CHAPTER LI.
THE KU KLUX KLAN.

Wheq in June, 1922, a Negro in Muncie was
kidnapped and either flogged or threatened with flogging
by a band of *masked men®,” Muncie hardly raised its
eyebrows. The ggggg. however, was very careful ta deny
that an organization called the Ku Klux Klah had anything
to do with the kidnapping. The city attorney, afterwards
known as having Klan affiliations,z emphatically denied
any Klan connections with the episode. Said the chief.of
Poiice, ®"T haven't seen any masked men and I.don't think
there were any."5 There was no prosecution.

The rise of the Ku Klux Klan points to some
very significant things about American pblitical and Men—
tal processes and gegause it played such an important part

in the political history of Muncie, I shall dwell upon it

at some length.

lunncie,Evening Pregs, June 12, 1922,

2This man, C. E. Benadum, has since been connected with
similar movements in Muncie most noteably the Silver Shirts
which was esentially an anti-Semitic organization. He has
also written a book called Blackshirt (Philadelphia, 1935)
which tells sbout Klan-like activities of a fascist order

in America.

5M!uncie Evening Press, June 13, 1922,
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Thé *big ﬁed scare". coming as it did on the
heels of the war made the nation jittery. For the

first time in its history America was conscidus'df

‘real labor agitation. Strikes, higher prices, end &
few scattered bombs convinced a large sector of,ﬁhe

“public thatrall‘ihis;unrest was perpetrated by insidious

"radicals".

"The American business man.... had come

out of the war with his fighting blood up,
ready to lick the next thing that stood in.
his way. He wanted to get back to business
gnd enjoy his profits. Labor stood in his.
way and threatened his profits. He had come
out of the war with.a militant patriotismj
and mingling his idealistic with his selfish
motives, after the manner of all men at all
times, he developed a fervent belief that
100-per-cent Americanism and the Welfare of
God's own Country and Loyalty: to the Teachings
of the Founding fathers implied the right of .
the business man to kick the union organizer
out of his workshop.  He had come to distrust
anything that was foreign, and this radicalism
he saw as the spawn of long-haired slavs and
unwashed East-Side Jews. And, finally, he
had been nourished during the war years upon
stories of spies and plotters and interna-
tional intrigue. He had been convinced that
German sympathizers signaled to one another

- with lights'from;mountain—tbps‘and,put;ground
glass into surgical dressings, and he had
formed the habit @f expecting tennis courts
to conceal gun-emplacements. His credulity
had thus been stretched until he was quite
‘ready to believe that a struggle of Americen .

. laboring-men for better wages was the beginning

"~ of an armed rebellion directed by Lenin and
Trotsky, and that behind every innocent pro-
fessor who taught that there were arguments for
a5 well as against socialism there was a bearded

rascal from eastern Europe with a mowey bai in
- one hend end a smoking bomb in the other."

4Allen; OQ' Cit., ppo. 48"9.
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When, in September, 1919, The Boston Police went out on
striké many people were convinced that derrfag had come§
that “the dreaded revolutioh-was beginning here and n0w."5
Then, as if all this was not sufficient proof of
a great "red conspiracy® against the United States govern-
ment, there came the great steel ana'coél aﬁrikeé of which
I have spoken above. Even.the'@oat level~headed ware be~
binning to wonder,"Suddenly the Government came into the
picture,JUhited StaﬁeédAttorney;Genexgl, A.‘M4t¢hell
Palmer, the'"F;ghtiﬁg,Quaker” iﬁrnéd.the_népértmehﬁ of

Justice into a very effective 0.G.P.U. Red-balting, arrests,

reids, and deportations were the order of the day - with

little concern'fof”Suchwincidehtal considerations as

. { : . : .
American gitiZenship,lwarrantsaor'writs of habeas corpus.
"Hysteria had reached its height." .

