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CHAPTER 111
GEORGE R. DALE: Edltor.,..

Tt would be difficult to present a highly

documented picture of Mnncie‘during"the two or three

years of complete Klan control. The two daily papers
were Jndiciou31y.;ilen£;1n their editorial columns -

ahoﬁt Klan activitiea.' After all, in this commercial
world a'newspaper hgs fo eﬁist¥énd to:doeé so by psid

advertising. It would have been'econbﬂic folly to

' Jeopardize the papers' incomes merely because ofwgéitor-

"ial'poliqy, If the:paperaﬁfought the Klan they would be

exposed to the wrath of an Invisibie‘Empire that‘could
miraculously stop advertlzing intlmidation. n the other
hand, there were the Jenish merchants and small Cargollc mi -
nority and others who might rafuae to advertise if the papers

became too obviously pro-Klan. The result was no editorial

'policy of any kind with respect to the Klan..‘This‘waa roughly

the situatibn:that prevailed over the entire state of Indiana.
There was, however, one exception to this rule —-end
a glaring one. That was a four-page weekly newspaper Qalled'
The Muncie Post Democrat,ledited by an insignificant little
man well paat his-prime who at first'glance seemed to‘dispel
any doubts as to the certainty of Darwin 8 theogxﬁof evolution.

1The name was later changed to the Post - Democrat.‘



With qplck wit and 8 sharper tongue, George R.
Dale became the terror of the Klan. An iconoclast, a

.~crusader.'1t.was~hg;who mede the first visible inroads

into«xlan dominance‘inilndiﬁnas It was he who gave hearti
and in fact ahamed the great metrOpolitan newspsapers into

following suit in attacking*the movement he 20 bitterxy

disliked.2

_ There is no specific explanation tor'Gaorge Dale's
ihtense and bitter hatred of the Klan other than in his dis-
1ike fo: hypocracy and sham he would have attacked any
‘pe:son or‘drganization which he felt embodied these ele~
\mgnts,- He would have been the first to attack any organi-

- zation smacking of fascism. He might have been a:counter—

part of Sinclair Lewis' ‘Doremus Jessupe
Loved by scme, hated by more, but respected by all

for his_abilities,'he left an important mark upon~Mnncie

and wrbte a fascinating page in the'histonygbf Americgn'

journalism. A master of invective and dlatribe he proved

once again the poligical power'of'the pen. And if his

- personal weaknesses pfevént the honest observer from dub-

bing him a *great®™ msn in character, at least the prin-

ciples for which he stood have been those of great men.

2See Douglas, WehAaSe, 0P cite, Pe 484. For a brief
resume of Dale's fight wi e Klan see Seldes, Ge,
Freedom of the Press, Indianapolis. 1935, p., 335ff, He
says that Pamong the outstanding examples of achievements
of the American free press as listed by Col., McCormick :
of the Chicago Tribune are the destruction of the K.K.X.
and the case of George R. Dale, Muncie, Ind., publlsher,

sentenced for contempt of court',
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affairs...mey be ascribed almost wholly to his lack of

57

v Khowngas a ®character®, a fighter, a person who
couid be‘counted.on.to.be "agin'»it“ when some contro-
versial issue was facing the city, he remained an out-

sider all his life. 'Héfwas‘a'non-conformist who never -

- "belonged® with the "nice peéple” of‘Middletowﬁ.‘ He

lived by a set.’of values completely foreign to theirs.

What an exasperated community thought of'him during the

middle of‘his'term~és mayor of Muncie Waé well sumied up

in the opinion of the editor of the Press: ®His nearly
complete failure in administration of the city's
Judgement and to a misconception of;his~Oanability.“3‘

This attitude "represents the judgement of a culture

-living by compromiséwand indirectidn-regardi@g the

frank, often mixtaken efforts of a lifélong>cruéader
forced by temperament and circumstances to 'go it
alone.* }The lifeﬂofAGeorgé’bale»provideB an intereStL
ing .commentary on the culture in whidh-he liveds it
could not use him and he could not use it."4

Born in lMonticello,® Indiana, in 1869, Dale lived

there just long enough to receive his formal education

‘3mnncie Evening Pfess. Feb. 1.-19$3.‘

“uiddletown In Transition, p. 324 n.

Sthe following biographical material comes almost
entirely verbatim from Mrs. Dale. Some may be found in
Roll, C.¢ Indiana, Chicago, 19313 vol.5, p.191. Most
of his obituaries mentioned before carry some informa-
fion of this sort. See also my article "Middletown's

Maverick Mayor", in the Harvard Guardian, vol. II, no.

23 pe 31l




in Phé publié~schoois. Hia_father, a»Civil War fet» ‘ '{”“)
_eran,. practised.law and had a reputation for being a | .
_gréat‘fighter and political reformer, This is the
only possible environmental explanation for Dale's own
missionary zeal. The fact that his father'Wasiaimost
.beaten to deatil before his eyes by thugs after winning
a case left an indelible impression upon young Dale's
mind.  For the first time he saw how much the truth
- could hurt, -Whether this incident had much to do with
formulating his own crusading character 'is highly doubt-
~ful, As hig wife said{ many years later, when hsked
~to what she attributed her late husband's. disrégard
for the accepted,vélues of the community in favor'of‘the
reformer's mantel; "There is no explanation. Every once 1Q.J
in a while there § one of them born." ‘ " ' |

At the death~offhienparents,“bale.went to Hartford
City, Indiana, and-workedeinﬁa factory Jjust long énough
to decide hé would never be a;mgnual‘laborer. He was
21 when. with a friend he~startéd\hisrfirst'neWspaper
in Hartford City.’ From that time his career was‘Jburna-

lism, He edited, . at various times, several newspapera

in and around Hartford City. One- thing common to all
his publications was “that they were factious,'always
dedlcated to “cleaning up dirty politica" in one place or

other. In time his unique Journalistic atyla evolved;

/
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biting yet humorous, tactless  but elweys‘truthfnlfe
Satirical and hlunt on the one hand, he was,equelly a
master of innuendo on‘the other, ‘Ridicule‘teMbered'
W1th w1t, audaclty tempered with more audacity made hls
name a fearful thing to those he opposed. ' | :

When Hartford City was incorporated Dale serVed as

its first c1ty clerk. It was the only political offlce

~ he held until he became mayor of Muncie. Politics'wes:

his avocation. Often he remarked that he was mich more
1nterested in making or: breaking someone else political-
ly with his pen than in holdiné office hlmself. h }
Most of his early edltorial battles were waged
around the issue of prohlbition. At a time when many

countles in Indiana were instltuting local optlon the

county in which Dale published his papera was wr1ng1n5 |

wet, One of his papers, the‘Hartford‘City_Journal, was

financed by a group of looal "drys", repreeentiog'both

polltical parties, who asked Dale to 'olean up" the clty‘

with it. He refused the help of the_“ﬂanotimonious old
hypocrltee“ in the Anti-Saloon League and did the clean-
ing Job 80 well that he was once ‘heard to remark while
passing through Hertford City years 1ater, "Indn't I flx

this town,? 1It's sure a dead hole~ now.

