideal® | Q;D
Americen city. Never have the Lynds made such claims.
Their aim has been not %o prove an elaborafe thesis but
rather "to record observed'phenomena,.thereby raiéing
questions and'suggeséing poss1b1e fresh points of depar-
ture in the study §f group behavior“.3 In searching for
a representative American community they struck upon

Muncie because it seemed more nearly than any other city

; ;BNevaork, 1829.
3Midgletown, p. 3.
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to fit the objective standards of selection which has
been determined beforehand, Olimate, Tate of growth,
diversified industrial aotivities, oultursl advemtages,
po_pulation, and geography were a few of the characteris-
tipsvoonsidered. '

| - In order to insure a complete overall picture

it was necessary to choose a city which iduldwlend~it—_

Gelf best to the technique of field Teseerch. With the

obvious mechanical limitations in mind it was declded
that & oity of betmeen 35,000 and 50,000 inhabitents
would be the most easily studied. "A city of this size,
it wgs felt, would be‘iargeﬂenoughvto have put on long
tfousers and td takevitaelf seriously, and'yet¢small\\

enough to be studied.‘from'many aspects as a unit‘.,,'?,';‘ »

Furthermore, in a city of,whbse total‘poﬁulgti¢n Negroes

and foreign-born form only an infinitesimal part impor-

tant problems of racial dynamics do not impinge upon

those purely cultural. This consideration might in.

itself be enough to disprove any of Middletown!p claims
to being "typical". Racial conflicts certeinly are im-
portant in much of present dey American industrialized

soclety.
Stressing "its charaoteristic rather than its

d1pid., p. 8.



exceptional featuree“, the final seleotion was oriented

towafd‘nuncie*becauee it had no special "sociel problems"

overshadowing the entire life of the community. A decade
later Muncie could no longer meet the same Belective ;
requirements 5 | o

My own reasons for ohooeing this subject about
which to write a thesis are obvious. - Muncie has been
my home for almost as manyfyears as 1 can remember and
although I was very young &t the time I still have vivid
recollections of the great turmoil caused by many of the
events described below., Eepecially;do I remember the
Ku Klux Klan and Geoge Dale as“Meyer of~ﬁuncie., It was
only natural then, with a few years of maturing on the
college level plue a goodly exposure to probleme of
government that ny 1nterests should be direoted back to

the community of which I am a part. 4
With literally oceans of untouched material at

my fingertips and,my»intereste'crystalized by the work
of the Lynds I set out to-explore'the politics of Muncie,
Inveriably my attention was drawn to George R. Dale ces
of all people! The man who without much reflectlon I had
looked upon, along with the rest of Middletown, as a sort
 of circus freak. It was a standing joke in my family to

Byidgretown in Transition, p. 316.
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call my young sister, "George Dale", when, in childish
stubborness she was disobediént.\.Suoh,an attitude
superficially echoed Muncie's opinion of pale, the in-
corrigible, the man who would_not‘conform; |
. But curiosity turned'to’inqairy,;inquiry to

dovnrightﬁihterést; As a resu1t 1 have been stﬁdying
this man's political‘ca;ngr‘fqr over & year, In this .
thesis I have attempted to foous sh@rply upon what seems
t0 me to be an important, if not the important phase of
Laleis"political‘life in connegtion'with ﬁunciels _

- The difficulties of such an undertaking are
obvious. .F;rst;,there has been the problem of selecting
material. Secondiy, it is hardly an easy task to 1sélate

a éhort period in the history of a community or a person

"and present an intelligible picture to the uninformed

reader; Finally, the need for objectivity in a study of
this kind does not have to be stressed. .My omn péculiar
relation %o the topic might go to_prdve»Pfofeésor.Lynd!s
statement the "the soclal scientist &s an impersonal

worker selecing .problems and analyzing them with blood-

 1less concern only for science exists no more than does

the ‘economic man'. Bubjective.faotors inevitably

intrude. ... "6

61bid, p. x.



Just a word on the documentation. Most of the | '/f\)
matelial 1ncorporated into this thesis has been taken e
from Muncie neWSpapers. Dale's attitude towerd the
- community has been easily traceable through his own
»editorial’colﬁmns; For a ocomplete picture of Muncle's
attitude toward Dele the task has not been so simple.

The two daily papers, the Muncie Morning Star, and ‘the"

Munocie Evening Press, are both Republioan . That they

oan not be said to represent adequately local public |
opinion is shown by the Lynds.” In an’ economy that dedi-
cates itself to Mhmmon; "Middletown's press, like its
pulﬁit ‘has largely surrendéfed iﬁs traditional role of
leader both have bartered their peculiar rights to pro-
claim eharply dissident truths for the right to be well | Q.J
supported by the reigning~economy;1 And as a'result,‘inl
the central areas of buainéas, netional polities, and
civic pride they tend to reflect the point of view con-
venient to the puipoees of-this“domingnt‘core of business
interests...."® Such §n ana1ys1s, however, coﬁld'neVer
be applied to Dale. The fact‘that'mdnéy meantvvery 1little
to him 1nsured two things, one, that he could never ‘acdept

the dominant gymbole of the: community and secondly, by
7:b1d., Chap. X, p. 373%f. |

81bid., p. 38l.



) freelng himself from them he was able to write in any
manner and about anything he pleased. 'He never bartered
his birthright to the truth for a pot of the economic
porridge. ' ,.

Relatively speaking, the evening paper has
- glways exerciéed the greatest amount of editorial inde-
"pendence.g For this reason I have relied upon its
editorials almost entirely to give the background picture
of what Muncie thought of Dale. I do not pretend that
the pilcture 1s accurate in detail but I do say that 1t
approaches 2s nearly as is possible with the tools of

research the general outlines of & nebulous public opinion.
(

!
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Ibid., p. 374.