- ®Fgor did ‘it quickly subside. For the
professional superpatriota‘(and assorted
special propagandists disguised as super-
patriots) had only begun to fight. Innum-

" erable patriotic societies had sprung up,
“each with its executive secretary, and
executive secretaries must live, and there-
fore must conjure up new and ever greater
menaces. Innumbrgble other gentlemen now
discovered that they could defeat whatever
they wanted to defeat by tarring it cons-
- picuously with the Bolshevist Brush. Big-
' Navy men, believers in compulsory military
service, drys, anti-cigarette campsigners,

o C:-,':)-. I
5&%—%", p‘ 53.
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anti-evolution Fundamentalists, definders
of the moral order, book censors, Jew-
-haters, Negro-haterws, landlords, manu-
facturers, utility executives, upholders
of every sort of cause, good, bad and

- indifferent, all wrapped themselves in
Old Glory and the mantle of the Founding
Fathers and allied their opponents with -

" Lenin. The open shop, for example. be-

© came the *imerican plant. "6 ,

Hardly a public-spirlted citizen or civic group in the
country did not at some time or other come under the
dark cloud of accusation._vThe National\League of Women
Voters, the Federal Council,éf Churcheé; the Foreign
Policy Association,*eveh'Jane Addams' and Will'ﬁogers
bore watching.7 itvwas-during a time‘suéh as this that
Mconformity® Became.the wabohword:ofuthose who wished

Allen,ﬁpﬁ. 58-59, 1t is interesting to note an almost
identical opinion expressed to the writer by the present
mgyor of Muncie - the same Dr. Bunch who went to Atlanta
during his second term - on the question of *radicalism”
in Muncie. In en interview in December, 1938, when asked
his opinion of the Massachusetts Teachers' Oath Bill, His
Honor said, "...there are too many non-governmental insti-.
tutions regulating our lives. They drape the flag and the
Constitution around anything they want done. Then if some-
one won't support them, they are immediately dupped *un-
Americant, *communistic®, ete." Certainly there is no:
better proof of the extent to which old ways of political
thinking are breaking down in Middletown when a men steeped
in the tradition of the political boss, and an active boss ,

himself, makes such g declaration. ,

?Ibid., p. 60.
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to be immune from suspicion. It is thie same kind of
‘conformity" that still pervades life in Middletown.a'
. Intolera,nce became a commonplace.( -
"Almost inevitably it took the form
of an ugly flareup of feeling against
the Negro, the Jew, and the Roman Catho-
lic. The emotions of group loyalty and
of hatred, expanded during war-time and
then suddenly denied. their intended ex-
pression, found a perverted release in
the persecution not only of supposed
radicals, but also of other elements
which to the dominant American group -

‘the white Protestants - geemed allen or
'un-Americant " L

Exigencies of the war caused a- great migra.tn.cn
of southern Negroes to the North. In fa.ct.v the great
| ‘need‘.,for industrial ,.1a.b,or"-b,r'ought ‘also a movement ‘o‘f " ‘ e,
southern .whites. ~But at least they were not so obvious U
as thelr colored bretl“ifen'. /Fr,ic.i:ion' and maladjustment .
was hound to occur whenever large aggregates of. one ra.cial
’ group noticeably mplnged upon the social and economJ.c
.SPh?r,ves:;pf \a.ncthezj_. The North began to see a problem m.th
wh;ch"t}ie_ SOuth h‘a.d___;gvrappled for g_enera.tions.lo And this
' awareness “'b'r"ought:With it violence. . There were race note

in Chicsago and uneasiness in other lerge cities.ll-

- 8gee Middletown in Transition, Chapter X1I, on "The
Middletown Spirit.?®

9a11en, op. cit., p. 62.

lo(}osnell ‘Harold F., Negro Politicians, Chicago, 19353
’\p. XX, .l, 150 .

11l1bid., p. 63ff. ' <\M>




- of meny people with his series. of articlea called the

quite sure just what the storiee aigned by him in his

_Dearborn Independent - and written by hlB now Well—knOWn

‘pants pressers and bankers, most of whom could not even

| complete control of a P0pe who was not even an Amerlcan."

Henxy Ford cnyatalized the latent anti-Semltism

l‘Inte::'na.t'.j.onal Jew"-12 although he probably'was not

expounder of Sunday night Fordian philosophy, Mr. W. J.