In fact he "flxed” his home town so well that there

was not much left agalnst which he could crusade, Then



too, economic pressure caused by a growing family"in»
duced him to move to Muncie, a much larger ciﬁy, where
he had been offered a third interest in a new politi-
cal}paper épdnsored by Dr. Bﬁnch. then mayor. But
with Buach's fall from grace there was little more in=
centive to éontinuegwith the paper and Dale sold his
intereét.‘ In 192; he decided to start his own paper
again. o y |
_ Ipfing_the firet year of its publication, the
Mhncie;Pbst-Democrat}cried out against pubiic utilities

privatély owned, vice, and the Republicen party but
darried very little Xu Klﬁx Klan informatioh with the
’exceptidn of a few scattered remarks aboutﬂanonymous¥'>
letters andvﬁhreats that suggested Klan tactica. Dale's
remarks'were so abusive and outspoken ﬁhat'féwfpeople"
in Mhnéie did more than shake their heads when the fol-
| lowing editorial éppéared bn the front page of his
Papei. vlt carried a challenge aﬁd a deplarat;on.of‘faithz'

. "Last Friday night a band of armed thugs, with
their faces completely obscured by black masks,
Jumped from an automobile.... and mirderously
assaulted the editor of the Post-Democrat and his
eighteen year old son, . ' R

- Another automobile accompanied the death car,
but the skunks occupying that car did not get out,
Guns were stuck in the i aces of the editor and his
son and they were ordered to throw up their hands,
The former grasped the gun and succeeded in dis-
charging it at the thug who held him up, possibly

wounding him,
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"Just as the shot was“fired; one of the gang?

 sters struck the publisher a severe blow with a
- blackjack and at the same time one of the scoun-
-drels beat the boy over the head with the butt

of & remolver, after the boy had shown resistance.
The gangsters then jumped into their car and
drove away, accompanied by the other car.

- Before leaving, however, the assassin who had
beaten the defenseless youth, took deliberate aim
at him and shot, the bullet going wild, however,

. The attackjWas\cowardLYa:and.waS-evidently the

‘work of men who would fear to show their ugly

faces in open comoat. It was very evidently the
work of men who fear the Post-~-Democrat, and who
took that method of attempting to instill fear into
the heart of the publisher.se., = - .~ . |
The Post-Democrat wishes to serve notice, here
and now, to those who hope to intimidate us into
servile fear of reprisals, that they have picked
the wrong bird, The rule of the blackjack, the
automatic, the black mask and the dark lantern,
never works. . P
It might be possible for these dastardly cowards,

‘who did not hesitate tobeat up a boy because of

their hatred and fear of his father, to inflict

‘some serious injury on their victim, or even murder

him but sure and sudden punishment awaits the per-
petrators, - ’ , .

This is‘'a civilized community, populated by
people who believe in law and order and who abhor
crookedness either in business or politicse,..
Muncie is not going to submit to the rule of such
a small majority. If bands of gangsters are @

~allowed to go unpunished, then law and order cesses

and -every man should carry a-gun to protect his
~ The Muncie Press was the only one of the two
dailies here to find fault, editorially, with the
Vicious assault of the masked assassins. It very
trutafully said that the men should be apprehended

and given the maximum punishment provided for by

~law. It might have gone farther and sasid that the

cowards who hid in their obscure offices and in-
spired the attack, should also be dealt with as
severely as the men who wore the masks, = . }

The Star did not consider it worth while to.
make editorial comment on an act which was meant to
strike at the very heart of the freedom of the press.



The Star evidently fears to antagonize the thugs,
Poseibly the editor would be afraid to go home in
the dark if it said naughty things about the rude
thugs who wore‘terrifying'masks and carried pop
guns., : S ' :
There are some who seem to think that the
attack was madevuy“common,‘ordinary‘gangste;s,
working under orders issued by some common under-
world boss, ‘Weiare-inclinéd;to believe that there
will be some surprises when the real ficts are
known and when the dirty skunks are compelled to
stand before the bar of justice with the masks
strippedffromﬁtheir»engaging*maps.‘ ﬁ L
The Post-Democrat does not intend to be

throttled by fear of personal violence., It will
continue to tell the truth about the activities of
crooked politicians and their lawless understrap-
pers, in spite of the terrorist program which seems
to have been inaugurated in Mincie. o

~ Citizens who believe in law and order, and who
do not want to see the city turned over to scoun=-
drelly Apaches with nasks over their faces and mur-
der in their hearts, should stand behind the Posgt- -
Democrat in its efforts to promote decent govern-

ment and to expose crooked politics,"”
Sparing ﬁo‘namés. Dale“had been laying bare the state
of Muncie'svpoli%ics and froﬁ‘the'qbbfe’éditor;ai it is
| clear that he lodked~up§n the.aftahk'a§ a résultof_per-
sonal énimosity.dn‘the*partybf:pgrsons §eihadeipéééd;1
The-Klan:was scafbeiy meh£ibnéd."Had Dqle“ﬁhézéliéhtést
notion that the Klan was Qanedtgd'wifh thia'attack he
- would hafe ceftéinly refe&red_to it'in'hia neit editorial,
He was later conﬁinced thatfthé'attackeg’Whom he "possibly"
wdunded‘digd the nekﬁ,dqy. | . -
. To show ho&v little he was frightened, Dale published

a scathing editorial the next_Weekfabout ”A'Villainous

{

6 o .
Muncie Post-Democrat, March 31, 1922,
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Political Gang" in which he continued his serious -

-:charges,againSt Mnncie's:poliéical mogusl and their un-

holy practices. Said he,

"We have the evidence that this attack was in-
spired by an article published in the Pogt~Demo-

- erat the week before which exposed the infamous
deal whereby certain democrats and- republicans in
Muncie, threatened with prosecution in the federal
court, had been assured by corrupt republican poli-
‘ticiens that  'everything would be Jake'! with the -
criminals if they would organize the secure votes
for Senator New- and the local candidates on the
Billy Williams (Republican) slate.... The Post~

. Demoerat put in print what was in' the minds of many,
namely, that there was ample ground for the sus-
picion ‘that votes were to be traded for immunity
and almost ipmediately after that the armed and

- mgsked thugs attempted to murder the publisher and
his son.... When a desperate bend of bi-partisan
politicians, fearing that justice will overtake
them, boldly attempt to murder a man who has the
‘courage to maske a battle in the interesis of the -
citizens of Delaware county, it is high time for

“everybody to wake up."
‘ For the naﬁtﬁf@wvmonthé Dale'settléd'backfinfo his
ususd-role of "hell raiser® and levelled a steady barrage
at his pet peeves of the momenf; the “bi-partisan® machine

v .
which he insisted had complete control over Muncie and

,the vice conditions’ﬂhich~that machine was‘allowing to‘/

run rempant. Soon he found a'reélﬁsubject for attack in

the Ku Riux‘Klan.

ntil this time the name of the Klan meant very little
to most Mnncié citizens. vThe:daiiy ﬁaﬁefa haducarried a

few scattered storieSf&Bout the activities of a nooded

v L
Ibid., April 7, 1922,




organization but most of theee reports came from the
South and Southwest ang few people gave more than &
| passing_thought to the pOBBlbility~that this organiza-‘.
tion might come to Mnncie. Dale's was the first news-
*paper in the city to even discues the new organization,
yet there was nothing in his earliest commente to sug-'
gest that in a very short time he would engage in mortal
combat with the white sheets. In fact he. even seemed to
look with favor upon the new ”patriotic" organlzation.
Here was &a. ‘group of vigllantes standing for "law and
order" and were not theae the same things for which he
stood ! But this favorable att1tude lasted only a ahort
time. It soon turned to one of jestlng about big men in
maske. The Jeate became vicious sarcasm and bitter ver-
bal lashirz. Dale waeefightxng the Klan,-

When the little:publisher wroteetherfollowing~edi-
- torial-story he had not yet seen the implications of his

suggestion:

*"Last Sunday night twelve robed snd ehrouded
knights of the Ku Xlum Klan, marched into the
Methodist Church at Eaton, (a small town in the same
county as Muncie) while services were in progress
and took charge of the service. They left, after
presenting the minister an envelope containina thlr-
ty-five dollars, .