_ZCameron - actuelly implied. The old ”inpernationallplot“

tales were revived and there.were those who were certain
that every Jew in the world was connected'with some

sort of mysterious tong. Twenty million 1ndividualists.

understand each other, were to pounce upon the other two

billions or 1ess in the world and completely subJugate

them.

Catholics, too, were dragged intO'the'pigture.'
Here was a large group of peop;e:who wonld riot send their

children to public schools. Furthermore, they,were under

How many persons were convinced that the Vatican City WDuld
be traneferred to Washlngton was well proved by Al Smlth's
presidential campaign.‘ "It was in such an atmosphere that

that the Ku Klux Klan'bloSSOmed-into power."l3

121bid., p. 64 Mecklin, John M., The Ku Klux Klan:
A Stuoy dy of the American Mind, New York, 1924., p. 1256,

13Allen op. cit., p. 65. Cf, also, Johnson, J. E.
(compller)'"xﬁ“xiﬁf‘ﬂlan“, The Reference Shelf, vol, 1,

no, 10, for an interesting and valuable survey of early

edit orial. academic. and purely partisan_ opinion deal-
ing wit ghases of the rise of the Klan that are

1ent10ned in ig thesis.

-
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In 1915 a dreany-eyed mystic, William J. Slmmons,
a former professor of Southern’ hlstory is a small Southern
college, etarted the modern'Ku-Klux Klan, "Fascinated
as he Wwas from boyhood by the romantic story of the old
Klan of Reconstruction deys, which is laoked gponjin the
‘wSouth as the savior or Soﬁthernciiiliz@ﬁipng'ho’cgiled
the?néw order the Kniéhts'of’the’Ku'Klﬁxykién.”l47"‘
| The first five years of this *fxaternal" organi-
" zations were unevantful and - only scattered sections of
the country were ‘even aware of its existence. ‘The year
1920, however, saw a sudden and most phenominal riee“ih
its membereﬁip and'poWer} QThe thle nation took notice.
Attacked by the powerfnl New York World and subject to C;D

,Congressional investigation at an early date, the Klan

weathered all opposition and soared to new heights of

political power.ls

‘This,sudden expansion of the Klan in 1920 was
- the resdlt'of an internal reoréahizaﬁion’by-meh who saw
great financial possibilitiee in the hooded order. A
propaganda machine that would have gladdened the heart

of Herr Goebbels wae set up by one Edward Y. Clarke whose

former occugation had been organizer for such apparently

14Mecklin, og. cit., Ps 4.

151b1d., De 3.
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hgrﬁlesa movements as the Anti-Saloon League, the Roo-
sevelt Memorial Fund, and the Near Bast Relief. To
facllltate ‘canvass and control from- Atlanta, the ‘nation-

al headquarters, the'whole countny was div1ded up into

several geographlcal *domains". "Each 'domain' was divi-

ded into 'realms' or states. The head of the promotion
department as & whoxe‘was~1mper1a1~xieagie E. Y. Clarke.
The head of the ‘domain' was called a Grand Goblin. The

head of the 'realm' or state, was called & King Kleagle,

| and the house-to-house solicitors, or legWork*men;'were

called ‘Kleagles. vThére'cén'béﬁrittle‘doubt‘that‘tha

‘purely commercial motive had much to do with the succes=-

ful promotiqn of the»Klan.v The membershlp fee was ten
dollars, which was divided as followaj foqr ‘of the ten

dollars .went to the Kleagle, or local solieitor, when he

‘signed up a ﬁew‘member? one dollar went into the pocket/

of the King Kleagle, or state salea-manager; the Grand

Goblin, or district salesman. ‘had to be content with only
fifty cents, while the remaining four dollars and fifty
cents went'to.Axlanta."ls' With an orgéniéation of such
pecuniary possibilitigs-Emperor-Simmons'Was’haxdly able

to cope.. He was:sodn left behind in the rush and a more

paractical opportunist, Dr, Hiram W. Evans, a Texas

16 |
Frost, Stanley, The Challenge of The Klan, Indianapo-
lis, 1923. pp. 42, 121ff.; Mbcklln, ops. cit., p. 8; Allen,

OE. Citc. o 66
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dentist, exchanged his drill for the toga of the Imper1a1