A note accompanied the gift. on Xu Klux station-
-erys indicsting the Klansmen belonged to & Muncie
organization. Very few people outside of those who
belong, were aware of the fact that the Ku Klux have
an organization here, but it is known that the order
"is strong here and that: there are probably six hun-

dred members in Muncie,



/M\ : The Knights declare in their letter....that.
R they stand for law and order and for fair play.
lenty of room for an organi=-
‘ to work in Delaware Count
e Post=lemocrat would suggest thal the

doubty klansmen don their pillow case helmets .
and white robes and call upon a few of the poli-
tical double crossers who are now at work trying
to put across a slate of candidates whose elec~
tion will make law and order & joke in Delaware
County. * - R

They might also make a tour of inspection out
at the county infirmary and get at the truth of
some things which the recent grand jury gseemed to
have overlooked. , '

. They might investigate why vicious criminals. .
are sllowed to go practically scot free after the
commission of abominable crimes and why brutal
murders and attempted murders have not even been
investigated by the officers whose gworn duty it
is to uphold lsw and order in Delaware County .«

"It is the failure of sworn officers of the law
to met in behalf of the public welfare thal en-
gourages e forma 2 -the Kkl '

organizations "o

There is certainl

/f‘-) In this last senfénée Dgle_sumﬁed ﬁp oné pf’the‘still
mast.pdwerful:ihékntives to thé‘féécisﬁ solution. 'Still
uhdwarevdf'ﬁhe'heights to which klah pOWei wdﬁld soar

 gbout him,uhe“could well afford to be‘Mild.in his opin-
ionatdma.rd.-it.w Hﬁd:the Klan stayed out of\pplitics.
George Dale might névér have fought it; ; SO

Muncie began reading in its daily pepers moré_aboﬁt
Klan activity invother parts of the country dgfing the
first part of the summer of 1922, George Inle begen to
tell sbout Klen activity ih Muncie. Now openly qu.estic‘m-

ing the motives of the secret organization hé was issuing

a .
Ibid., April 28, 1922, The italics are mine.
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' Mild'warnings'to_ﬂlan membera~to_éxamine the orders of

fheir leaders. ' ®If the Kluckers,eXchtanprqy to take

them seriously, they had better wake up and find out

whether those who éreVdiiecting;the movements of the or-

ganization are in it,for‘ﬁatriotism orlfor'politics and

9
revenge.”

r
N :

In the aéme issue of the PoéteDem0crat\there was a

news story acéuxing the Klan of slipping in Bnefbf their

membersvon a jury trying another Klansman. The prosécu-

ting attorney was & well known Klansman by this time.

Said Dale of this situationj

"Strange things are happening in Muncie these
days, Hundred of citizens here, mapny of them being
men of high character, are joining the Ku Klux
Klen, but we question very much whether or not a
very large percentage of these are really aware of

the things pulled off by an inner cirecle of Kluck- _

ers, who, most’ likely, refrain from ijforming the

“rank and filee....of their maneuvers.... The courts

are the final resort of citizens geeking fair play.
If unscrupulous meémbers of the Ku Klux Klan mske .
any further attempts to put over funny business in

- the court room there is bound to be & reaction.

The attempt on the part of the highest officers of
the local Klan to cause the removal of officers who
have been especially active sgainst law breakers,
ought to make the honest members of the Klan sit up
and wonder why an order which claims to s tand for
law and order should attempt to destroy officials
who stand for lew and order, at the pommand of men

~who were elected to office by the solid vote of

the law breaking element of Muncie,"l0

9

10

Ibid., June 9, 1922,
Ibide |
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Joked Dale on his editorial page;

B "The Xit Klux does not initiate, it 'naturallzes'
If only those who belong are naturalized, what is
the status of those who do not wear a Mbther Goose

cap and parade in a nlghty?" 11
By JUne 1922 Muncie wae completely covered by the Klan
tidal wave, The Klan became bolder in ite claim of poli-

‘tical control in the city. Its rapid growth could be ‘mea-

eured vieibly in almoet regular Saturday night parades

 where the numbers of ten dollar bills that had been pried

from their owners during the past week'was attested to by
the lncreaeing length of the paradee. Woe ‘to the Negro
who might be caught on the streets during theee paradee,
woe to anyone who failed to salute the flag as it paesed -

being used as a saddle blanket over a worn—out plow horse.

The Klan became arrogant. It'%ok over the publlc parks

for its ”naturalization“ rites and kept out all but its
Its control over the police was a fait accompli.

members.,

- Muntde ehrugged its shouldere; Dale became vlolent in his

attacks. |
"One hears it every day on the street that the Ku

'KluX'Klan here is made up of 'our very best citizens,®

This is repeated 80 often that those who hear it are will-

1ng and reaiy to say the same thing, parrot like, Whenever

it occurs to them to do s0.... Under the guise of belng

4.



strong for law and order, unserupuioue members are grind- /~\)
ing axes for a rotten, cerrupt._bi-ﬁartisan gang who o
hobewto ebtain political supremacy here and’keep~them— -
selvee out of federal prison by- threatening free born
white people with the'wrath of the Klan. wi®

Conv1nced now that ‘the Klan had been reeponslble for
the attack upon his 1ife Dale roareds ®*The thlng that
looms big is the fact th~t if the Klanxwante to murder a
chtizen end does murder him, it ought to feel fairly

safe. with the prosecuting attorney and other public Offl-

cers belonging to the order....‘ It mqy be possible that

ny reason of nuﬂbers the Klanemen may be 1ed into assault-

ing or probably murdering some fearless individual who

does not believe in ghosts, but in the end law and order - ‘L_)
will prevail, even if rivers of blood £low down the | |
streets of Muncie, in the accomplishment of that purpbse,” 13
| '« It seemed as if David ‘had picked an invnlnerable
Goliath. To meny of the disintereated people of Muncie

this fight 1ooked a 11ttle eilly. if not sad --one inelg-
nlficent old man fighting a pewerful and wealthy organiza-
tion like the Klen. Lifelwas tonbeceme\rgther difficult

for the little editor during the next few years but he was

12 |
‘Ibido'; June 16. 1922’

13
Ibid.’
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also to have his day -- even if'it‘Waslé short one.

He continued his bitter anti~Klan editorisls. mn.

gered at the factktpat thekklan.éohtrolled“thé policel

 he exclaimed; "The impudence of the assumptidn on the

part’of the Klen that‘it is:the prdained:kéepaf-of_the
bonductiénd the'moralé of all Who’refuaé;tog&ear a masked
peaked cap and;night gown, is galling touthbsé,who know
somethiﬁg of the peiféonnel_c’;f.‘thé ‘Kla.ﬁ.'?l,4 In his edi-
torials he tried all the tricks of his facile pen to
diséredit the Klan._ Heridicul¢d --his most potent
methpd 6f.attack -~‘fhe foolish mmme ry and_régaléﬁ'of
theJorganizatibn; he 1gughéd at Klan anti684,he sore at
khewﬁlén. And the Klan swore atfhim but could do very
little about it. At ﬁimes he stoppéd‘to;real1ﬁyellowu

journalism as in theufollow;ng example but he put over

his point in the processty

“The Ku Klux had better order out their nighties
and send another mob around after the editor of the
Post-Democrat, for we are now preparing the data’
for an interesting short story entitled, 'Law, Or-
der, Morality and Americanism as exemplified by
.Blodd Puddin? Hank, the Ho Vamp of the Ku Klux,t!
The hero of this exciting tale is one of the
‘most prominent members of the Ku Klux Klan. Read-~"
ing from the card signed by every applicant to the
order we find that the Klucker mst stand, smong
other things, for 'Protection of Cur Pure Woman.
hood,! ~ ‘ L o \ '
- This dirty scoundrel of the peaked hat and 1ily
~ white gown, seduced the wife of & brother Klucker

14 . ,
Ibid., June 23, 1922,
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and broke up his home, thus demonstrating to his
brethren that it may be wrong to debauch the wife,
or sister of one who does not belong, but that a
‘member may-go as far as he likes within the sain-

" ted precincts of Kluckerdom. S

- The libertine who debauched the wife of another
Klansman is still a member in good standing, 4 th
the accent on the standing.  He is one of the
elect who has enlisted with the rest of the sancti-
fied and glorified brethren who have set out %o
readjust the morals and behavior of the citizenship

of Muncies 1 .