~‘.'1:|.zar¢.'1.."7

; ‘ Granted the power of finan01al appeal, it alone
hardly explains the phenomlnal growth of “the giant in
the white hood." 18 If the Klan was a purely “taking".de-
vice 1t nevertheless gave back something for which its
members were looking. Therein lies its great signifi-
.cahce for American politicél h;story. To admit thét men
| joinedAanﬂorganizaiion.which subtly played‘upon their
prejudices and hatreda -to the point of oommerciallzing
them is only half the story; the Klan made a8 strong a
plea to the ”patriotism;and,...monalridealiam of its
members., ‘The baser motives were present. but- they alone

19
~can never account for the spread of the Klan,® Rather

’than being "un»Amerlcan” as the New York World tried to
paint it in its great espose, "the Klan was but . the re-
crudescence of forces that already existed in American
society, some of them recent, others dating from the:
more dlstant past. »20 It would be altogether a distor-

tion of the Klan's real significance to dismisa it as

something completely foreign to the American way of life.

N — op. cit., p. 20£f.
18 ' ‘

Ibid.} Chap. I.

lgMbcklin, op. cit., p. 13,

2 o '
Ibid.
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Mecklin hﬁs tried "to show that the Klan drew its in-
spirations from ancient prejudices, classical hatreds,
and ingrained social habits., The germs of the disease
of the Klan, like germs in the human body, have long
been present in the social organism and needed oﬁly the
weakening of the social tissue to become malignant.'zl
The importgnt thing is to discover what there is or was
in American life at the time that called for and per-
mitted an organization like thé Klan to?achieve such
tremendous political and social power. h

The answers to this query are innumerable. I

can only present a few of those which seem to me most
{

important. _
To use Mecklin's figure, the 'gerﬁa' which have

long been present in the social order are found most ob-
-viously in those racial and religious hatreds mentioned
above, In the case of the Klan, the anti-Catholic fever
seemed to rise much higher than did hé;red at Jews and
Negroes -- although these were very much in evidence.
The primary motive in many cases for joining the Klan
was this anti-Catholic attitude.22 When Klan leaders

had to find something to *sell®™ in order to entide new

21
Ibide, p. l4e

22
Ibid., p. 38.
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members they struck upon the idea of catering to this
hatred -- an old ¢eﬁice used with singulaxr success to
enlist "that powerful body of middle class Protestant
traditions which have registered themselves in the Know-
Nothing Party of the middle of the last century and in
the A.P.A. movement towardé its close.'23 Childhood”
memories of many persons were brought back by Klan-
circuia.ted stories about Cathc;lir_cs, theiyr‘nuna and priests.
A most effective story in boosting Klan;?embershipréas
that describing a secret Catholic ritualiby which a rifle
‘was buried under a church or a Knights of Columbus Hall
every time a male Catholic was born. ‘Thié rifle was to
be suddenly slezed in two or three decadeéy well oiled
and loaded, to be used in the great Papal %lot to sieze
control of the United Statas.24 Out of their context
thesa stories are absolutely ludicrous. Their effect,
hosever, on fhe growth of the Klan was most amazing.
Writing in 1923, when the Klan had just seized politics
by the ears, in Indiana, Lowell Méllett.said; FWorry
about the Catholics....has been reviied. It is part of
the state of mind that accounts for the amazing growth

of the Ku Klux Xlen in the old Hoosier commonwealthp

21vid., pe 42; Frost, op. cit., p. 102ff,

24Mb11ett, Lowell, "Klan and Church", Atlantic HMonth-
1y, November 1923. p. 587; Mecklin, op. cit., p. 167ff.3
Frost, op. cit., p. 103,
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that enables Indiana to compete with Ohio for the dis-
tinction of having a larger Klan membership than any
other State., It helped make possible the remarkable*
election results of last fall. when praotioally every o
candidate Oppoeed by the Klan went down in defeat "25
Aside from 1ts scapegoata. tho Klan found ita
greatest appeal in its promises to ﬂcleen up“ thinge -
esped1ally in local governmente. The Ebst»war break- |
down of traditional morality caused a reaction in favor
of "1aw and order.* If the legally constituted force
of the state was unable to prevent thls growing laxness,
the Klan would.‘ The appeal of the sheet struck the
Robin Hbod note in many cases -- as well as the Freudian.
That the common law had placed great emphasis upon the
inviolability of personal integrity and one 8 private
life made little dlfference to a ‘group of aelf-appointed

“reformers“ who took the morals of the community under

thEIr own surveillance. If a'woman B drunken husband

disappeared too often she might'appeal to the Klan to
teke him in hand. /And woe to the Klansman who traded with

25Mellett. 02. Cito. ppo 587-;8.

25Mecklin, op. cit., P. 40. In the early period be-
tween 1915 and 1920 ¥it is probable that the role of a
vigilanace committee rather than that of a purely fraternal
order was the real attraction of the Klan., The traditions

- of the old Klan together with the lax post-war conditions

.cted to combine to turn the Klan into s sort of local
nooded vigilantes.®




a merchant not approved by his bxetnren. From the o -
'elow of thought“ the Klan received its support in | | <">’
these undertakings. Here wWas an organization that “got

things done. »27  wp hear the Klan kind of fixes up ‘

things that aln't right'za‘expresses most forceenkr

the ideas of many’ people who looked upon the Klan as e

panacesa for almost every kind of personal grievance.

The ®nice peOple“ too, in most communities supported

the Klan at 1ts inception becauee they saw a chance to

rid their respective cities of corrupt political machines. 29 _

This situation. however. was more common in'the South |

where the name of the Klan still hrought back patriotic ,

thoughts of the old organization's role in Southern i

'histony. The significant factor in much ofthis early | '_ ‘g_)
attitude toward the Klan is the spoed with which the
breakdown of the traditional gadgete by which most
Americane lived brought about a desire for anthoritarlan-
ism to relace the indecisivenese of repreeentitive in-

stitutions. Comparisons with similer German expariences

are most striking.

27Fr°8t’ OE. Cito’ PP 161ff0) 199.
Brpig., p. 167.

29Meck11n, op. cit., p. 4l.
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But its very secrecy and unholy myatezy lost .
the Klan the support of the "better elements“ The

| novelty of "night riding and tar and featherlng parties

soon wore off. There must have been and probably still
is somethlng 1n the make-up of the American peop&e which
made them.eytermely sueceptible to such,a movement,
Partlally due to 1ts racial and religious reetrlctlens
but mostly becanse of its appeal, the Klan was essentlally
made up. of solid middle class American stock. Klan
organization was most effective in the small town where
1mmigaation and industrialization had not yet hecome a
recognized part of community 1ife. chklin explalns the
Klan as a 'defense mecha;ism", an eecape from the drab,
eve:ydqy existence of the emell town. "Ita cheap moral
idealism (filled) a need not mat uy bueinese or social

jand civlc 11fe.“3° In sum. then, the riae of the Klan

3°Mecklin, P. 104, Thie author aleo mekes some ‘inter-

esting analyses of the psychological factors which influenced ,
the growth of the Klan. %bid.. rp. 107-8 "Here we have a

curious side~light upon thepesychology of the average man
of native American stock who fills the ranks of the Klan.

‘He is tossed about in the hurly-buryl of our ‘industrial and

so-called democratic society, Under the stress and strain

of social competition he is made to realize his essential
mediocrity. VYet according to traditional democratic doctrine
he ‘is born free and the equal of his fellow who is outdistanc-
ing him in the race. Here is a large and powerful organization
offering to solace his sense of defeat by dubbing him a knight
of the Invisible Empire: for the small sum of ten dollars.
Surely knighthood was never offered at such a bargain! He
Joins. He becomes the chosen conservator of American ideals,

+he keeper of the morals of the community. He receives the
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must be traced directly to."dieturbed post~war conditions.