. We will give the Ku Klux exactly five days to

~tar'and feather, expel and publicly expose this

rotten libertine, who poses as a '‘protector of fine

womanhood*' and expenent of lew and order."l5

Every week Dale came out with mofe'Klan}stbries,\ He
reported every Klan move dﬁring the previous week and al-
ways capitalized upon thé‘élightest misstep of & known
member . Especially sarcastic about the aecrecj:qf the
organization he never lost a chance to strike at it;
*Doesn't it seem strange”, he asked, "that the onlyvfeal
one hundred per cent'Americahs in.unncie, who belong to
an .organization that would cogmit no crime greater than
slitting & throat or burning a barn, should be so terri-
bly-éshamed to be recognized as a member?

. *It is said that there are two thousand members inm

Muncie but every man Whofbe;onga_denies.it.' Appérently

‘Ibid., June 30, 1922, See Middletowm, p. 122n.,
for & situation which suggests that the above editorial
might have been more significant than mere Rdirt" in
showing what the Klan was doing to upset the institution

of the family in Muncies '



"the cholera.

‘himself.

71

the prime requisite of klanemanship ig to be a damned
liar, to quote the words of our eoteemed diﬁtrict attor-

916
ney. _ Furthermore Iale constantly admoniehed the Demo-

\vcratic party to steer clear of the Klan Which he looked ‘

upon as a Republican organization. He warned that *Inas-

,‘much as the machinery of, the local Kh Klux Klan is 1n the
hands of the high pireste of the republican standpat

machine. and as. these able machiniets deliberately affili-

f\ated w1th, and assumed management of. the lawless organi-

zation for. the purpose of obtaining control of the police

“'Wdepartnwnt and the county officea in the fall election.

democrats should shun this groteeque outflt as they would
17 | S

Iale now became crazed w1th the fight 5 Almost every

‘item 1n his four-page weekly had something in it attack-

ing the Klan.g A note of masochi!tic qu 1n the etruggle.

hysterical laughter in the face of overwhelming odds, be- |

gan to plqy about each new editorlal. Samscn was wrecking

havoc among the Philistines with the Jawbcne of an ass

N

‘and’ yet eecretLy wishing to become a martyr at the same

time. He made editorial capital of each new attack upon

In August. 1922, the headlines of the Post-Demo-

s
mnncie Post-Dmnocrat, July 21, 1922.

17
Ibido. August 11, 1922,
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crat read thusly: SKULL AND CROSS BONES ADORNS IRTTER /j
SENT PUBLISHER BY ANONYMOUS WRITER. Under this heading
‘came the following;stony: : “

*Ihe editor of the Post-Democrat receives many
anonymous letters. Some of them seem to be from
friends, while others are vindictive and full of .
malice, , v :

.. "One reteived this week charged us with fight-
ing the Protestant faith and made the threat that
'some day 'three thousand of us' would wreak ven--
geance, , - e _ o
} "The letter was signed by three initials, was
adorned by a crude drawing of a skull and cross
bones and wound up with the neavily underscored
words, 'Better Check Out Now,' e

- *We will merely state ‘to this cowardly sneak who
hides his identity behind false initials, the same
as he conceals his carcass in a sheet and his face
behind a mask when he attends the Ku Klux ghost
dance, that dhe has the number sized up gbout right,
: "It would take just about three thousand such
cattle as that to even attempt to frighten one man »
who is not afraid of the scalawag outfit that he Q;D
belongs to. el e C
- "We take it that this anonymous skunk is threat-
ening us with the vengeance .of the Ku Klux Klan,
because we happen to be exposing the real purposes
of the gang who control bMe machinery of the outlaw
organization here.... It will take more than
threats of violence to fighten us. W& fear no
cowardly masked and sheeted organization that claiums

+ to be God's chosen people -and the only one hundred

per cent Americens in existance..,."l8

In the eaﬁe‘issuexbale éhowed how the Klgn wés playing on
~the emotions of simple people by walking into churches
during services, donating money, pr&yﬂng;tﬁat Klan lead-

'ers‘Were-méking a gbbddeai of money on klan “auckgrs"

18 :
Ibid., Aug. 18, 1922,
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19 &
wag another fgvored argument. Every wedk, aside from

“his own e&itoriale.'Dele's paper'cerried anti;KJan opin=

ions of various prominent persons and publicatione from

all over the country. Important national Klan 1nforma-

'tion was easily awailable becanse high Xlan officials

made the important Klan stronghold, Mhncie. a ffequent
rendezvous. Hiram Evane wae often around and it was in
Muncie that E. Y. Clarke, the-real organ121ng genius
behind the Klan, met his Waterloo by having liquor found
among his poesessions.zo As the fall eleotions drew
close Dalefbegged the'people of Muncie to "forget poli-
tics and kill this thlng (the Klan) off at the polls. 2
When in October. 1922, the vascillating mayor of
Muncile admittedly gave in to Klan pressure?zDale wqa
furious. The idea of anyone bowing to his dispised antago-
nists was more than he oould bear. Venting his wrath
upon an already cringing chief executive he eneered, ”To
the infantile and confused mind of the man who still hae
the temerity to call himeelf the mayor of Mnnoie. this

idiotic tempest in a teapot sounded louder than the guns

19
Ibido, Oct. 6, 19220

2oIbido‘ Septo 8’ 19221

albid XY Sep‘t. 22’ 1922.

22 | : SR
See Chapter II, n. 35, gupra.
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of the battle of the Marne.
| “He fell at the first fusillade Of blank dartridges

and agreed to do anything in the world that the Ku Klux
or anybody else would tell him to do, provided they told

him quickly in order that he might obey orders without

the sllghtest delay. 25v

The Klan was not deaf to Dale's attacks.
Violence would immedlately

The diffi-

culty was how to silence him.
be attributed to the Klan and would be bad publlcity for

1007 Americanism. Mﬁie subtle couneel prevailed within

the order and there bcgan a serles of reprleals againet

Dale which did not necessarixy bear the Klan stamp After

- 7.“\\
/

the attack upon him.and his son, Dale asked the Klan
Chief of Police for a permit to carry a gun - for gself

defense. The permlt was cheerfully giVen - almost too,

' cheerfully - because one day Dale found himeelf arrested
by the Klan sheriff on charges of carrying a concealed

weapon.24 Dale saw in the concealed weapon ﬁharge an

'attempt to "frame“ him. He was rearreeted on a bench

25Mhncie Post: Democrat, Oct. 13, 1922, Incldentally,
it was during this storm in question that Dale announced
the jump in circulation of his paper from 2,000 to 5,000
copies per week. The demand was exceeding the supply.
(Ibid., Octe 27, 1922), Muncie was beginning to take

slight notice.

24
Ibid., Nov. 10, 1922,
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warrant from the circult court and his case taken from
the city to the county court. *PROMOTED, B'GOSH* was .
the heading of his editorial which went op;r'

- "It is a distinet pleasure for the Poste-Democrat
to be able to confirm, thus early, ite pre-election
predictions. In its secret»councils~the moving
criminal spirits of the Ku Klux Klan declared that
it would 'get*® Dale and how the stage is set. - The
arrest was made by a Ku Klux sheriff, the case
-filed with one Ku Klux judge who transferred it to
the jurisdiction of another Xu Klux judge and the
state is represented by a Xu Klux prosecutore. =
. In conclusion we arise to remark to the low down,
grafting, good for nothing and wholly criminal Ku
Klux outfit and its servelings in office,... that

- they are all going to have a hell roaring lively
time 'getting' the Post-Democrat."25.

Dale now found & new target, the Judge of the county

circuiﬁ court,'and he proceeded to biazeQaway. Especial-

ly bitter at tne judge's sanctimonious attitu@e toward
erring youth,.hé‘maﬂs His Honor appear rather éilly at
timés when he would sentence a yduﬁg person to the penal
farm from the avowed purpose of making him a:"betﬁer citi-
zeh“34nnﬁlé ridiculed what he éonéidered~the hypocritical
"reforming" attitude of this Judge who was one of the
guiding lights behind periodical “ciean—dp“‘campaigns in
Muncie. He reviewedvthe personal“life -—a sordid'one,

at that, -- of the prosecuting attorney who asked a jury

to give & liquor violator the maximum sentence under the

law' Juast because-Dale:Was‘present in the guiity personts

o5 i .
Ibid., Dec. 1, 1922,
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| | | ‘ 26
restanrant when the arrest was made,

But if Dale was an editorial opportunist when deal-
ing with peréonalities he was none the less effective
_in presenting arguments which appealed ‘to higher sengi-
billties of the people. It was unfortungte for the sup-
port of his polities that he usﬁalxy alienated the
"nicer elements" of the conmunity who, shocked by hig in-
delicate treatment of private lives, neglected to read
such truly patriotic edztoriala a8 the- followingt

ONE HUNDRED PER CENT AMERICANISM -= WHAT IS IT?

*There should be such.a thing a8 one hundred per
cent Americanism, but the man or group of men who
claim to be true hundred per cent Americans and
hold others to be enemies to their country who do
not believe and act as they do, are not true

Americans,
#The real one hundred per ‘cent American does not

boast continually of his patriotiem,

"The isolationist, who declares himself to be the
‘tnly true American, is merely stupid, and demon-
strates his lack of historical information, sacred

and profane.
"If Americanism means what the iaolationist de-

clares it to mean, the true American has no call to
need the divine. 1njunction 'go ye unto the utter-
most parts of the earth.!

®If the false one hundred per cent American cult
is to be the standard, then why send money to suf-
fering Armenia, supplies to starving Burope or
famine stricken China, or missionaries to the hea-
then races of the world?

*I1f Americanism means contented igolation while
the entire world goes to ruin, then we want none of

it in ours.
" And finally, if the real Americanism of this

' country is going to stand much longer for the false

26
Ibidc; Feb, 99 1923,

\‘/ -



assumptions of an 'invisible empire! which claims

@ monopoly on Americanism, then will we begin to

~lose faith and hope in American institutions.-

"funcie is cursed by the presence of this organi-
zation, and has been compelled to listen to its
hypocritical pretensions of one hundred per cent
Americanism and is compelled to look to members of
‘this organization for official management of the
affairs of the city and county. RS R

"Judge Dearth, a member of the Ku Klux KXlan, sits
supreme in*the court house, in a position of power,
and the hundred percenters openly boast that they
are able to punish enemies and reward friends through
their locally controlled courts. \

- .nThe crimes that have been committed in the name
of patriotism are legion, and unless some strong
hand intervenes and tears the mask completely from
the face of this insidious, sneaking organization in
‘Muncie, no citizen who dares to 1ift his hand against
its aggressions may consider himself safe from per-

- gecution, or possibly assault and eath.

"No' true Amefican could belong to an order which
assumes to be greater than the government. In Mun-
cie and Delaware county, the Klan has set up a super-
government, which boastfully declares its control of
state and government officials, and that its dictum

. is the final word of authority. R -

"Men meeting furtively at night....wearing gown
and mask, and actuated by malice, hatred and bhgotry,
conspire against enemies of the Klan and serve -
notice on public officials that these men shall be
punished by boycott, loss of position, or framed up

- prosecutione. ’ S k _ e

"Juries are selected at these criminal sessions
of masked outlaws and verdicts are rendered in ad-
vance and sentences of social and business ostracism
-passed upon men and women who fail to measure up the
Americanization standard of the Ku Klux Klan.

- "Real Americanism will eventually drive fake
Americanism to the wall,” The traitors in the saddle
are riding to a swift and certain fell. It is incon-
ceivable that a free clty like Muncie will stand for

this evil' thing much longer."27
The implications are apparent. Here was a single in-

dividuai beginning to see the real significance of the

27 ‘
Ibid., Feb. 23, 1923.
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Klan for America* If patriotiem ia one of ®the most | (”“>
~powerful latent emotional storm-centers of Middletown“ o
it would be hardly stretching a point to apply this

A.ahalysia to the whole nation. Patriotiem andvnationalism '

are handmaidene. The strength of its appeal to patriot-

'ism is usually o good indication of the strength of a

government. Dale had begun to eee that if any great mass

‘movement could swing the traditional symbole -= of which

patriotismuwas one -~ behind its activitiee. it would

soon gain control of the government. He saw such a situa-

tion in Italy ‘and was to see a similar one take place in

If the Klan was to corner the market on “"Ameri-

~ uermany.
canism® it WOuld soon corner the governmant. If the Klan ‘ .

‘came so near to achieving this goal why could not a gimi-
lar organization achieve it at soma future date if it
avoided the mistakesafthe Klan, the A.P A.. and the Know
'Nothings? Why not the Faecist or National Socialist

appeal in the land of the free? R
| Dale Was now etriking at the very roots of Klan

appeal. Furthermore, he was openly offending the Judge

\«before whom he was eoon to be tried. cHeibecame more de-

fiant and more fea:less. The more the Klan threatened

and warned the more he published.

In Febbuary, 1923, while helping federal agents

1

28

See Middletown; Po 481ffa ' ‘ B o ‘
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in#estigating political conditions in‘ﬁnpcia,.nale was'
indidted bythe“grand jury“for “manufgctuf;ng. possess-
ing, bé;teriﬁg and giving aWayvliquor énd helping main-
tain‘a liquor nﬁisancé;"ag He had béen_présent_in the

offiée of a local attonhey‘when police gntéred and found

a liquor bottle‘%herg.so  Seeing unhql& workingq.of the

”Klan'back of this indiqﬁment. éaid Dale, .

"Klan members have openly threatened to "get®
and to "frame® Imle, time and again, but we have
about as much fear of this cowardly gang as we have
‘of a flock of jack-rabbits., When we get through
with them their strangle hold on Delaware county
will be broken, if God spares our life until the
task is completed. '

And in the meantime we are expecting further dem-

onstrations from their puny courts. and Klux domina-

ted "law enforcement" agencies., .

The Post-Democrat refuses to regard any public
official free from suspiftion, from constable to
Jjudge, who belongs to this masked aggregation of
night riding fools and knaves .3l -~ . '

Affairs now moved swiftly. In his March 2, 1923
paper Imle openly accused city and county officers of

"shielding, protecting and failing and neglecting to

- prosecute numerous and divers persons to them well known

to be engaged in the illicit and illegal sale of intoxi-

cating liquors in the city and éounﬁy;*aa ‘He*further,

*Muncte Post-Democrat, Nov. 30, 1923+

3°Extensive inguiry as to whether or not Dale drank
has resulted in a uniformly negative angwer, This is
especially interesting in view of the fact that many of
his legal troubles where in connection with all _ged
violation of liquor laws.