The War. with its hymne of hate, its stories of polson gas

and human carnage, its aecret spyings upon fellow Americane;

ita accounte of Belgian atrocities. its imprisonment of
radicals, its fearful tales of Bolsheviet deaign upon
American 1net1tutions, had opened up the fountains of the
great deep of national feeling.‘ After the armistice these
g hatee kindled by the war and to which the nation had become
habituated during years of bloodehed were suddenly set
adrift becauee stripped of the objects and the ends around
which they had been organized by the experience of the'war.
' As a nation we had cultitated a taste for the oruel, the
brutal, the intolerant. and the unchristian that demanded
gratification. Here was an unparalleled opportunity for
the Klan'saleemen of hate' The Klan offered Just what
'the war-torn distraught emotion of the nation demanded w31
Ihe conclusion is obvioue; that the American mass

mind- which hae in the recent paet accepted the dogmas of
. The

label of approved 'one hundred per cent Americanlsm'
"Klan slogan printed on the outside of its literature is
‘"an urgent call for men,* -This: flatters the pride of the
man suffering from the sense of mediocrity and defeat. It
stimilates his latent idealism, It offers fantastic possi-
bilities for his dwarfed and starved personality. Member-
‘ship in a vast mysterious empire that 'sees all and hears
all' means a sort of mystic glorification of his petty self.
It identifies his own weak incompétent will with the omipo-
. tent and universal will of a great organization.' The

appeal is irreetible."

3JjMecklin, PP 121~2.
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the Klan under certain given conditions would certainly
repeat their‘attachmenﬁﬁtojatxiah-liko f38ci$£_movément“

if such conditions were to meapear. In an era of "general

: unrest and dissatisfaotion‘with both,loqal_and national

| conditions”fﬁhén all men Were greatly;distreséed by "the

high cost of liv1ng, social injustice and inequality, mal-

admlnlstration of justice. political corruption, hyphenlsm,

disunity, unassimllated gnd,oonflictingbideals andustandu'

ards"52 the Klan OfferedVa'solufion.' .
What‘dithhe Klan mean for Muncie; Politlcally it
meant a new ‘and powerful force straddling ooth political

parties and threatening to become a dictatorial gOVement.

Soolally. it mqgntvthap an already distrubed communlty

was to be divided again on & new issue; 'Suohwexperiences
were in no way peculiar to Mnnoié, \Thq} becamé a common-
place over most of the Mid-wgst and parts of'tﬁe South and

far West. .

"Coming upon Middletown like a tornado,

catching up many.... latent differences into

a frenzy of activity, the Ku Klux Klan,... .
emphasized, during its brief career in Middle-
town, potential factors of disintegration.e. ,
Brought to town originally, it is said, by a
few of the city*s leading business men as a .
vigilence committee to hold an invisible whip
over the corrupt Democratic political admini-
stration and generally tto clean up the town'
its ranks were quickly thrown open under a :

%2prost, op. cit., pp. 170-1.
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professional organizer, and by 1923 some
3,500 of the local citizens are said to

have joined. As the organization developed,
the business men withdrew, and the Klan )
became largely a working class movement, '

- Thus relieved of the issue that prompted

its original entry into Middietown, The
Klen, leding a local issue, took over from
the larger national organization amilitant
Protestanism with which it set about divid-
ing the c¢ity; the racial issue, though:
secondary, was hardly less ardently pro-
claimed. 8o high did the local tide of ,
Klen feeling run that in 1924 a rebel group
in Middletown set up a rival and 'purer?

" national body to supersede the old Klan,

Tales against the Catholics ran like
wildfire through the city.... Local Klans-

men vowed they would unmask 'wien and not

until the Catholics take the pmiison walls

down ‘from about their convents and nunneries,*'

and the *confessions' of Helen Jackson, ‘'an

escaped nun', were widely sold at local Klan

‘rallies. Fed on such threatening rumors, '
Klan enrollment boomed.... To this Catholic N Lo
hatred was added Negro and Jewish hatred : <,,)
fed by stories that the Negroes have a ,

-powder which they put on their arms which

turns their bodies white, and that the Jews

have all the money, but when the Klen gets

into power, it will make a new kind of money,

80 that the Jew's money will be no good...

Klan feeling was fanned to white heat by .

constant insistence in season and out that

'every method known to man has been used

and is being used by the alien-minded and

foreign influence to halt our growth.!

Social clubs were broken up and chruch -

groups rocked to their foundations by the

tense feeling all this engendered. The.

secret of this eruption of strife within

the group probably lies in the fact that it N

blew off the cylinder head of the humdrum. .