Slyuncie Pdst-Democrat, Febe 23, 1923,
*2yuncie Evening Press, Marfh, 14, 1923,




anatagoniged Judge Dearth by insisting that his jury COMm
migsioners ﬁ.a.seid eheriff, said prosecuting attorney and
many of said police officials are meMbere of a secret organ-

'ization known as the Ku Klux Klan'and they use their offices

for the purpose of favoring and protecting other membere of :

their or-ganiza.tion.“33

The Judge, charging him with 1ndirect;contempt of court'

- for theee accueatlohs, sentenced Dale to‘90 days in jail and

impoeed a fine oft 3500.34 _
Gommented the Judge,i”If Dale and the others of his

character do not like thie country they ahould go to Russia

where anarchy rules.

Commented the Prosecuting Attorney: "He would even
slander a child as it played sbout its motner’a knees“. His
publication 'is a "dirty scandal sheet and not a newspaper."

Advertizers in the Post-Democrat were roundly ehemed.

Commented the Press; "When Judge Dearthvhad announced
his finding some of the persons in the court room moved for-

ward to congratulate him. The court only replied that 'fhe

court was just doing its duty. cn35 o
. If anyone thought this sentance would silence Dale he

351bid.A |
34Ibid., Muncie Morning Star, March 15, 1923.

35MMncie Evenigg>Prese, March 14, 1925.
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was due for a eurprieeﬁ The next week the Poet-DemovTat

-repeaxed and. elaborated upon its prev1ous accueatlone in
answer to Dearth'e decieion.‘ Enraged. the Judge now chargé

- ed Dale with direct contenpt of court and doubled the sen-

tence.36 cn the -same. day the Press carried an - editorlal

on reformerss

P "Profeselonal reformers should, but never will,
understand that the people do not wish to be pro-
fessionally reformed by the brainless blatherskites
that commonly are in the game of interfering with’
other people's business for revenue only or through
pure meddlesomeness. When the people believe they
need reforming, they do it themselves and do a thor-

" -ough job of it, their reasom ‘having been convinced
by acts uninfluenced by the narrow prejudices of .

“witch burners."

This editbriai more or less repreeenﬁing tha“dpinibhldf

“upright' Mnncie came to00 cloaely upon the heels of Dale's

sentences not to have referred to ‘them, It carried with it

the I-told-you-so attitude of a communitr addraeeing its

burnt child.:

Dale spent the next eleven dsys in jail, the last three

" in the state reformatory, until released on bond by order

of the Indiana Sﬁpreme'Cdurt.Ss‘;The”next day ﬁe'calledeﬁpon‘

the Governor to crlticize the state penal farm and the way

it wae operated.sg‘ Eagerly he seized upon his new dlfflculty

to publicize rotten prison conditione. Furthermore he warned

56

Ibid., March 17, 1923; Mincie Morning Star, March 18, 1923.

57 Muncie Evening Press, March 17, 1923,

38 ’
Ibid.,March 28, 1923.

591pid.,March 29, 1923.
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‘those responsible fdf his “fremed® conviction that he (f\>
would hunt them “"down until the last man who partlclpated T
in the vicious plot will be exposed in hia infamy nd0 .

 Huncie heard a good deal about "that ‘dire and dismal
hell hole and blot in the feir name of Indiana -- the state

penal farm," wdl Pathos, humor,,and indignation were regls-

tered in Iale's storles about his three daya in przson.

His readers laughed with him as he told ahout how he went

‘through the routine of hecoming a full-fledged jall-bird";

how his head was shaved to resemble a billiard bsll; how

“his "manly form" wag-encased in the jgorgeous;hgbiliments"

presented al; piison.inmatés.f Revoltipg_were his reports

of prison fqod,Lsanigggngbnditions,‘and'brutality.éga,The

reformer'was beating‘hisddrums. 7 | o ‘,‘ (i->
But reforming and crusading require financ1al backing

no matter how holy the mission. Dale had ve:y little of

‘this and receqt‘develépmepts were cutting down his alregdy

meagre income; ‘Hia'papgr was ;ittlg mqre,§han-a.y§ar old

and not(tqo much 8P3°3¢W?3 devoted to advertising. The re-

venue from officiai_notices of the county was unsteady be- .

40Muncie Pogte Democrat, March 30, 1923.
41 , | p

42

Ibid.
Ibld., also issue -of April 26, 1923,
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cause trueteee were not alwaye prompt in paying their

‘bllle. Dale was often forced to 8o to threaten sult

to get his county advertising bille paid.43 His court

flghts were increa91ng. After hls release from the penal

'~ farm he was sued by a Mnncle grocer for: criminal libel
ffor calling ghat person a "hundred per cent draft dodger. "44
;Conditlons eventaully became so pressing that Dale had to

ask the public for help to- enable him. to cantinue flght-

i“ﬂlng. Said he,

‘ »"'Gettlng' the publlsher of the Pcst-Democrat by a
never ending series of petty prosecutions may appear
“to some to be a simple and easy way to destrqy the
newspaper, but we are still on the job, “thank Xou,

in spite of arrests. Jails and penal farms..."

He went cn to show that the powere of arreet and prosecu-
tion in Muncle lam With acknowledged Klansmen and that at

-

the taxpeyer’s expense these persons were having a fiasco

with Dale by admlnlstering "Klucker's Revenge."

“31b14., Aprll 13, 1923.

“1vid., April 6, 1925. This grocer was an agent for
the Firey Cross, an official Klan publicatlon.

5Ibid., Merch 30, 1923.




He explained:

v "They know that the editor of the Post-Demscrat (/mj
is handicapped by having to pay lawyers for defense L
«s.and knowing that we have not got money enough to
pay this enormous expense they feel certain that the

~end is in sight. o :

| There has been some response to the request for
financial aid from thogse who see in this remarkable
tug of war a test which will finslly determine whether
or not right and justice shall rule. It is absolutely
necessary that more funds be raiged., It is your fight
as well as 6urs. BEvery friend of freedom and justice

should contribute. R o
It.is very likely -that there will be other prosecu- -
tions. We were informed the other day that at a XKu Klux
meeting held a short time ago it was decided to bring
some criminal libel actions. Nothing would surprise
us now, after the transactions of thetgast three weeks.
Contrihute to this cause at once," ‘ ‘
Forseeing the intensity of the storm which had already
brokén he Was;txying'noW to gnlist the aid of ﬁhe people.
The problem was tolcdnvince thém that what had up until this
 ‘time been a purely private battle was being waged in the
public interest. .JBut here a di%lkaVWhiqh Dale‘faced all
his ﬁife‘came intd'aharp relief, Fighting required money .
‘By its own standards Middletown regarded the possession of
_money the index of a man's standing in the commupity; that
is, of his'measure\of."sucpess". In these terms Dale was
never a "successful® man. He had substituted crusading for
the profit motive -- a thing completely alien to his environ-
ment., Thus when circumstances forced him to appeal to the

community for finahcial aid his problem was much more diffi-

S~

46
Ibid. °
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cult than it would have been had he moved in planes

ramiiiar“to‘lﬁcal goclely, In the end he did get éupport,
but it came from fhermmérican‘newspapers, not the people‘
of Muncie. - ‘ |

’ The conflict was evidenced by hig fighting for city
and county lggal'advertising which he 1nsiated.was due

~him as the only publisher of a Democratic paper in the

,county.%7~-When there were rumors of a rival Democratic
weekly to be created in Muncie he sensed a Republican

backing which promised the;legaliadvertiaing to this new

- paper. Snorting his defiance‘ofla.group of so-called

Democrats who would sell Bheir souls "for a little measly
legal advertising", he«progeeded-to make clear his own posi-

tion.in money matters as follows: ®If the Post-Democrat

'wqre in business so£e1y for_mbney,;we would probably fawn

a{ the feet of eve#y two by four republican_city, county
and‘townéhip statesman who.has a nickel's worth of adver-
tiéing to‘givé out but,,stfangé as it may seem,...the editor
of this paper refuses to play Fido at a republican fea&f

and sit up on his hind legs and 'speak' for a bone and lick

the boots of ‘the giver‘“48 .

47The state law guarantees publication of all legal notices
- in at least two newspapers; one representing each poli-
tical party. ' - SR v '
48 | oo
Muncie Post-Democrat, April 13, 1923,
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. ¥or the next few weeks there was a lull between
ﬁémpests.' Hot a clever propagandist like Dr. Goebbels, (/f>
Dale knew no "sciéntific”-theory of “dosing" the public
in p:dper amounts.49, The éffect of.falling‘baék into his
regular routine of lambasting several things at a time
instead of one was bound to be a let-down from the more
~conéentrated aftack5“of the paét weeks."In”any Casé“fhe'-
Klan;étili held first place on his "fight® iiét."Theh
came another pet ha.té,." "busin ess cl"aaai‘ control of the
city's affairs. The proposal of the “éhambgr of'cbﬁmerceA
crowd® that a new‘fiver‘boulevard be built.in'mnnciefand
the enactment of thisfprprSal'by the city council brgught
downia storm of pent-up venom from Dale. He reviewed all
~the things wrong with the city in showing why that~boﬁle- ;;)
vard should not be puilt.’® He charged the oity adminis- |
trétion with'hﬁvigg’nb interest in the poor men ; ﬁiih be-
\‘ing~the tool of wealthy interesfs. Attacking fax—evagion
by ‘the rich he,pointed,oytvhow this class was payinglmuch
iess than its rightful share of the city's expenées'while
the poor man was overtaxed-onveverythiﬁg *down to his false

teeth and his jack knife." He began cutting deeper into

‘ 49C£,,Morstein Marx, F., op. cit., p.104 where the German
Propaganda Minister is quoted as follows; "In the field
of propaganda all depends on prudent dosing and the
selection of the right moment,"

The boulevard was actually begun a decade later during
Dale's term as mayor, '

50
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‘the sbci&i,pattern by éhapacterizing,mnncie:as‘a "e omnuni ty
,;;.ggﬁérnéd,by two sets of fuleae»oneféet tfor the obgeurs,
| 1uninflgential énd,finanéiélly helplgss, and the other set
for the financial gents who meet in' the ¢ amercial club
with the sycophantié,ministerial'assoéiation to thank'£he
ggod Lord that they are nptﬂaS"other men and to 6rder the
passage of laws é;d brdinancesqforlthe governing of others,

 byt.not themselves.

"It is true that Muncie has an wdderworld and a redlight
eeesll is there in all its sordid ugliness, block after :

.block, occupied almost wholly by white and colored pro-

stitutes, coke peddlers and "snow snifters," bootleggers,

" boozeé runners and thieves., -

Why is it there,....Geatlemen of fhg=clergy;?you who
have signed a blanket endorsement in behalf of ALL city

and county officials, take a trip down there, get ac-
-..quainted with the denizens of the redlight, go" through

the miserable shacks, shanties and bug roosts they occupy,

-and then get down on your knees and find out whether God

will ever forgive you for pleading not guilty for public
officials who perinit the redlight to flourish in order
that jails may be* filled with penal farm fodder and ballot

. boxes stuffed with the votes of protected law violstors.

Boulevards, parks, shade trees, beautified river front,

- ‘harps, wings, halos-~damation} = Forget it for amhile and

clean out the redlight. Condemn and tear down the shacks

| which fester in the midst of a ¢ity of decent people., A

great work could be done there, ‘The. entire south end of

~“the city is contaminated by the redlight., It is dile to
the people of the Southside that the redlight be torn

down' and that residences of modern type, occupied by law
abiding citizens, be erected in their place,
. It's all right to reach the ornamental stage at the

‘right time but the time is not yet. Leaving the unspeak~
-ebly filthy, lawless and obscene redlight as it is and

spending the people's money for mere ornementastion of a

. favored portion of the city, is the heightof folly. It
is absurd and unthinkable. It's too much like shaving

the lawn in front of a magnificent residence and permit-
ting jimson week to grow in the back yard; or hanging a
hundred .thousand dollar painting in the parlor and harbor-

_ing cockroaches in the kitchen and bedbugs upstairs."5l

51 ‘ ‘
’ Muncie Post-Democrat, April 20, 1923,
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" Such accusations and challenges at e time when his

 naue was becoming a familiar sound in Mhncie'was‘like poor~l </f>v
-ing selt on the community s open wounds.» Dele was crystali- |
zing and Jbringing 1nto the dpen what ‘many people in Mnncie

were beginning to feel-and yet not willing to admit. It,

did not fit with ,'the}:tra.diti.onal symbols.of American democ-
racy; with the "Middletown Spirit";52 to say that the city
was\éivided by the'reilroad tracks. It Wae'irkeome to the

Yeity fathers“ to hear someone shout that they were under

the control of the “chamber of commerce crowd”; it annoyed

‘the Chamber of Commerce to haVe Someohe’ suggeet that it

was working in the sole. intereste of the peOple on the north—
51de, it made. people on the southside wonder about the vealues

‘by which they were. trying to live. Microcosmlc Muncle was
b beginning to give evidence of the great eocial change which \")
| has not as yet been completed in America, that is, the “trend
vfrom a dynamic to a atatic eociety. - Free social mobllity

was glving way to class stratmf;catlon. -Here was the firsf
1nt1mation of a change ln Mun01e's llfe that was to prnduce

acute paine ten yearsnlater. And George Dale wes one ‘of the
first to see it; probebly the first to admit it. It was he

" who threw the first stone into the hornets nest but the re-
sulting buzzing has been 80 1oud that only a few of Hlddletown's

strongest soule have dared follow suit.

See Middletown in Transition, Chapter XII, p. 402ff.
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If Dale alienated the monied clapses of Muncie with

this sort of accusation, he certainly endeared himself to

,'the hearts of those "on the other side of the tracks"

the same group of people who sent him into the mayor’
offlce in 1930 with the greatest plurality any candidate
up to that time ever had received.?3 Here was.. a champlon
who was nilling to give direction 1f only the people
follﬁwed. But it was too,early for.Dale to even‘considéf
being on the inside-poliﬁically. He was being much more
effective hammé;ing_away as;the_oppqsition.._Besides he
had ,j’ust begun to'fight thé Kia.’n.

- His next obJect for editorial derlsion was Helen Jackson,

: the "escaped ‘nun, " who caused qnlte a stir in Mnnclp during

the spring and summer of 192354 and inczdentallyfamde a
good deal of moneyiin the process, Speaking before large

crowds under Klan" ausplces, she was ahle to g1Ve "first-

~vhandg®* oorroboratlon to all sorts of Cathollc horror stories

53 : ' - o S
Ibld., P- 525 . v . L ) .
54— : , .

- See Chapter II, n.53, supra.