It afforded an outlet for many of the con-.

stant frustrations of 1life, economic tensions

and social insecurity, by providing a wealth

of scape-goats against whom wrath might be

vented; and two of the most powerful latent
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emotional storm-ecenters of ¥iddletown,
religion and patriotism, were adroitly
maneuvered out of their habitual un-
eventful status into a wild enthusiasm .
of utter devotion to a persecuted but
noble cause, The high tale of bitter-

- ness was reached in 1923, and by 1925
the energy was mainly spent and the

" Klan disappeared as a local power, leav-

~ing in its wgge wide areas of local
bitterness. . .

Not until the aummer of 1922 did Mnncie papers
begin to carny stories about Klan activities in: other

sections of the country.o Although her citizens knew the

Klan existed in Mhncie, Saturday night Klan parades Wwere
the only obvious manifestation of auch existance. Sudden-
1y the city was made acutely aware of the Invisible Empire,
There was ‘8 “shake-up" in the police department. The Chief
of Police was accused of dieregarding orders to keep the
streets of the business section Open during LY Klan parade

a Week prev1ously.5?
"If the good people of Muncie were not aware of

how much control the Klan wielded over their oity they

soon learned. Three days after the abova mentioned in-

~cident local papers candidly admitted that Klan preesure

hgad foreed Mayor Quick to reinstate the Ohief-of-Police
and also aek for the re91gnation of the Board of -Safety.

55M1dd1etown. P. 481fF,

54Mhncie Morning Star, and Muncie‘Eveniné“Prees, Oct. 4,




The Press carried_ﬁhg following news story on:its‘front

page: o T n . , o
*Mundreds of members of the Ku Klux
Klan gathered in the Campbell auditorium
Friday evening in a protest meeting abeinst
the discharge of Van Benbow as chief of ..
L~ police and & number of fiery speeches were
- made on .the subject. Thenm the members in
scores of automobiles came up town end
crowded the city streets with their vehi-
- e¢les from which bills were passed calling
~for an tindignation meeting? in the court-
~_ yard Saturday night for the purpose of
- mgking further protest against the removal
of Benbow. The handbills said the object
of the proposed meeting was to !'Save Muncie®'.
It is understood, however, that the leaders
of the project, now that their objeect has
been accomplished in keeping Benbow in his
~job, have called off the meeting. o

~ WThe retention of Benbow...,end the ending o ‘\-)
of the official careers of Rosenthal and -
Collins &s members of the Board of Safety,
all are regarded as constituting a complete
and sweeping victory for the local Ku Klux
Klan to which Mayor Quick has been bitterly
“opposed. ThHe mayor became a member of the
Klan soon after tsking office, but later with-
drew from it and denounced it after the Klan
had demanded of him that he get rid of fivess
- police officers objectionable to the Klan,""

Such blunt reporting makes further elaboration upon pblitiQ

cal conditiohs in Muncie during this period'unnecessary;
 “The extent to which thélean'controlled MunCie F

became legend all over the state of Indiana. And Muncie,

in tum, became a hotbed of Klanigm. The Kamelia, the

35Miuncie EveningAPresa,~Oct. 7, 1922.




- fTemele Klen auxiliary, was organized in March, 19<3.

_Pressf*ﬁan.,z. 1924,

6

*Kluxing bhqame a thriving and»profitahle,business. ‘But

supe;fluouity of»fihances waa.bdund toyhring:interna;

discpntent_gé@ before 1923 was hglf,bver, there were

~ rival Klans vieing'for-gdntrol in Muncie. In thejmean-

time, many gothmnnqie,citizens 3uccumbed'to;the lure

of the night—§bift agqig}reai lQQ% Americaniﬂnaturgliza-

ﬁion". Here it wés, true "patriotism® dispensed for a

mere $10¢ ‘TheMKJan‘was5creating,a ﬁonopqu,oﬂb;qyélty.
v’ ) :Then Mpncie:wgs_subjected to its periodic