TN
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which the gullible were wont to believe.?® Coneluded

editor Dale speating about the "emcaped nun": /”“)
"When the Post-Democrat takes a shot at some measly

pro-German ex-saloon keeper and bootlegger who happens

to belong to the Klan, the klansters at once demand that

the editor be sent to jail, but when an imposter of the

Helen Jackson type hits town and wantonly libels a re-

ligious creed and the entire membership of a church, a

great howl goes up when an insulted and reviled church

congregation demands that she be denied the right to ~

insult their religion. » :
This is one of the consistencies of one hundred per-

cent Americanism,"56

.

‘Continuing in the same vein_he'rapped'mass'ignoranée that
‘was fostering Klan growth and allowing such preposterous
ideas to take the community h&'storm: |

"The success of Klan propagandists in securing members
is based largely upon their ability to make suckers be-
‘lieve preposterous things which never happened and never
- will happen. However, organized ignorance and credulity
is"a hard combination to battle. The mule, generally re- »
garded as being rather low. in the animal scale,. can nevexr W;->

55Just how far these Catholic bogey tales had sunk into
- the minds of the average Middletowner is shown in Middletown,
p. 482, where the Lynds quote the following interview of a
member of their staff with the wife of a well-to-do factory
worker: '"Lady...you have asked me a lot of questions, and
now I want to ask you some. Do you belong to the Klan?....
(reply negative)...Well, it's about time you joined the other
good people and did something about this Catholic situation.
The Pope is trying to get control of this country, and in
order to do it, he started the 0ld Klan to stir up trouble
among the Protestants, but instead of doing that he only open-
ed their eyesto the situation, and now all the Protestants are
getting together in the new Klan to overcome the Catholicmenace.
I just want to show you here in this copy of the Menace--look
at this picture of this poor girl--look at her hands! See,
all those fingers gone--just stumps left{ She was in a convent
where 1t was considered sinful to wear jewelry, and the Sisters, .
when they found her wearing some rings, just burned them off
her fingers!" Little wonder, then, that this type of story
repeated many times should be accepted for gospel by people
who were sure that a few years previously German soldiers had
done the very same things to French and Belgian babies,

56

Muncie Post-Democrat, April 27, 1923, ”ft)




be taught that it is not proper to balk and kick, Coax-
ing and beating only serve to intenslify these mulish atiri-
butes. Likewise life is too short to try to quicken the
intelligence of the average klucker, whe lies awake of -
nights, oppressed by .the horrible’ thought that the pope
is about. to emigrate to America and run for president.,
It is such fellows as that who believe the gruesane and
-altogether improbable tales of Helen Jackson, the "escaped
nun, " who shrewdly capitalizes mags ignorance, with no ap-
parent woncern or care as to the consequences, of inflaming
‘ignorant and inflammable minds with falge ‘doctrines which
- might easily lead to wholesale blood letting....Men and
~women who really believe the preposterous falsehoods which
are deliberately promulgated for the despicable purpose
of getting mone » are usually persons of limited, intelled-
tual power, and such people allow prejudice, instead of rea-
.son, to sway them, -~ -~ - T
.- ¥ith hundreds of people here believing that the Jews are
' Preparing to demonetize the rest of the world, that the
Pope 'is coming over to establish a Roman Catholic empire
in America and that the Jews and Catholics are financing
a plot to cause a negro uprising that will have for its
purpose intermarriage between blacks and whites, it is
- regarded strange that blood has not flown like water in the
.streets of Muncie, o AR S P '
- _Hasten the dgy that the conservative, thinking people
v of Muncie combine'to put their united stamp of disapproval
-upon a movement which is destined, if not checked, to lead

| to dreadful disaster®57

- Although.gg_pogt fagtc axamiqatipg pf Dalq'§ néwépaper
‘tirades shbw~themtb-bek?powe:fgllyfbluntland_fb'the point,
_'theirgimmediaté effect uﬁép.thevxlgh was not»vg:y}gré;t at

this early period. By this time the Klen and its motives
had»been ”expose@* ti@efégd’aggiﬁ.v_Iflthere Wgre,péOple“
convincgﬁ that\tﬁese‘mbti;éé ﬁére.baqe, they gaidwlittle
~ about it in public.‘ If they agreed with the:principleslfor
‘;Which‘Geprge Ialé’ﬁégﬁfighfing they were not willing to offer
:more.than hbraiyﬁuﬁﬁo?t.j‘Dale_neeéed rea; support. He-got

it eventualxy through‘his appeal tb the doﬁatitutional»guar-

- "'Ibid., May 4, 1923,
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_antees of freedom of the press. 8til11 h@-lﬁughﬁd in the

face of his enemies: . , - , (f“)

. "The editor of the Post-Democrat was threatened with
five hundred additional prosecutions at the time he was
sent to jail for contempt. Possibly there were some
foolish enough to believe that threats of that kind will
serve to stifle the truth in Muncie. The Post-Democrat

~ publishes only the truth and since actual attempts at

~murder and frequent threats of murder have failed to
scare us into silence, fear of bodily imprisénment is

our slightest concerne,,. - - : =
- With the repeal of the infamous sedition act a hun-~
dred and twenty-five years ago it was thought that free
‘'speech and a free press were guaranteed to the people
of America, but from time to time political tyrants, in-
vested with brief authority, have sought to inflict out-
~rageous punishment upon those who dared to publicly criti-
- cise their official acts. Invariably these ‘puny despots
‘have been men of little education and vast conceit, each
~of whom fondly hope that history, which invariably records
the speedy descent.of these petty tyrants into political
oblivion will not repeat itself in his particular cgse.
Ihe guestion of whether or not a Muncie newspaper is 1o
be permitted To Tell the truth sbout conditions in Muncis,
is a matter of much greater importance to the citizenship
whole than it is to the editor whose 1lberty is threat-a;g

ed.

the word was sent out that the editor of the Post-Democrat
was in jail and that the Post-Democrat would soon be a
thing of the past. Such people are not fit to live in a
free republic. Their place is rightfully at the feet of
some hereditary monarch. These boot lickers to royalty do
'not believe in free speech and a free press. They are so

~lacking in common intelligence that they do not recognize
the fact that real ONE HUNDRED PERCENT AMERICANISM demands

- freedom of the press, and not jails for newspaper writers
who seek the redress of wrongs perpetrated on:the people
by the men they elect to office’58 ' -

Here again was an attempt to dbring the public to his sﬁpport;
Dele was trying to make his fight thewpeople5s fight, In

~this attempt he failed for two réasons; ohe, becaﬁse the com-

o'

munity as a whole was not aware of the implications‘of,supress-

55BIbid., April 27, 1923. The italics are mine.



- the whole Northside, business.men, and the clergy.

ing the press. On the other hand, he aliensted the support
of the “businese elnﬁa"‘Plemantd in the city many ¢f whom
could and did see the 1mplications of the Klan and its sup-
pressive activities and who could have given Dale the finan-
cial aid he needed to fight 1t. There qu'a‘thifd reason.
Cne of his greatest personal faults was blind stub-

bornness. When he found a target he would hurl himself up-
én it heedless of the effect of his efforts., PFurthermore,

his lack of subtlety, although making for clear and under-
standable reading, lost its effect when hammered out Weék
by week in the same vein. Wit and sarcasm can be dulled by

constant repetition and Dale never learned the clever arts

of a first-rate propagandist. In his enthusiastic bitter-

ness he falled to clarify issues and erystalize a powerful

bddy of public opinion behind him; he rather confused many

who would have liked to support him 1f they could only be
certain of the principles for which ha was fighting. His
own lack of direction, in the 1ast<analysis? kept him from

being an effective leader of others, Then, too, his indis-

criminate attack upon groups in the community as well as in-
dividuals prevented any real coordinated support of his ideals

from the community. 1In attacking the "inner control monied

group® whom he charged ran the city, he took into his anathema
Such in-

diseriminate attacks naturally offended many.
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