ilimesaw- mgyor trouble. "The yeér_1924VWga;ushqred in

with‘thg‘usual_golice,department,upheavel,sv A few days

later the mayofwwae indicted on charges of‘interféripg

with hig Boars of Safety.§8 Ihg‘giﬁuation pointed to

Klgn ig%erference_b;lﬁthreevdays.}ater'thé City council ‘
refﬁsed»tq_sanctiqnvgn gﬁtémpted igpeé@hment ana dismissal
of ‘the iéyﬁ:,l'ﬁonciudgd ﬁhé!ggggé,_ﬁltkhgs been evident

that the attempt to 'get the quor.at this time has had

361nteresting_t0~observe is the superficiality of
idealogies when ope considers the difficulty with which
a Muncie woman of obvious Jewish origin convinced her
housemaid, a proud Kamilia, that her employer was hardly
a potential member of the new organization,

37mnncie Morning Star, Jan. 1, 1924; Muncie Evening

581bid., (in both papers) Jan. 5, 1924.



vllttle popular sympabhy, since it has not appealed to.
the public®s sense of justice and fair play w39

Rumors were persistent'throughout the winter of

new Klan organizations being formed. Muncie soon mothered

‘the Klan of the Nbrth4o-and’ﬁhe Independent Klan of America?l

which came to be the real powerful Klan in Muncie due to
_ﬁhe'genius of its ldcgi organizer. Then caﬁé the expected
split. The'Indépendéhf K1an~h§ld its first national con-
‘Véntion in Muncie and‘bégén'charging:the‘parenﬁ organiza-
tlon With graft, corruption and all sorta of mismanazgement.
In June of the same year the old Khights of the ‘Ku Klux
Klan 8ued the upstart brancihfor damages charglng that
prdpertY"had”been illegally tﬁken fr&hﬁthe older’g‘rdup.43

Several days later the old Klan asked for a reciever for

its bankrupt organizatlon.44‘ The Klan issue was hardly

dead over the nation. It almost Wrecked the Democratic

National OonVention of 1924. But in Mnncie it still re-

mained powerful for some time.

» 39thcie>Evening Pféss.:Jano“B. 1924,

401bid., March 1, 1924, -

"411pi4., March 15, 1924, |

| 42;21§.. March”é4,“1924\and fdllowiﬁg numbers.
431bid., June 13, 1924.

441p14., June 18, 1924,

TN,
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The staggering hloﬁ to Klan dominion in Indiana
‘and consequently in Muncie came with the trial end con=-
viction of D. C. Stephenson. former Grand Dragon of the

- Indiana Klan, for haxlng caused the death of a girl who
.took poison after he attacked her.45‘ The moral sense of

the whole state was shocked and dieguated. Even though
the Klan repudlated the ex~Dragon and even passed.nesolu-'
tions bitterly condemning hJ.m46 the public never separated
hls ngme from the organlzation.

In the meantime, the Independént Klan of America
withinatidnal headquafters'in Muncie, was atruggling

against great odds to maintain its former power. By court

‘order it was forced to drop the name "Klen® because of

prior use by the old Ku Klux Klan. 7 The new nrganizatlon,'

‘now called the Khights of American Protestantism, came into

a very weak and gradually disintegrating existence.48 In

a year it was bankrupt.49 Two months later a rather sad

remaat of the old Klan held a parade in Muncie for the sole

-4 Muncie Morning Star and Muncie Evening Press, April 4,
1925 and following numbers. For detalls see almost any
American newspaper for these dates.

45Mhnc1e Evening Press, April 28, 1925, -

471pid., March 31, 1926.
481bid., June 14, 1928.

497bid., June 15, 1927.



purpose of showing that it still existed.”® In a last N
feeble effort at regaining its former grandeur the national o
orgenization unmasked and chexiged its name to the Knights
of’thé Greaf.Fbrest;sluuThe Ku Klux Klan beceme a dead
‘issue until 1939*ﬁheﬁ&it was revived for a time b&'thé
.appointment of Bugo Black to the Uhited States Supreme
Court. nuncie looked back upon her Klan hiatony a little

shaepishly.

Miuncie Evening Press, August 27, 1927.

5l1p34., Feb. 22, 1928; also in the Muncie Morning
star. : ‘ :



